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GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

BEGINNING AND ENDING DATES FOR 2024-2025 Toed
DATE FOR FIRST FIRST MAXIMUM LAST PLAYOFF GHSA STATE PLAYOFF DATES
ACTIVITY PRACTICE CONTEST |GAMES/DATES| PLAY DATE | Bu Ui | First Round/ | gecong Round |Quarterfinals| Semifinals Finals
FOOTBALL July 29 Aug. 16 10 (7JV) Nov. 1 Nov. 1 Nov. 8-9 Nov. 15 Nov. 22 Dec. 6 Dec. 16-18
CHEERLEADING July 29 Aug. 10 6(41V) Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 9 Nov. 15-16
GAME DAY July 29 Sept. 14 - Nov. 30 Nov. 30 Dec. 6
SOFTBALL (FP) July 29 Aug. 1 30 (21JV) Oct. 10 Oct. 10 Oct. 14-17 Oct. 21-24 Oct. 30-Nov. 1 Nov. 2
SOFTBALL (SP) Feb. 10 Feb. 13 16 April 5 April 5 April 9 April 16-17
VOLLEYBALL July 29 Aug. 5 18 (13 JV) Dates Oct. 12 Oct. 12 Oct. 15-16 Oct. 19 Oct. 22-23 Oct. 26 Nov.2 & 4
CROSS COUNTRY July 29 Aug. 12 10 (7 JV) Dates Nov. 2 Nov. 2 Nov. 8-9
FLAG FOOTBALL Sept. 9 Sept. 30 10 (7 JV) Dates Nov. 30 Nov. 30 Dec. 5 Dec. 5 Dec. 10 Dec. 13 Dec. 16-18
ONE ACT PLAYS July 29 - - Nov.2 &9 Nov.2 &9 Nov. 16 & 23
LITERARY July 29 - - March 8 March 8 March 15 & 22
RIFLERY July 29 Oct. 21 - Feb. 12 Feb. 12 Feb. 25 March 4 March 15
SWIMMING Oct. 7 Oct. 21 10 (7JV) Feb. 1 Feb. 4-5,7-8
DANCE Oct. 21 Nov. 9 6(41V) Feb. 15 Feb. 22
BASKETBALL Oct. 21 Nov. 8 25(181V) Feb. 15 Feb. 15 Feb. 18-19 Feb. 21-22 Feb. 25-26 Feb. 28-Mar. 1 March 5-8
WRESTLING Oct. 21 Nov. 8 20 (14 JV) Dates Jan. 31 Du-Jan.10G,11 B| Du-Jan.7 Jan 17-18 B, 24-25 G
Tr-Jan31G,Feb1B| Tr - Feb. 7-8 Tr - Feb. 13-15
GYMNASTICS Jan. 27 Feb. 3 10 (71V) April 12 April 23-24 April 25
TENNIS Jan. 27 Feb. 3 18 (13 JV) Dates April 10 April 10 By April 17 By April 23 By April 29 By May 5 May 10
SOCCER Jan. 27 Feb. 10 18 (131V) April 19 April 19 April 22-25 April 29-May 2 May 5-6 May 8-9 May 13-16
TRACK Jan. 27 Feb. 10 10 (71V) April 26 April 26 May 3 May 9-10
& FIELD
LACROSSE Jan. 27 Feb. 10 18 (13JV) April 26 April 26 April 28-29 May 1-2 May 5-6 May 8-9 May 15-17
BASEBALL Jan. 27 Feb. 10 30 (21JV) April 19 April 19 April 23-26 Apr. 30 - May 2 May 7-8 May 13-14 May 19-21
GOLF Jan. 27 Feb. 10 12 (8 JV) Dates May 9 May § May 5-6 (4-6A) May 19-20

April 28 (4-6A)

NOTES: Dates and more information for Bass Fishing and Esports may be found on the GHSA web site (www.ghsa.net).

The "Dead Weeks" for the 2024-25 school year are Monday, May 26 through Sunday, June 1, 2025 and Monday, June 30 through Sunday, July 6, 2025. The GHSA office will be closed both weeks.
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CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE | - NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION
This organization shall be known as the Georgia High School Association.
ARTICLE Il - OBJECT OF THE ORGANIZATION

The objective of the organization shall be the promotion of education in Georgia from a mental, physical, and moral
viewpoint, to standardize and encourage participation in athletics, to promote sportsmanship and an appreciation for and
study of music, speech, and other fine arts through Region and State competitions.

ARTICLE Il — MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1
SCHOOLS ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP

The membership of the Georgia High School Association shall consist of public and private high schools in the state of
Georgia.

SECTION 2
CLASSIFICATION OF SCHOOLS

A. The Reclassification Committee of the GHSA Executive Committee shall place member schools in classifications
and regions based on student F.T.E. figures and geographic proximity, respectively.

B. Member schools will be realigned every two (2) years.

C. The number of classifications and the number of regions will be determined by the Reclassification Committee at the
time of each realignment.

D. The number of classifications and regions, together with the assignment of schools therein, shall be submitted to the
Executive Committee. The Executive Committee, by majority vote, may approve, reject or modify in any way the
proposals submitted by the Reclassification Committee.

SECTION 3
STRUCTURE OF REGIONS

A. After reclassification, all regions will meet and submit to the State Office, after the final reclassification vote, a plan for
structure of the regions. These plans must spell out subdivisions, if any, for all activities. All regions must have been
approved before any scheduling may be finalized.

B. In the event that any member school has a complaint with the structure of a region, it shall so advise the Executive
Director and all other schools in the subject region of such complaint in writing within seven (7) calendar days after
the region meeting following the final reclassification vote. The Executive Director shall then convene a meeting of
the Reclassification Committee to review the present and proposed region structure and to attempt to arbitrate the
differences and, failing that, to make a recommendation to the Executive Committee.

All schools in the subject region shall be advised of the meeting of the Reclassification Committee by the Executive
Director and shall have the right to present evidence to the Committee. Any member of the Committee which is a
member of the subject region shall be disqualified from participation on the Committee.

C. The Executive Committee shall have full authority to require all or any portion of a subregion to play cross-over
games and to align or realign the subject region into new subregions.

SECTION 4
MEMBERSHIP IN ANOTHER ASSOCIATION

A school is not eligible for membership in the Georgia High School Association if it is or becomes a member of an
association whose Constitution and/or By-Laws are in conflict with the Constitution and/or By-Laws of the Georgia High
School Association.

ARTICLE IV - GOVERNANCE

SECTION 1
STATE OFFICERS



The State Officers of this Association shall consist of a President, a Vice President, and an Executive Director.

SECTION 2
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A. Membership of the State Executive Committee shall be composed of the State Officers, the State Superintendent of
Schools or his/her representative, and one member elected from each region in each classification, plus one member
each appointed by the Georgia School Boards Association, the Georgia School Superintendents' Association, the
Georgia Association of Secondary School Principals, the Georgia Athletic Directors Association, and the Executive
Secretary of the Georgia Athletic Coaches Association. Membership shall also include two female members
appointed by the Executive Committee upon recommendation of the Board of Trustees from nominees submitted by
each region. Each member shall have the right to vote on all matters pertaining to the operation of the Association.

B. Terms of office for members of the State Executive Committee elected by regions shall coincide with the length of
each reclassification cycle.

C. When a member of the State Executive Committee is unable to attend a State Executive Committee meeting, the
President of the region shall have power to appoint an eligible member of the region concerned to represent the
region at that meeting.

D. The State Executive Committee shall have the authority to appoint smaller committees to address issues related to
the operation of the Association and its regulated activities, and to consider proposals made by such committees.
The authority of the State Executive Committee shall be plenary in all matters pertaining to the Association and it
may accept, reject or modify any proposals made or action taken by any committee, the Board of Trustees, the
Appeal Board, the Hardship Committee or the Executive Director.

E. Each member of the State Executive Committee shall have the right to vote on all matters coming before the full
State Executive Committee.

SECTION 3
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A. Membership of the Board of Trustees shall be composed of the President, Vice President, and Executive Director,
plus one member from each classification (as selected by a vote of the SEC representatives in that respective
classification) and a total of four (4) at-large members (three (3) of which shall be appointed by the BOT) that must
include at least two (2) females and two (2) private school representatives, and all four must be approved by a vote of
the State Executive Committee. The term of office for members of the Executive Committee serving on the Board of
Trustees shall coincide with the length of the reclassification cycle.

B. The Board of Trustees shall receive and hold title to all real and personal property of said Association in trust for the
benefit of said Association and shall have general custody and administration of such property with power and
authority to lease, sell and convey said property of said Association; provided however, said Board of Trustees shall
not sell

C. or convey any real property so held by them in trust for said Association without first being authorized to do so by a
majority vote of the State Executive Committee of said Association at a meeting duly called for such purpose.

D. The Board of Trustees reviews pertinent issues relative to the successful operation of the organization. The Board of
Trustees reviews the recommendation by the Executive Director concerning the budget, recommends committee
appointments, evaluates and recommends length of contract for the Executive Director. The Board of Trustees
recommends the two at-large female representatives to the Executive Committee.

E. The Board of Trustees shall be authorized and empowered to exercise the powers of the Executive Committee
including, but not limited to, the power to amend the by-laws of the association, and to otherwise make decisions
relating to the association and its member schools as otherwise allowed to be made by the Executive Committee
under the constitution and by-laws of the association.

1. A majority of the Board of Trustees shall constitute a quorum thereof for the purposes of this Subsection D and
action shall be authorized and taken by a majority of the votes cast.

2. The meeting of the Board of Trustees under this section shall be noticed by the Executive Director or President
by any reasonable means and any meeting of the Board of Trustees may be held electronically. In addition,
such vote may be taken by telephone polling of the Board of Trustees by the Executive Director if appropriate
in the discretion of the President.

3. Any action taken by the Board of Trustees under this Subsection D shall be subject to affirmation, rejection or
modification at the next meeting of the GHSA Executive Committee or thereafter.

F. Upon receiving a referral from the Executive Director of alleged intentional or grossly negligent violations of GHSA
by-laws and rules by GHSA member schools or their personnel, the Board of Trustees by majority vote shall have the
authority to assess further and additional penalties for such intentional or grossly negligent violations against the
member school including, but not limited to, an additional fine of not more than $2,500.00 for each such offense,
and/or probation for a period of up to one calendar year in the sport(s) in which the violation occurred, and/or
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suspension of the member school from the GHSA for a period of up to one full calendar year. Any additional
penalties assessed under this paragraph shall by appealable to the GHSA Executive Committee.

SECTION 4
STATE APPEAL BOARD

. The State Appeal Board shall be composed of members selected from the full State Executive Committee on a
rotating basis.

. The duties of the State Appeal Board as set forth in Sec. 9 shall be performed by four (4) members of the Board
sitting on an alternating basis as selected and notified by the Executive Director.

. Eligibility appeals in regard to the eight-semester rule will be referred by the Executive Director to the State Executive
Committee for a final ruling.

. There shall be no appeal of eligibility related to age restrictions set forth in the by-laws.

SECTION 5
HARDSHIP COMMITTEE

1. The Hardship Committee shall be composed of members selected from the full State Executive Committee on a
rotating basis.

2. The duties of the Hardship Committee shall be performed by four (4) members of the Executive Committee
sitting on an alternating basis as selected and notified by the Executive Director.

. The Hardship Committee shall have the authority to set aside the effect of the migratory rule, the courses passed

rule, and the accumulation of credits rule upon an individual student when in its opinion the rule works an undue

hardship upon that student. The Hardship Committee does not hear cases regarding eight-semester violations, or

appeals arising under the By-Laws.

1. The Hardship Committee shall meet at a location and on dates established by the Executive Director and
published in the GHSA Calendar. Requests will be considered to have a rule or rules set aside for benefit of
individual students and shall consider such requests at the meetings held for that purpose, but not at any other
meetings of the committee. If conditions upon which a request is based develop after April 1, the Executive
Director is authorized to set a date for a special meeting to be held at the State Office to consider such case or
cases.

2. The principals of all member schools who have filed requests to have the effect of a rule set aside for individual
students shall be notified of the time of the meeting at which such requests will be considered not less than
seven (7) calendar days before such meeting.

3. Arequest will be considered at a meeting only if complete information concerning the case is filed in writing
with the Executive Director at least ten (10) calendar days prior to the date of the meeting and if a
representative of the school, along with the student, is present at the meeting to furnish the Hardship
Committee with information. Complete information includes a transcript.

4. The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility requirements must have been beyond the
control of the school, the student, and/or his parents, and such that none of them could reasonably have been
expected to comply with the rule. Ignorance of the rule on the part of any or all of them shall not be considered
sufficient cause for setting aside its effects.

5. The decision of the Hardship Committee shall be decided by a majority vote to set aside the effects of the rule
in each individual case, and such decision shall not be considered as setting a precedent for other cases of a
somewhat similar nature.

6. The decision of the Hardship Committee shall be appealable to the Appeals Board by compliance with Sec. 9C
& 9D of the Constitution and then to the State Executive Committee by compliance with Sec. 9F of the
Constitution.

1. The Executive Director shall have the authority upon receiving an application by a member school to set aside
the effect of any eligibility rule upon an individual student within the jurisdiction of the Hardship Committee and
to grant the same without necessity of the appearance of the student or a representative of the school before
the Hardship Committee when, in the judgement of the Executive Director, the circumstances regarding the
application are such that:

a. The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility requirements are beyond the control
of the school, the student, and/or his parents and such that none of them could reasonably have been
expected to comply with the rule; and,

b. The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility requirements work an unjust, unfair,
and unforeseeable hardship upon the student; and

c. The facts are clear, undisputed, and supported by appropriate documentation. 2. The Executive Director
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shall have the authority to grant or deny an application for hardship status.
2. 2. The Executive Director shall have the authority to grant or deny an application for hardship status.

1. The Executive Director shall have the discretion upon receiving an application by a member school to set aside
the effect of any academic eligibility rule upon individual students when, in the judgement of the Executive
Director, the following criteria are met:

a. The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility requirements are beyond the control
of the school, the student and his parents, and such that none of them could reasonably have been
expected to comply with the rule; and

b. The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility requirements work an unjust, unfair
and unforeseeable hardship upon the student; and

c. The facts are clear, undisputed and supported by appropriate documentation and evidence; and

d. The setting aside of the subject rule would not result in an unfair advantage to the school or student nor
compromise the safety of any other student.

2. The decision of the Executive Director shall be appealable under the provisions of Section 9 of the GHSA
Constitution and By-Laws.

SECTION 6
REGION OFFICERS

A. Each Region of each Classification shall elect a President, a Vice President, a Secretary-Treasurer, and from one to
three committee members. No two of the above shall be from the same school unless the two are President and the
Secretary-Treasurer. These officers, together with any member of the State Executive Committee from the region,
shall compose the Executive Committee in their region.

B. A member of the State Executive Committee who is not an elected member of his Region Executive Committee shall
be an added member of his respective Region Executive Committee. This provision that only one (1) member of the
Region Executive Committee may come from the same school will apply only to the members elected by the region,
and will not apply when the State Executive Committee member in the region is from the same school as an elected
member.

C. The treasurer of each region is required to make an itemized statement of the income and expenditures of all funds
to the region. When a new treasurer is elected, any balance must be turned over to the new officer immediately.

SECTION 7
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

The duties of the various officers and committees shall be those usually devolving upon such officers and committees. It is
specifically the duty of the State Executive Committee and the Region Executive Committees to seek at all times to
educate the school officials under their jurisdiction, and at the same time, to check vigorously any practice or violation of
the rules by exercising the full penalty for such violations if it is deemed necessary.

SECTION 8
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

A. A President and a Vice President shall be elected as State Association officers at the spring meeting of the Georgia
High School Association for a term that shall coincide with the length of the reclassification cycle.

B. The election and term of office of the Executive Director shall be for a term of one to five years at the discretion of the
State Executive Committee and the President and Vice President of the Georgia High School Association and shall
be authorized to execute a contract in the name of and for the Georgia High School Association.

C. Only members of the State Executive Committee shall be entitled to vote in elections.

D. Should the President become disqualified by death, resignation, or otherwise, the Vice President shall assume the
office immediately and shall act as President until the vacancy is filled.

E. Any vacancy which may occur in the office of President or Vice President shall be filled at the next meeting of the
State Executive Committee.

F. Each region in each Classification shall elect at any region meeting, a President, a Vice President, a Secretary-
Treasurer, and from one to three region committee members as region officers. Terms of office shall be for two (2)
years, and elections shall be held at the beginning of each reclassification cycle. Any vacancy occurring on a Region
Committee shall be filled by the Region Committee until the next meeting of the region.

G. The State Executive Committee member from each region shall be elected at any Region meeting when there is a
vacancy to be filled. The term of office shall shall coincide with the length of each reclassification cycle. Any vacancy
occurring on the State Executive Committee shall be filled by the Region Committee until the next meeting of the
region concerned.



SECTION 9
AUTHORITY OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
APPELLATE PROCEDURE

. The State Executive Director shall be authorized to interpret the rules of the Georgia High School Association and to
impose the proper penalty for their violation, including but not limited to, declaring a student ineligible to compete in
GHSA activities for a period of time of up to four (4) years. The Assistant Executive Director shall, upon the absence
or at the direction of the Executive Director, have all the powers and responsibilities of the Executive Director as
provided under this Constitution and the By-Laws of the GHSA. The State Executive Director shall make all
arrangements for holding and conducting the State Meets and Tournaments.

. All questions pertaining to eligibility or any other matters under the rules of the Georgia High School Association must
first be submitted to the State Executive Director. If the question concerns a violation of any of the rules of the
Georgia High School Association, the State Executive Director shall notify the member schools involved and advise
them of the charges and advise them of their right to submit evidence and their right to request a hearing. The State
Executive Director, after hearing or examining the evidence of the party or parties concerned, shall render a decision.
. Should any member school not be satisfied with the decision, appeal may then be made to the State Appeal Board
by filing a written notice of appeal to the State Appeal Board through the State Executive Director within seven (7)
calendar days of the date of the decision, which notice of appeal shall clearly state the decision appealed and the
reasons for such appeal. The State Executive Director shall notify the State Appeal Board and all other parties of the
appeal. Provided however, that if the only issue under appeal is to request modification of the penalty imposed by the
Executive Director, then the member school may appeal directly to the Executive Committee. Any appeal of the
decision of the Executive Director does not suspend the ruling made or penalty assessed pending a ruling on the
appeal.

. Appeal Board meetings shall be set on dates established by the Executive Director and published in the GHSA
Calendar.

1. Any request to the Appeal Board must be in the hands of the Executive Director seven (7) calendar days before
the scheduled meeting date.

2. Any other appeal requested (other than regularly scheduled dates) must be accompanied by a check sufficient
to pay the entire estimated expenses of the Appeal Board to defray the cost of bringing the Appeal Board into
session.

3. All requests for appeals must be in writing with the stated reasons for an appeal, and signed by the
administrative head of the individual school.

a. An appeal of an eligibility decision must be based on one or more of the following reasons:
i. There is substantial new information to be submitted that was not heard by the previous group
making the decision that is being appealed.
ii. There is an allegation that a GHSA rule was misapplied in that ruling.
iii. There is an allegation that due process was not given in previous considerations.
b. An appeal of a decision by the Executive Director must be based on one of the following reasons:
i. There is an allegation that a GHSA rule was misinterpreted.
ii. There is an allegation that the Executive Director did not afford due process to the school.
c. All appeals shall set forth the basis for the appeal and the facts supporting the same, and shall be
screened by the Executive Director for compliance with this rule prior to scheduling a hearing.
. The State Appeal Board, after hearing or examining the evidence submitted by the party or parties, may affirm or
reverse the decision of the Executive Director. In order to sustain an appeal, the vote of the Appeal Board shall be
unanimous.
. Should any member school not be satisfied with the decision of the State Appeal Board, they may appeal to the
State Executive Committee by filing a written notice of appeal to the State Executive Committee through the State
Executive Director within seven (7) calendar days of the date of the decision. The notice of appeal shall clearly state
the decision being appealed and the reasons for such appeal. Such notice of appeal shall be accompanied by a
check sufficient to pay the entire expenses of the State Executive Committee when such appeal is required to be
heard at a time other than regularly scheduled meetings of the State Executive Committee.
. The State Executive Committee, after hearing or examining the evidence submitted by the party or parties
concerned, shall render a decision to affirm, reverse, or modify the decision under appeal.
. No other method of appeal shall be held valid and any appeal must begin with the first step outlined and not eliminate
any step until reaching the final court of appeal, the State Executive Committee. When the decision by the State
Executive Committee is in favor of the appealing party or parties, the State Executive Committee may charge the
expense of the meeting to the Georgia High School Association and reimburse the appealing party or parties.
. The Executive Director shall have the authority to lengthen or shorten the time for appeals of decisions, if required in
his discretion, to accommodate pending schedules, events or other matters.
. Nothing in the Constitution of the GHSA is intended to give any individual students of GHSA member schools any
due process or other rights as only member schools are entitled to any notice or opportunity to be heard in any
questions coming before the GHSA. No student of GHSA member schools shall have any rights or benefits under
this Constitution as a third party beneficiary or otherwise.
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SECTION 10
VOTE

Each school shall have one (1) vote in a Region meeting and each member of the State Executive Committee shall have
one (1) vote in the State Executive Committee meeting.

SECTION 11
AMEND CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

A. To amend the Constitution, it shall take a two-thirds vote of the members of the Executive Committee who are
present at a regular or properly called meeting at which a quorum is present. Blank ballots, abstentions and pass
votes are excluded.

B. To amend the By-Laws, it shall take a majority vote of the members of the Executive Committee who are present at a
regular or properly called meeting at which a quorum is present. Blank ballots, abstentions and pass votes are
excluded.

C. The effective date of any changes in the Constitution & By-Laws will be the next school year unless otherwise
provided by the change.

D. Proposed changes to the Constitution must be adopted at two separate meetings of the Executive Committee to be
held not less than 30 calendar days apart.

SECTION 12
BI-ANNUAL MEETINGS

A. The State Executive Committee of the Georgia High School Association shall meet in the spring and fall of each year
on such dates as may be designated by the State Executive Director.

B. In addition to these meetings, special meetings may be called by the State President or the Executive Director at any
time or place upon giving reasonable notice to the members of the Committee.

C. The Executive Director is required to present an itemized statement of the income and expenditures of all funds to
the State Executive Committee.

SECTION 13
VIOLATION OF RULES

A. Each school is required to abide by all rules of the Georgia High School Association as promulgated by the State
Executive Committee and interpreted by the Executive Director.

B. The Executive Director is authorized to make such investigation as may be necessary and to judge whether or not a
school has violated a rule. When a school is adjudged guilty, the Executive Director is authorized to direct the penalty
or penalties, including but not limited to, declaring a student ineligible to compete in GHSA activities for a period of
time of up to four (4) years. The Executive Director shall also have the authority to refer allegations of intentional or
grossly negligent violations of GHSA by-laws and rules by GHSA member schools or their personnel to the GHSA
Trustees for considerations of additional penalties.

C. A school violating any rule, whether it be due to carelessness, willfulness, ignorance or any other cause, may be
subject to a fine of not more than two thousand-five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) for each offense, and/or probation in
the sports(s) in which the violation has been made, and/or suspension from the Association up to a full calendar year,
and/or forfeiture of games and/or contests involved. (NOTE: See Appendix “P” at the end of this publication for a
detailed schedule of fines)

D. PROBATION - placing a school on probation permits a school to compete in regular season games and/or contests,
but bars that school from competing for any championship during the period of probation.

E. A school which, after investigation, is adjudged guilty of violating the rules of the Georgia High School Association
shall pay the costs incidental to such investigation; such cost to be in addition to fines or penalties assessed. Failure
to pay the cost shall result in suspension or in lengthening the period of suspension.

SECTION 14
CODE OF ETHICS

The Georgia High School Association recognizes its responsibility with respect to the promotion of honesty, truthfulness,
and accuracy in record-keeping and reporting. Therefore, the professional personnel of the member schools are charged
with upholding the Code of Ethics adopted by the Professional Standards Commission as accepted and approved by the
State Board of Education.



ARTICLE V — GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1
CONTESTS

. Each region may hold annual contests in literary, athletics, and other forms of contests designed to promote the
cause of education and authorized by the State Executive Committee.

. Such contests must be held on dates to be announced in this Constitution and By-Laws under the rules governing
State and Regional meets.

. Schools shall compete in their own classifications in State and Regional meets.

. Winners in regional meets may be sent to the State Meet in both athletic and literary events.

SECTION 2
ORGANIZATION PURPOSE

. The purpose for which the Georgia High School Association is organized is exclusively educational within the
meaning of IRC 501 (c) (3) or the corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Law.

. Notwithstanding any other provisions of these articles, the Georgia High School Association shall not carry on any
other activities not permitted to be carried on by an organization exempt from Federal income tax under IRC 501 (c)
(3) or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law.

. In the event of dissolution, the residual assets of the organization will be turned over to one or more organizations
which themselves are exempt as organizations described in sections 501 (¢) (3) and 170 (c) (2) of the Code or
corresponding sections of any prior or future Internal Revenue Code, or to the Federal, State, or local government for
exclusive public purpose.



BY-LAWS

The Georgia High School Association recognizes that local boards and/or governing bodies may place more stringent
requirements as they deem appropriate. The Association encourages all boards of education and/or governing bodies to
extend the same rules and regulations to all extra-curricular activities under their jurisdiction. These rules establish the
provisions governing student eligibility to participate in interscholastic activities.

A. The word “student” used in these By-Laws refers either to a boy or girl participant in interscholastic athletics,
cheerleading, or literary activities. Therefore, according to correct grammatical usage, since the antecedent “student”
can involve persons of both sexes, the masculine pronouns he, his, or him used throughout said By-Laws will refer to
either male or female participants.

B. The word “principal” used in these By-Laws refers either to a male or female head of a secondary school. Therefore,
according to correct grammatical usage, since the antecedent “principal” can involve or refer to persons of either or
both sexes the masculine pronouns, he, him, or his, will refer to a male or female head of a secondary school.

C. The abbreviations GHSA used throughout these By-Laws refers to the Georgia High School Association.

D. Nothing in the By-Laws of the GHSA is intended to give any individual students of GHSA member schools any due
process or other rights as only member schools are entitled to any notice or opportunity to be heard in any questions
coming before the GHSA. No student of GHSA member schools shall have any rights or benefits under these By-
Laws as a third party beneficiary or otherwise.



BY-LAW 1.00 - STUDENT

1.10 - CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY

1.11 Students gain eligibility to practice or compete for the school in which they are enrolled after they have been
certified by the principal of that school, after the eligibility forms have been processed by the GHSA office, and after the
students have met the standards of:

academic requirements

age

semesters in high school

residence in the school's service area
transfer rules

P00 w

Note: Students establishing eligibility as entering 9th graders are automatically eligible for the first semester unless over
age.

1.12 The certification of eligibility shall be submitted initially in each sport or activity no later than the date set by the GHSA
for the first practice in that sport or activity.

a. This due date does not consider the date of the first contest scheduled.
b. EXCEPTION: Literary, One-Act Play and Riflery certification is due twenty (20) calendar days prior to the first
scheduled contest.

1.13 If a student ruled ineligible by the GHSA, competes interscholastically due to the terms of aourt restraining order
or injunction against his/her school and/or the GHSA, and then has the court order vacated, stayed, reversed, or ruled
unjustified; the Executive Director shall take one or more of the following actions agains the school involved in the interest
of restitution and fairness to the competing school(s):

a. Require that individual and/or team records and performances achieved during participation by the ineligible student
be vacated or stricken.

b. Require that team victories be forfeited to the opponent(s).

c. Require that team awards earned by the school or individual awards earned by the ineligible student be returned to
the GHSA.

1.20 - ENROLLMENT AND TEAM MEMBERSHIP

1.21 To be eligible to participate and/or try-out for a sport or activity, a student must be enrolled full time in grades 9-12
inclusive at the school seeking eligibility for that student.

a. Enroliment is defined as follows:
1. Fall Semester: when the student participates in a practice or contest before classes begin, or the student
attends classes.
2. Spring Semester: when the student attends classes.
3. A student may be enrolled in only one (1) high school at a time.
b. The student must be in regular attendance.
c. The student must be taking courses that total at least 2.5 Units that count toward graduation.
NOTE: If an eligible student transfers from a school on a block-schedule format to a school using a traditional format
(or vice versa) and cannot get a full schedule of classes with equivalent credit, the school may petition the Executive
Director for a waiver of this rule for the semester the transfer occurs.
d. All or part of the course load of a student may be taken online through a virtual school as long as the student’s
grades are being kept at the school in which the student is enrolled. Grades from virtual school courses must be on
file at the school by the first day of the new semester for the student to be eligible.

1.22 Students enrolled in grade 9 in a middle or junior high school which is a feeder school to the high school may
participate in interscholastic activities for the parent school.

1.23 All-male schools may enlist female students from other schools to be on sideline cheerleading squads as long as the
following conditions are met:

a. Each cheerleader must be eligible at the school at which she is enrolled, and must have a signed release from an
administrator at that school.
b. Each cheerleader must have a GHSA Pre-participation Physical Evaluation Form on file at the school where she will

be cheering as well as at the school at which she is enrolled.
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c. Each cheerleader must have insurance coverage comparable to all other participants in GHSA activities.
d. Supervision must be provided by the all-male school for all practices and games.

1.30 - AGE
To be eligible to participate in interscholastic activities, a student must not have reached his 19th birthday prior to
May 1st, preceding his year of participation.

1.40 - LIMITS OF PARTICIPATION

1.41 Students must have a certificate of an annual physical examination on file at the school prior to participating in any
athletic try-outs, practices, voluntary workouts or games that indicate the students are physically approved for participation.

a. Physical examinations will be good for twelve (12) months from the date of the exam. EXCEPTION: Any physical
examination taken on or after April 1 in the preceding year will be accepted until that school ends classes the next
Spring or concludes its final Spring sports season (for those participating students).

b. The physical exam must be conducted by a licensed medical physician, doctor of Osteopathic medicine, nurse
practitioner or a physician’s assistant.

c. The exam must be signed by an M.D., D.O., or by a Physician’s Assistant, or an Advance Practice Nurse who has
been delegated that task by an M.D., or D.O.

d. The GHSA requires that member schools use the edition of the preparticipation physical evaluation form approved by
the American Academy of Pediatrics, et. al., found on the GHSA web site.

1.42 A student has eight (8) consecutive semesters or four (4) consecutive years of eligibility from the date of entry into
the ninth grade to be eligible for interscholastic competition.

a. A student is not considered to have entered the 9th grade when high school level courses are taken if the student is
regularly enrolled in a school in a grade below the ninth grade.

b. Credits earned toward high school graduation which are taken below the ninth grade may be used when considering
high school eligibility.

c. The provisions of the eight-semester rule in the case of an individual may be waived by the Executive Director upon
presentation of evidence of true hardship beyond the student’s control, or by the State Executive Committee upon
timely application by a member school for placement on the agenda.

1.43 Sub-varsity competitors must meet all eligibility requirements with the exception of the migratory rule.

1.44 Students in grade 9 and higher may participate on both the varsity and one (1) sub-varsity team in the same sport
with the following limitations:

a. Football — a player may not participate in interscholastic competitions more than six (6) quarters per week, beginning
with the varsity game.

b. Basketball — a player may not participate in interscholastic competition more than six (6) quarters per calendar day.
(Note: Tournaments are exempt from this restriction.)

c. Soccer — a player may not participate in interscholastic competition more than three (3) halves per calendar day.
(Note: Tournaments are exempt from this restriction.)

d. Lacrosse — a player may not participate in interscholastic competitions more than six (6) quarters per day.

e. Wrestling — the combination of play dates (wrestling and girls wrestling) in which a student participates may not be
greater than the current varsity limit of play dates.

f. All other sports - the combination of games or play days (varsity and sub-varsity) in which the student participates
may not be greater than the limit allotted to the varsity in that sport (NOTE: Exceptions may be made by the
Executive Director.)

NOTE: Violations of these participation rules in ANY sport will result in a mandatory fine and an automatic forfeiture of the
game in which the student exceeded the limit. Additional penalties may be imposed by the Executive Director in extreme
circumstances.

1.45 Eighth grade students may participate on a sub-varsity team of a high school provided they attend a feeder school
of that high school.

a. Students in grade 8 are never eligible for a varsity event in any activity.

b. Eighth grade students who play on a high school team must meet all middle school requirements as put forth by the
State Department of Education.

c. An eighth grade student who is declared ineligible at a middle school or retained for academic reasons, is considered
to be ineligible for participation on a sub-varsity high school team.

d. Eighth grade students participating on a sub-varsity team may only participate in 70% of the number of games
allotted to the varsity team in that sport. Eighth grade students may not participate in more sub-varsity and middle
school contests combined than the number the GHSA allows for varsity competition in that respective sport.

14



e. Students below the eighth grade are not eligible to participate on any high school team.

Students enrolled in grade 8 in a middle school or junior high school which is a feeder school to the member high

school may participate in Spring football practice.

g. Students enrolled in grade 8 in a middle school or junior high school which is a feeder school to the member high
school may try out for cheerleading at the high school. Eighth grade students at a non-feeder school that has no
system high school may participate in cheerleading tryouts at the member high school serving the student’s area of
residence. Such a student must be pre-enrolled at that member high school, and once pre-enrolled, the student has
established eligibility at that high school.

h. Eighth grade students who attend a feeder school for one member high school may NOT participate in any sport or
activity practice at a different member high school.

i. All eighth grade students should be reported on Eligibility Form D, available on the GHSA web site.

P

1.46 The number of contests, start and end dates, and the number of practice days allowed for each sport or activity can
be found listed in a calendar at the front of this publication. (NOTE: The season ends for a team when that team is
eliminated from the post-season competition or wins the State Championship in that sport.)

1.47 A student’s gender is determined as follows:

a. Girls may participate on boys’ teams when there is no girls’ team offered in that sport or activity by the school
(exception: wrestling). Boys may not participate on girls’ teams even when there is no corresponding boys’ sport or
activity. Cheerleading is a coed sport.

b. A student’s sex is determined by the sex noted on his/her certificate at birth.

c. The GHSA will attempt to accommodate requests for private restroom or locker/dressing room facilities for students
requesting the same at GHSA playoff events or contests provided notice of the request is made as soon as possible
to the GHSA office. No student shall be required to utilize the private facilities.

1.48 Advisory Notice - Pregnant Students In response to the increasing number of pregnant students attending
member schools, and the continued participation of these students in GHSA activities, the following advisory notice is
being offered:

a. During the first 18 weeks of pregnancy, students, with written consent from a physician, may be allowed to participate
in athletic activities except those activities in which a fall or other rapid deceleration is likely to occur.
b. Pregnant students are not allowed to participate in any athletic activities after the 18th week of pregnancy.

1.49 Schools having students participate in athletic activities with artificial limbs must certify that the artificial limb is no
more dangerous to participants than a natural limb.

a. A permission form must be filed with the GHSA office.
b. The form may be found in the Miscellaneous section on the GHSA web site.

1.50 - SCHOLASTIC STANDING / SCHOLARSHIP

1.51 To be eligible to participate, practice, and/or try out in interscholastic activities, a student must be academically
eligible. A student is required to pass classes that carry at least 2.5 Units counting toward graduation the semester
immediately preceding participation. Exception: First semester ninth-grade students.

a. Passing in all GHSA member schools is a grade of seventy (70).

b. Students participating in junior varsity or “B” team competition must meet all scholastic requirements.

c. If an eligible student transfers from a school that uses a block-schedule format to a school using a traditional format
(or vice versa) and that student cannot get a full schedule of classes with equivalent credit in the semester of the
transfer, the school may petition the Executive Director for a waiver of this rule for the first semester after the transfer
occurs.

d. For schools offering courses with yearlong grading, eligibility must be computed for each semester.

1. Atthe end of the first semester, the school must determine that the student has a grade of 70% or higher in
classes carrying at least 2.5 Units.

2. The second semester grade will be the grade given for the entire course and shall include the end-of-course
test grade.

3. Remediation programs designed to bring the student’s first semester grade up to 70% or higher may be used
(in accordance with GHSA guidelines) if the school allows such programs for all students.

1.52 Students gain or lose eligibility on the first day of the subsequent semester. The first day of the Fall semester shall be
interpreted as the first date of practice for the first sport.

a. Exception: Students who successfully complete summer school to maintain eligibility become eligible the last day of
summer school.
1. Summer school is an extension of the previous semester and courses may be:
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a. remedial in nature where a previously-taken course is repeated in its entirety with a new grade being
given.
b. enrichment in nature where a new course is taken that results in new credit being earned.

2. A maximum of two (2) unit credits earned in summer school may be counted for eligibility purposes.

NOTE: Additional credits may be earned in credit recovery programs or make-up programs after the start of the
new semester.

3. Summer school credits earned in non-accredited home study programs or non-accredited private schools may
not be used to gain eligibility. Accreditation recognized under the rule shall be from the Georgia Accrediting
Commission (GAC) or a regional accreditation agency (such as SACS) or the Georgia Private School
Accreditation Council (GAPSAC).

4. An independent study course taken in summer school must be regionally accredited and accepted by the
school system for graduation credit.

b. Courses completed after the beginning of a new semester may not be used to gain eligibility for that semester.
Example: night school classes, correspondence courses, etc.
c. Independent study courses taken during the school year must meet the criteria of 1.52 (a) 4.

1.53 Students must accumulate units towards graduation according to the following criteria:

a. First-year students (entering 9th grade) are eligible academically. Second semester first-year students must have
passed courses carrying at least 2.5 units the previous semester in order to participate.

b. Second-year students must have accumulated five (5) total units in the first year, AND passed courses carrying at
least 2.5 units in the previous semester.

c. Third-year students must have accumulated eleven (11) units in the first and second years, AND passed courses
carrying at least 2.5 units in the previous semester.

d. Fourth-year students must have accumulated seventeen (17) units in the first three years, AND passed courses
carrying at least 2.5 units in the previous semester.

e. Students may accumulate the required units for participation during the school year and eligibility will be reinstated at
the beginning of the next semester.

ADVISORY NOTICE: CURRICULAR INNOVATIONS

A. BLOCK FOUR PROGRAMS:
1. The student takes four courses that are worth one (1) unit each and the classes meet twice the number of
hours per week as in the standard curricular programs.
2. To be eligible, a student must earn at least 2.5 units.
3. Unit requirements are the same in all curricular programs.
B. BLOCK EIGHT PROGRAMS:
1. The student takes eight courses at some time during the term, and each course is worth one-half unit.
2. To be eligible, a student must earn at least 2.5 units during the term.
3. Unit requirements are the same in all curricular programs.
C. HYBRID SCHEDULING:
1. Definition: A student takes a combination of courses scheduled as block courses, yearlong courses and/or
traditional courses.
2. To be eligible, a student must be enrolled in a combination of courses that carry at least 2.5 units.
3. To be eligible, a student must have passed a combination of courses the previous semester that carries at least
2.5 units.

1.54 A Dual Enrollment program is defined as a program in which a fulltime student at a GHSA member high school takes
one or more courses from a state public or private postsecondary institution and receives credit at the high school (toward
graduation) and at the postsecondary institution.

a. Dual enrolled students shall take courses that are approved by the Georgia Department of Education.
b. Courses may be taken in a variety of formats (including distance learning and virtual courses) as long as the courses
are approved.
c. Postsecondary semester hour credit shall be converted to high school unit credit as follows:
1. 1-2 semester hours equates to .5 unit
2. 3-5 semester hours equates to 1 unit
d. Postsecondary quarter hour credit shall be converted to high school unit credit as follows:
1. 1-3 quarter hours equates to .5 unit
2. 4-8 quarter hours equates to 1 unit

1.55 Students involved in approved Dual Enrollment programs shall be eligible to participate in GHSA activities provided
that academic eligibility is maintained.
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a. Courses taken each semester at the high school and/or postsecondary institution must total at least 2.5 units.

b. Courses passed the previous semester at the high school and/or postsecondary institution must total at least 2.5
units

c¢. Students will gain or lose eligibility on the first day of each semester at the high school and a college calendar that
differs from the high school calendar may cause problems.

d. Students who withdraw or are dropped from a Dual Enroliment program and are returned to the high school only,
may encounter eligibility problems.

e. Students involved in Joint Enrollment programs, Early College programs, or Gateway to College programs may not
be eligible at their respective high schools.

f. A student who participates on an intercollegiate athletic team may not participate in any GHSA activity.

1.56 Loss of Eligibility: Students assigned to an alternative school or on out-of-school suspension for disciplinary
reasons, or adjudicated to YDC, lose their eligibility. Suspension is considered to have ended when the student is
physically readmitted to the classroom.

1.57 Failure to Meet Academic Standards: When a school administrator believes that the student has failed to meet the
academic eligibility requirements due to conditions that were beyond the control of the school, the student, and/or his
parents, and such that none of them could have been expected reasonably to comply with the rule, he may request that
the student's case be put on the agenda of the Hardship Committee.

a. Ignorance of the rule(s) on the part of any individual is not sufficient cause to set aside the rule(s).
b. Schools must supply all the materials requested on the Hardship Application Form on the GHSA website.

1.58 Credit Recovery/Make-up Work: Students who have academic deficiencies at the end of a semester may make up
those deficiencies in programs that are available to any student in the school. NOTE: Programs allowing students to
recover academic credit have a variety of names in various schools.

a. Credit recovery programs are short-term programs that involve a course that has been completed and a grade given.
The student is given the opportunity to work on areas of deficiency.

b. Make-up programs occur when a course has not been completed and an “Incomplete” grade has been given. The
student is given the opportunity to work on areas of deficiency.

c. Credit recovery and make-up work must be completed by the first day of the first semester and within 15 school days
after the beginning of the second semester. The student is ineligible until such time as the work is completed and the
required passing grade has been recorded. Exception: If the end-of-course test is not offered before the first day of
the first semester or within the 15-school-day window of the second semester, the student may be granted a
reasonable extension by the GHSA.

d. The GHSA Executive Director shall be authorized to approve credit recovery or make-up work completed later than
the first day of the first semester or subsequent to the 15-school-day window of the second semester if he finds that
the

1. timeframe was not met due to circumstances outside the control of the student, his parent(s), and the school,
AND

2. work was completed as soon as reasonably possible, AND

3. allowance for such a delay is offered on the same basis to all students in the school.

e. Credit recovery programs operated during the summer shall be completed by the first day of the first semester.
Students using those credits to gain eligibility are ineligible until the course is completed successfully. Credit
recovery is used for remedial work only, and no new credit courses may be applied under this provision.

f. Students using credit recovery or make-up programs must have their eligibility submitted to the GHSA office on a
“Form C.”

1.59 Students with disabilities:

a. A student with disabilities who is enrolled in a special education program which is not physically located at the parent
school (example: psycho-education center, regional occupation center, community-based instruction class, etc.) shall
be eligible to participate, practice, and/or try out in interscholastic activities at the parent school if IEP (Individual
Education Program) requirements are met.

b. Schools with students having to meet only IEP requirements for course credit must establish an accounting process
for the number of courses passed each semester, and for the awarding of units. Requirements for the date of entry
into the ninth grade and for age apply to students with IEPs without variation.

c. Competitive interscholastic activities administered through local special education programs shall follow Georgia
Department of Education guidelines and procedures for special education, and are exempt from GHSA requirements.

1.60 - SCHOOL SERVICE AREAS / TRANSFER / MIGRANT STUDENTS / MIGRATORY WAIVER

1.61 School service areas for member public schools are those attendance boundaries established by local boards of
education from which a school normally draws its students. The service area for a member private school is the public
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school’s attendance zone in which the private school resides. The service area for a startup or converted charter school
will be the same as the school from which the charter school draws its students.

1.62 A transfer student who has established eligibility at a former school in grades 9-12 shall be immediately eligible at the
new school if:

a.

The student moved simultaneously with the entire parental unit and all other persons he/she lived with at the former
residence, and that residential unit moved into the service area of the new school with simultaneous enrollment of the
student in the new school. This is known as a “bona fide move.” (NOTE: A move within the same service area does
not constitute a bona fide move.)

1. The student may choose the public or private school serving that area.

2. It must be apparent that the parent(s) and all the persons residing with the student and the student have
relinquished the residence in the former service area and have occupied a residence in the new service area.

3. The following factors, although not conclusive, may be evidence of relinquishment of the former residence:
Selling the residence and vacating it; OR vacating the residence and listing it for sale at a fair market value; OR
vacating the residence and leasing it to another (other than a relative) at fair market value; OR abandoning the
residence and shutting off the unnecessary utilities. NOTE: When a family claims multiple residences, the
residence for which they apply for a homestead exemption will be declared the primary residence provided the
family spends the majority of their time at this residence.

4. The bona fide move is validated when the student’s family maintains the new residence for at least one
calendar year. A return to the previous service area within that year renders the student to be a migrant
student. All hardship appeal processes are available.

The student was enrolled in a private school or a magnet school and has a bona fide move from one public school
service area to another public school service area. A student in this situation may attend either the public school or a
private school serving his area of residence.

The student was enrolled in a non-member school in Georgia and, without a bona fide move, transferred to a GHSA
member school that serves his area of residence as long as:

1. ltis the initial move of the student from a non-member school to a member school serving his area of
residence, AND

2. The student was enrolled at the high school serving his area of residence in grades 9-12 before attending the
non-member school, OR

3. The student has not yet established eligibility in grades 9-12 at a member school.Eligibility is established the
first time the student enrolls in a GHSA member school regardless of service area.

4. A student who transfers from a GHSA member school to an independent school entering the GHSA in the next
school year must be enrolled at the entering independent school by January 31 of the year preceding their
becoming a GHSA member school in order to be eligible. NOTE: Rules about joint custody transfers have
control over the one-time transfer restriction in this by-law.

5. In compliance with the Dexter Mosley Act, schools must file eligibility for home study students using Transfer
Eligibility Form "HS" found on the GHSA web site.

The student transfers from a non-member home school and the receiving school grants credit so that the student has
accumulated sufficient units. At the time such credit is given, the student must also have passed a minimum of at
least 2.5 units the previous semester. The student becomes eligible when credit is awarded officially.

. The student is involved in a foreign exchange program that is approved and published on the “Advisory List of

International Educational Travel and Exchange Programs” published by the Council on Standards for International
Educational Travel (CSIET). This list is found on the GHSA web site.

1. The student shall be considered eligible for a maximum period of one calendar year.

2. The student shall not be a graduate of a secondary school in his home country.

3. The student must maintain eligibility requirements at the member school.

4. The foreign exchange program must randomly assign students to schools by a method that insures that no
student, school, or other interested party may influence the assignment for athletic purposes. “Direct
Placement” foreign exchange students must go through the hardship appeal process to become eligible.

5. All eligibility forms (Form B) for foreign exchange students must be accompanied by documentation from the
CSIET-approved foreign exchange program showing that the student has been placed according to the normal
procedures for that agency.

. If one of his/her parents or the custodial parent is a certified teacher or administrator teaching in grades 9-12 at the

receiving school. This opportunity is available one time only at any given school. (NOTE: Rules about joint custody
transfers overrule the one-time transfer restriction in this by-law.)

. The student has one of the following family related circumstances which shall constitute a waiver of the “bona fide

move” rule:

1. There is a Superior Court Final Order changing permanent physical custody of the student from one parent to
the other parent and the student moves to the residence of the parent receiving custody in a new service area
and attends the member school serving that service area. Note: All cases involving non-parental custody
changes must be appealed through the hardship process.

2. There is a Superior Court Final Order awarding permanent joint physical custody to the parents and the student
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elects to move from the residence of one parent to the residence of the other parent in a new service area and
attends the member school serving that area of residence. Provided, however, that such an election can be
made only once during a 12-month period beginning the date of the transfer and the Final Order must have
specifically awarded the parents “joint physical custody” of the student. Award of “joint legal custody” shall not
suffice for purposes of this paragraph.

3. There is a death of the custodial parent with whom the student resided and the student moves to live with the
other parent in a new service area and attends the member school serving that area of residence.

4. There is a military transfer of one or both custodial parents that requires a change of residence of the student
to a new service area and the student attends the member school serving that area of residence.

(NOTE: Eligibility forms for transfer eligibility under paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) above must be accompanied by
certified copies of applicable Court Orders. Eligibility forms for transfer eligibility under paragraph (4) above
must be accompanied by true and correct copies of verifiable deployment orders.)

h. Students who are U.S. citizens and who have been enrolled and attended a high school in a foreign country, upon
return to the U.S., shall be eligible to participate at a GHSA member school provided the student lives in the new
school’s service area and is otherwise eligible under GHSA age, eight-semester, academic and other eligibility rules.

i. Students who are transferred from one school attendance area to another school attendance area by a mandate of
the local board of education maintain their eligibility.

j- Married students setting up a household (domicile) shall be eligible in the school of their residence provided they
meet all other requirements of eligibility.

k. Students at the Atlanta School for the Deaf will be eligible at the school serving their area of residence provided they
meet all other eligibility requirements.

I. The migratory rule (See 1.63) will be waived one time for boarding students only who enter the following schools:
Ben Franklin Academy; Darlington. Exception: Students from foreign countries not on an approved foreign exchange
program are not eligible.

m. Students entering a school as an “unaccompanied youth” under the conditions of the McKinney-Vento Act must go
through the hardship appeal process to become eligible.

n. If approved by the local board of education, students enrolled in a magnet or specialty school established by the local
board of education shall be allowed to participate in GHSA extracurricular activities as a member of the school team
for the school which they would ordinarily attend according to local board of education attendance policy. Provided,
however, that:

1. If the magnet/specialty school offers the only activity in which the student elects to participate, the student shall
be required to participate as a member of the magnet/specialty school program in that activity.

2. Students at magnet/specialty schools may not participate in GHSA extracurricular activities at both the
magnet/specialty school and the school that the student would ordinarily attend. Those students must elect to
participate in GHSA extracurricular activities at only one school per school year. For example, students could
not play basketball at the magnet school and football at the home school.

3. The election of the student to participate in GHSA extracurricular activities for either the magnet/specialty
school or the school the student would ordinarily attend shall be binding for the current school year.

4. Such students shall be required to comply with all GHSA eligibility and other rules. The member school shall be
required to provide to the GHSA a copy of the local board of education approval of such participation.

5. The receiving school will submit students on an MT Eligibility Form. This form is available on the GHSA web
site (www.ghsa.net).

1.63 Student Eligibility

a. A “migrant student” is a student who transfers into a GHSA school without a bona fide move or without one of the
exceptions listed in by-law 1.62. The student may practice or compete at the sub-varsity level, but may not compete
at the varsity level for one calendar year from the date of entry into the new school. In the event that, after transfer, a
student becomes or is later determined to be a migrant student, then the student shall be ineligible to compete at the
varsity level for one calendar year from that date.

b. If a student has been ruled eligible to participate by the GHSA, but it is later determined that such eligibility should not
have been approved, any ineligibility to participate in future GHSA activities may be assessed as of the date that
such ineligibility was determined.

1.64 A student who is not eligible at the former school, and then transfers to a new school, cannot regain eligibility by the
transfer. Academically ineligible students cannot gain eligibility by being adjudicated to YDC and subsequently returning to
their resident school with earned credit. NOTE: The new school may file a hardship appeal if circumstances warrant.

1.65 Students whose transfers from member school to member school have been approved by the GHSA office after the
end of regular season play or during post-season play are not eligible for participation in GHSA sponsored tournaments
and/or playoffs in that particular sport for the school year of transfer.

1.66 A student who is not eligible at one school because of suspension or expulsion and then transfers to a member
school cannot regain eligibility by such a transfer, for the length of the suspension or one calendar year, whichever is less.
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1.67 A permissive transfer is defined as an allowance by a local board of education for students and/or their parents to
choose a school to attend without regard to the location of residence.

1. A student transferring from member school to member school on a permissive transfer is considered a migrant
student.
2. A student transferring to or from a school housing a system-wide, singular academic or vocation program or a
magnet program on a permissive transfer is considered a migrant student.
1. The offering of an individual course or series of courses by one school in a system does not provide inherent
justification to grant GHSA eligibility.
2. Special options offered by a school system that allow students to attend a school outside their area of
residence do not provide inherent justification to grant GHSA eligibility.
3. Any such permissive transfer issue may be brought before the GHSA Hardship Committee.
3. Students transferring under the provisions of Federal or State academic accountability regulations must be
processed through the normal hardship appeals process.
4. When a military base is located in two school districts, a student moving onto the base for the first time may choose
to attend either school district, and that district will place the student appropriately. Any transfer after the initial
placement will be subject to standard eligibility regulations.

1.68 Hardship Applications may be filed by an administrator at a member school when a student does not meet the
standards of eligibility outlined in by-laws 1.50 (academic issues) and 1.60 (transfer issues).

a. The GHSA Constitution (Art. IV; Sec. 5; Subsection B4) specifies that the hardship issues must be beyond the
reasonable control of the persons involved.

b. The process of appealing a decision of the Hardship Committee is outlined in the GHSA Constitution (Art. IV, Sec. 9,
Subsection C & D).

c. In order for a hardship appeal based on a financial hardship to be approved, the new school must provide proof that
the family attempted to address the financial problem at the previous school, and that the need-based financial aid
was non-existent or insufficient to resolve the problem. Increases in tuition or other costs at a private school do not
create an automatic reason to grant the appeal, because such fee increases are considered foreseeable and not
unavoidable. Documentation of the financial problem is required.

1.69 When a new school opens, student eligibility shall be determined as follows:

a. When a school district mandates a service area for a new school for all grades enrolled at the new school, all
students living within the mandated service area in those grades are immediately eligible. All students living outside
the mandated service area who desire to attend the new school are considered migrant students and are ineligible
for one year. Hardship appeals may be filed if conditions warrant.

b. When a school district mandates some students to attend the new school, allows some students to stay at their
present school, and permits some students to transfer to the new school, the school shall set a deadline for students
living in the service area of the new school to decide whether they will move to the new school, or stay at the present
school. The decisions exercised at the deadline date are binding. Subsequent changes render the student to be a
migrant student with the one-year period of ineligibility. Students who are granted permissive transfers to enroll at
the new school from other schools within the system are considered to be migrant students. Hardship appeals may
be filed if conditions warrant.

1.70 - RECRUITING/UNDUE INFLUENCE / FOLLOWING THE COACH

1.71 Recruiting and Undue Influence is defined as the use of influence by any person connected directly or indirectly
with a GHSA school to induce a student of any age to transfer from one school to another, or to enter the ninth grade at a
member school for athletic or literary competition purposes, whether or not the school presently attended by the student is
a member of the GHSA.

a. The use of undue influence to secure OR retain a student for competitive purposes is prohibited, and shall lead to
penalties being assessed against either school. This violation may cause the student to forfeit eligibility for one year
from the date of enrollment, provided however, that such period of ineligibility may be assessed from the date that
recruitment/undue influence violation was finally determined to have occurred with regard to the student rather than
from the date of enrollment.

b. Evidence of undue influence includes, but is not limited to:

1. personal contact with coaches, boosters, or other school personnel discussing participating in athletics upon a
proposed transfer

gifts of money, jobs, supplies, clothing, or housing incentives

free transportation

free admission to contests

an invitation to attend practices and/or games

a social event (other than an official schoolwide Open House program) specifically geared for prospective

SEGFNCEN
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athletes
7. free tuition beyond the allowable standards found in by-law 1.82
8. a coach asking a prospective student for contact information
c. Complaints or reports of violations of this rule will be investigated and handled on a case-by-case basis. If coaches
are found to be in violation of the recruiting rule, a copy of the investigation will be forwarded to the Professional
Standards Commission of the Department of Education.
d. A school will be afforded an opportunity to demonstrate it could not reasonably be expected to be responsible for the
actions of a booster who is found to have violated the recruiting/undue influence rules.

1.72 Following The Coach: A student athlete transferring from one school to another, or entering the ninth grade for the
first time, shall be ruled ineligible for one year if it is proven that:

a. The coach of the receiving school coached an out-of-school team or all-star team on which the athlete played prior to
the transfer; OR

b. The coach at the receiving school acted as a private athletic instructor for the transferring athlete, regardless of
whether the coach was paid for his services and/or expertise; OR

c. The student participated in a sports camp or clinic run by a member school and/or its coach(es).

d. The player who played for a coach at one school (GHSA member or non-member) and subsequently (within a 12-
month period) followed that coach when he/she moved to a GHSA school or changed schools within the GHSA
membership. (This is not applicable to dependent children of the coach.)

e. The situations cited in this by-law are considered to be violations even if a bona fide move has occurred. Hardship
appeal procedures are available for the demonstration that undue influence has not occurred.

1.73 A booster shall be considered to be an extension of the school and must abide by all rules applied to coaches and
other school personnel. The following persons or groups may be considered boosters: members of the school’'s Booster
Club; students; alumni; parents; guardians; or relatives of a student or former student; financial donors; donors of time and
effort; personal trainers or coaches renting facilities.

1.80 - FINANCIAL AID

1.81 Any student who receives financial aid or non-GHSA approved gifts from any source and in any form (scholarships,
tuition remission, cash, gifts, etc.) arising out of or received in connection with their participationin any sport or literary
event shall be ruled ineligible. The duration of the ineligibility will last as long as the illegal benefits are being received. This
prohibition shall not apply to awards under By-Law 1.90 or to other items approved by the GHSA.

a. If tuition is charged, it must be paid by a parent, legal guardian, or other family member with the exception of
payments coming from need-based financial aid.

b. Itis not legal for donated funds to be designated for a specific student that are given by non-family members,
businesses, churches or other organizations, except for programs specified by state law.

c. Schools may not employ students to work off their tuition costs.

d. The GHSA Executive Director will determine whether the financial aid or gift arose out of or in connection with
participation in any sport or literary event.

e. If a school allows a student who has received such financial aid or gifts to participate in competition, the Executive
Director shall assess an appropriate penalty.

1.82 Financial aid in the form of free or reduced tuition or other aid must be need-based aid as determined by a national
student aid service or financial aid based on institutional policies for academic performance (classroom record and/or test
scores) that is administered by persons not in the athletic department.

1.83 Member schools who award financial aid shall issue a statement to the Executive Director signed by the principal or
headmaster of the school giving the following information:

a. number of students enrolled in the school

b. number of students receiving financial aid

c. names of students (or a listing of student identification numbers) receiving financial aid who are involved in GHSA
activities

d. certification that the percentage of students who participate in activities and who receive financial aid is the same
percentage as the number of students receiving financial aid who do not participate in activities (plus or minus 5%)

1.90 - AMATEUR STATUS/AWARDS
1.91 A student who represents a school in interscholastic athletic competition shall be anamateur in that activity.

a. An amateur athlete is one who engages in athletic competition solely for the physical, mental, social, and pleasure
benefits derived therefrom.
b. Accepting nominal, standard fees or salary for instructing, supervising or officiating in an organized youth sports
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program or recreation, playground or camp activity, shall not jeopardize an athlete's amateur status.
c. Reasonable compensation derived from private lessons in a sport is permissible.

1.92 An athlete forfeits amateur status in a sport by:

a. competing for money or other monetary compensations except for reasonable allowances for travel, meals, and
lodging. NOTE: Accepting expense allowances authorized by the United States Olympic Committee for Olympic
Development Programs is acceptable for GHSA students.

b. receiving any award or prize of monetary value which has not been approved by the GHSA.

c. capitalizing on athletic performance by receiving money or gifts with monetary value except college scholarships.

d. signing a professional playing contract in any sport, or hiring an agent to manage his/her athletic career.

1.93 Only awards approved by the GHSA may be accepted by a high school student-athlete as a result of participation in
school or non-school competition in a sport recognized by the GHSA.

1.94 Symbolic awards (i.e. non-cash) presented for winning or placing in GHSA competitions are limited to $400 per
year, per student in the aggregrate, paid by the local school. These are the only GHSA-approved awards for
interscholastic competition. Beyond this, a student may receive one (1) school sweater or jacket presented by the school
during his high school career.

1.95 Athletes competing in golf or tennis events are limited to awards as specified in the United States Golf Association
Rules of Golf, and the United States Tennis Association Handbook of Tennis Rules and Regulations, which includes (but
not limited to) the following:

a. No cash awards may be accepted.
b. Merchandise awards in tennis may be accepted up to a retail value of $250.00.
c. Merchandise awards in golf may be accepted up to a retail value of $750.00.

1.96 Players attending national camps or all-star events may keep reasonable benefits for housing, meals and
transportation. Players may keep only equipment that is commemorative in nature and/or used in the process of the
event’s workouts.

1.97 Students may receive consideration for the use of their own name, image and likeness (NIL). Guidance for NIL can be
found in Appendix “N” of the GHSA Constitution.
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BY-LAW 2.00 - SCHOOL

2.10 - SCHOOL MEMBERSHIP TO GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

2.11 The GHSA is a voluntary association available to any Georgia high school, grades 9-12, that has been authorized to
seek membership by the local board of education or similar governing body of control.

a. Member schools agree to conform to the Constitution and By-Laws of the GHSA.
b. Member schools agree to conform to the rules of the region organizations to which they are assigned.
c. Should a conflict arise between state rules and region rules, the state rules always take precedent.

2.12 Procedure for Membership:

a. The local board of education or similar governing body of control must adopt a resolution authorizing membership for
the high school.

b. Membership is continued through the original resolution as long as the school is in good standing with the GHSA.

c. April 1 preceding the reclassification alignment process is the deadline date for new and existing private schools to
join the GHSA for the next reclassification period. Newly established public schools will have a deadline date of April
1 to join the GHSA for the upcoming school year. No private school with an actual numerical enroliment of less than
150 students in grades 9-12 will be admitted to the GHSA.

d. Converted charter schools whose attendance zones and eligibility requirements do not change retain their
membership in the GHSA. Converted charter schools or startup charter schools must apply for membership in the
GHSA.

2.13 Dues for Membership:

a. The amount of the dues is set annually by the Executive Committee of the GHSA and includes a portion of the cost
of catastrophic insurance.
1. Dues must be paid prior to October 15 of each year.
2. Schools failing to meet the dues-payment deadline are not eligible to participate in any contest until
membership dues are paid.
b. Dues are prorated according to the school’s classification.
NOTE: Schools with a total enroliment of less than 50 students are assessed their insurance fees according to the
actual number of participants.
c. *The Dues schedule is as follows:

CLASSIFICATION PAID BY OCTOBER PAID AFTER

15 OCTOBER 15
6A $1,115.00 $1,215.00
5A $990.00 $1,090.00
4A $865.00 $965.00
3A $740.00 $840.00
2A $615.00 $715.00
1A $490.00 $590.00

*Dues and Fees may be waived by the Executive Director.

2.14 If a school or school system initiates litigation against the association and the court rules in favor of the association,
the school or school system shall be responsible for paying all court costs and attorneys’ fees.

2.15 If the association conducts an investigation of a member school in reference to a possible violation of association
rules and the member school is found to be in violation, the school shall be assessed the cost of the investigation in
addition to any fines.

2.16 Playing a Non-Region Schedule: A school may choose to play a non-region schedule in football, fastpitch softball,
basketball, and/or baseball, and this choice is in effect for the current reclassification cycle.

a. A GHSA member school playing a non-region schedule may not participate in post-season competitionin the GHSA
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or any other association..

b. Results of games with a school playing a non-region schedule may not be used in region standings.

¢. Schools playing a non-region schedule in football, fastpitch softball, basketball and/or baseball must inform the GHSA
office not less than 30 days prior to the first official playing date for that sport.

2.17 Region and Area Divisions: A classification in any sport will be considered Regionalized when a majority of the
schools (with a minimum of 5) in all regions participate in that sport. In sports where all classifications are not regionalized,
the classes may be divided into Area alignments, and two or more classifications, or any portions thereof, may be
combined at the discretion of the Executive Director. NOTE: Regions formed by the Reclassification Committee that
consist of fewer than five (5) teams may be exempted from this rule.

2.20 - ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES
2.21 The administrative head of each school shall have on file in the school office:

a. a certificate of an annual physical examination given by a licensed medical physician, a doctor of Osteopathic
medicine, nurse practitioner or a physician’s assistant indicating the student is approved for participation in athletic
activities before that student may try-out, participate in practice, conditioning drills or summer activities, or participate
in interscholastic contests (see By-Law 1.41).

b. a written Emergency Action Plan for athletic practices and games. This plan must include responses to natural
disasters, serious illnesses/injuries, and terroristic events, and must have the involvement of local law enforcement
agencies, rescue agencies, medical doctors and hospital personnel.

c. The Emergency Action Plan (EAP) should include the following:

1. The venue-specific EAP should be reviewed and rehearsed annually prior to each sport season. Recommended
personnel include local Emergency Medical Services (EMS), school public safety officials, school
administrators, on-site medical personnel or school medical staff (team physicians or athletic trainers) and all
pertinent coaching staff members.

2. The venue-specific EAP and AED should be accessible to all involved in a potential emergent situation for
practices, games or other athletic events.

3. All emergency equipment which is available onsite, including Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs), should
be listed on the EAP, stored in a safe place, be well-marked and publicized.

4. The EAP should identify key personnel and their responsibilities to carry out the plan of action with a
designated chain of command, including documentation actions that need to be taken post emergency.

5. The EAP should contain appropriate contact information for the local and/or responding EMS personnel.

6. The EAP should contain the facility address, GPS coordinates, location and contact information.

7. A medical timeout is recommended prior to all GHSA sanctioned events to review the EAP.

2.22 The administrative head of each school shall operate all interscholastic contests and activities under direct and
complete control of the school administration or designated school personnel. These responsibilities are not to be
delegated by the board of education, superintendent, or principal to any person or persons who are not a part of the
school’s professional staff.

2.23 The administrative head of each school is expected to be a person who believes in fairness and honesty as evidenced
by the strict adherence to all rules and regulations in regards to eligibility of contestants representing his/her school.

2.24 The administrative head of each school is expected to employ those persons who exemplify fairness and honesty.
Any certificated person who violates rules in regard to student eligibility, or illegal practices, or knowingly misleads a
member school and/or the GHSA will have a report of that behavior sent to the Professional Standards Commission.

2.25 The administrative head of each school may submit to the GHSA Executive Committee such recommendations for
the improvement of the GHSA as he/she may deem necessary.

a. These recommendations must be submitted to the GHSA Office at least thirty (30) calendar days prior to the meeting
of the Executive Committee.

b. A proposal brought to the Executive Committee that is denied by either a subcommittee or the full Executive
Committee may not be submitted for three (3) regularly-scheduled meetings after the previous submission unless a
substantive change has been made to the proposal.

2.26 The member institution has a responsibility to educate student-athletes, coaches, and other appropriate persons on
GHSA rules and procedures that could affect them. Further, the member school should monitor its compliance with State
Association guidelines.

2.27 Member schools that fail to follow stated procedures and deadlines may be assessed a fine for each violation.

2.28 Schools that need to cancel appointments scheduled with the Hardship Committee or the Appeals Board must do so
at least 24 hours before the appointment. Failure to cancel properly will result in a fine.
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2.29 Member schools are expected to fulfill their responsibilities for a sports season once they have committed to play that
sport.

a. If a school commits to play a sport at the region meeting that precedes the sport, or on March 1 for Area sports, and
then drops out of competition before or during the season, the school will have to play a non-region schedule in that
sport the next year.

b. If a school enters the competitive structure that qualifies it to advance in postseason competition, that school is
expected to advance if it qualifies. Schools that drop out of competition after qualifying may be penalized with fines or
probation.

c. Appeals for emergency circumstances may be filed with the Executive Director.

2.30 - ELIGIBILITY REPORTS FILED BY THE SCHOOL

2.31 Eligibility reports are required for all contestants prior to the calendar date for the first possible practice in any GHSA
activity. (EXCEPTION: Eligibility reports for Literary, One-Act Play and Riflery competitions are due twenty (20) calendar
days before the first contest.)

a. Students are not allowed to participate in academic, athletic or literary competitions until their eligibility reports have
been received and processed by the GHSA Office.
b. Failure to meet the eligibility deadline may lead the GHSA Executive Director to:
1. Assess a fine to the school that is delinquent.
2. Suspend the membership of a school that does not file eligibility reports.
3. Reports not filed properly will be returned to the school for resubmission.

2.32 Schools playing interscholastic contests before filing an eligibility report on one or more participating students may be
subject to one or more of the following penalties imposed by the GHSA Executive Director:

a. afine per game or contest in which one or more participants had no eligibility report filed;

b. forfeiture of any game in which one or more participants did not have eligibility report filed;

c. restriction from competition in any sport if the fines assessed are not paid within fourteen (14) calendar days of
notification.

2.33 Supplementary eligibility reports may be submitted at any time on transfer students, students coming out for the team
after the initial report, and/or those students who gain eligibility at the beginning of a semester.

2.34 Once a student has been certified eligible by the school and has been processed by the GHSA, eligibility is assumed
to be continuing, and no further eligibility report is necessary for that student during the school year unless situations occur
that render the student ineligible.

2.35 If a student loses eligibility and regains it during the school year, a new eligibility report should be filed for that student.

2.36 Changes of Eligibility Records: When a school discovers that incorrect information has been given on an eligibility
report, the school should contact the GHSA office for procedural instructions.

2.37 Requests to investigate a student’s eligibility in regard to the transfer rule must be filed with the GHSA office at least
twenty (20) calendar days before the end of the regular season in order for any penalties to be applied before the end of
the playoffs.

2.40 - STUDENT RETENTION FOR INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES

2.41 Member schools shall prohibit participation in interscholastic activities by any student who was retained in the eighth
grade for competitive purposes. The governing body of each school system shall develop a written policy showing that the
system does not allow retention for competitive purposes.

2.50 - QUALIFICATIONS TO COACH

2.51 An athletic head coach must be a professional teacher, a full-time para professional (NOTE: para professionals must
take the Head Coaching Class offered through the GHSA coaches education program), or hold a four-year degree while
also employed in a teaching or administrative position, meeting the teaching requirements and be employed by only one
board of education or similar governing authority within the GHSA membership, regardless of whether or not they are paid
for their coaching

(Exception: when all boards of education or similar governing authorities and all principals/headmasters involved sign a
consent form on an annual basis he/she may coach at another school system), AND:

a. be employed for 20 or more hours per week on a regular basis in a professional, contracted position and must hold a
teaching certificate or leadership certificate issued by the State of Georgia, OR

b. be employed for 20 or more hours per week on a regular basis as a JROTC instructor in the school's JROTC
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program, OR

c. be assigned as a student intern in a practice teaching situation under the guidance of a college or university teacher
training program, OR

d. be aretired teacher teaching or supervising (NOTE: coaching meets the supervising requirement of this by-law) less
than one-half time (forty hours considered full time), OR

e. be a certified teacher or administrator at a member school on medical leave governed by the “Family Medical Leave
Act” and/or the “Georgia Teacher Maternity Leave of Absence” policy (see the GHSA web site for the required form).

f. If a currently certified faculty-coach at a member school loses his/her teaching position because of a reduction in
force action, that school may petition the Executive Director in writing for that individual to continue to coach without
going through the community coach training.

g. Ateacher at a non-member school who is hired to be a coach at a member school must complete the GHSA
Community Coach Education program and may not be a head coach. A consent form between the two schools must
be completed annually.

h. If a school is in a charter or strategic waiver (IE2) system, the coach (head coach or assistant) must meet the highly
qualified requirements outlined in the Georgia Professional Standards Commission’s guidelines.

2.52 Member schools may employ persons who are not professionally certificated teachers as assistant coaches in their
athletic programs. These individuals are referred to as “community coaches.”

a. Community Coach is defined as a person who does not have a professional-level certification, who relates in role and
function to a professional and does a portion of the professional's job or tasks under the supervision of the
professional, and whose decision-making authority is limited and regulated by the professional. Community coaches
are not allowed to function without the immediate supervision of an educational professional and may not assume
any of the duties of a varsity Head Coach or be named by the school as a varsity Head Coach.

b. Licensed para-professionals and full-time substitute teachers must complete the GHSA Coaches Education Program
and testing program to be eligible to coach.

c. All community coaches should be signed to a written “agreement to coach.”

1. They may coach for only one board of education annually, regardless of whether or not they are paid for their
services.

2. Community coaches may not coach the same sport at more than one school even if there are multiple schools
in the system.

d. All community coaches must complete the GHSA Coaches Education Training and Testing Program in “Sport First
Aid” and “Principles for Coaches.”

1. Prospective coaches must be subject to a criminal background check before they are registered for the GHSA
coaches education program.

2. Courses are offered at various times each school year throughout the state.

3. Prospective coaches are registered with the GHSA office by the school hiring them.

4. No community coach may do any GHSA coaching until he/she has been notified that the GHSA Coaches
Education Program had been completed successfully.

e. ltis recommended that the following priority for employment be used:

1. certified employees in the local system (secondary, middle, elementary, central office, etc.);

2. retired certificated personnel;

3. community coaches who have completed the GHSA Coaches Education Program.

f. All community coaches must attend a regular GHSA rules clinic each year for any sport in which they coach
beginning with their first year of service or the school will be fined.

g. No person who has coached a non-GHSA team in a sport or activity within the previous 12 months may be hired or
utilized by a GHSA member school in that same sport or activity IF any of that GHSA school’s players participated on
the non-GHSA team that person coached.

2.53 GHSA member schools must register all coaches in all GHSA governed activities according to the following:

a. An initial directory listing of administrators and coaches must be completed and filed with the State Office by August
1 of each year. Only professionally certificated personnel, or individuals holding a four-year degree who are
employed in a teaching or administrative position, are to be included on the initial directory listings.

b. Qualified Community Coaches are to be reported on the “School Staff Roster” on the GHSA web site. Only those
persons who have successfully completed the GHSA Coaches Education Program are to be listed. NOTE: Schools
must verify the successful completion of the coaches education program BEFORE community coaches are
submitted to the GHSA and BEFORE any coaching activities are allowed (forms on the GHSA web site).

c. After August 1, schools will have occasion to add members to their coaching staff. It is the responsibility of the
member school to register these additions in a timely manner, using the School Staff Roster on the GHSA web site.

d. Failure to comply with these procedures could result in punitive actions including, but not limited to, fines, forfeitures
and other penalties assessed to the member school.

2.54 Every faculty coach, community coach, or student-teaching intern at a member school must complete:
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a. a GHSA-sponsored rules clinic if he/she coaches the following sports or activities: cross country, football, softball,
volleyball, riflery, literary, esports, one act play, cheerleading (spirit and/or competitive), basketball, lacrosse,
wrestling, swimming and diving, track, baseball, golf, soccer and gymnastics.

b. CPR (minimum compression only) and AED training prior to any team activity or within a maximum of 30 days from
the start of a team activity and it must be renewed at a minimum of every two years.

c. All coaches must attend/complete a comprehensive training and education program for “Traumatic Head Injuries.”
The recommendation is the CDC “Heads Up” for coaches.

NOTE: A fine for each coach who does not complete a rules clinic, or who does not complete the required CPR, AED
or concussion management training, before the assigned deadline will be assessed to the school.

2.55 A coach on the payroll of one school district, but under contract to another school district for the following year, may
help with spring practice at the new school if arrangements are satisfactory with both systems.

2.56 An assistant or head coach at a GHSA member school may register and officiate a sport in which they coach with the
following provisions:

a. They may officiate a sub-varsity contest at any GHSA member school.
b. They may officiate at the varsity and/or post-season level, if the game does NOT involve schools in the same
classification as the school at which they coach.

2.60 - INTERSCHOLASTIC CONTESTS AND PRACTICES

2.61 All practices (team and individual) and all regular-season interscholastic contests for GHSA-member schools shall be
conducted outside the school day of the participants' school.

a. Regional, Sectional, and/or State playoffs are exempt from this rule.

b. The “school day” is defined as: that period of time between when students are required to report to school and the
time of dismissal of that school. EXCEPTION: When the host school is not in session on a given day, competitions
may be scheduled earlier than normal dismissal time for the host school. However, any school that is in session on
that day may not compete in that event before the normal dismissal time of that school.

c. A player who participates in a GHSA sport may not participate in practices that occur during the school day. Practice
is defined as any activity that is school-initiated, organized, coordinated or supported.

d. All practices will have a maximum length of 3 hours.

e. A maximum of two (2) practice sessions my be held in the same day. When multiple sessions are held, the
maximum practice time is extended to five (5) hours. Sessions must be separated by a three (3) hour rest break in a
cool environment and this rest break cannot included weightlifting or conditioning. When a double session practice
day occurs, the following practice day must be a single session day. (Football contact guidelines must be followed)

f. Football participants complete the five (5) day acclimatization period that starts five (5) weekdays prior to the first
official day of practice of each calendar year.

2.62 The GHSA shall provide rules and regulations for competition among member schools for those competitive activities
listed in the GHSA Constitution and By-Laws.

a. Member schools may be allowed to schedule and play GISA and GAPPS (formerly GICAA) member schools
provided the principal or athletic director of each agrees in writing, utilizing the standard “GHSA Cross-Play
Contract,” available on the GHSA web site (www.ghsa.net).

1. GISA and GAPPS schools competing with GHSA schools must comply with all GHSA safety rules and
requirements and must be in compliance with Official Code of Georgia Sections 20-2-319.2 relating to pre-
participation physical exams and 20-2-324.1 relating to concussion management protocols.

2. Participants must be in compliance with all eligibility rules of their respective associations.

3. Such competition shall not be counted, nor the results considered toward GHSA post-season competition.
(Exception: results can be counted when teams are using a Rating Formula to seed playoff qualification).

b. In situations not covered by section (a), member schools shall compete, practice or scrimmage only against other
member schools or against schools that are full members of the State Association in their respective states (NOTE:
Football games may be scheduled only if the opponent is a full member, without restrictions, of its state athletic
association). When competing internationally, member schools may compete only against school teams in that nation
that are composed of students of similar ages. International exhibition competitions or scrimmages are not allowed.
NOTE: When member schools compete out of state, the host state’s adaptations of NFHS playing rules will be
enforced, and all GHSA by-laws regarding sportsmanship, eligibility and game times will be enforced.

c. Member schools are permitted to compete against non-member schools in activities not listed in the GHSA
Constitution and By-Laws.

d. The GHSA Executive Director has the authority to approve competition between GHSA schools and private schools
from states in which membership in the State Association is not allowed. These hon-member schools must meet or
exceed the State Association standards in order to compete with GHSA schools.

e. A member school shall have no more than one varsity, one junior varsity, and one 9th grade team.
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1. Any sub-varsity team is limited to a maximum number of games equal to 70% of the varsity allotment in that
sport. EXCEPTION: New schools that have only 9th and 10 grades with JV teams only (no varsity) are allowed
to play the number of games allowed for varsity teams.

2. Competition between sub-varsity and varsity teams and/or individuals at the same event is prohibited. An
exception may be made by the Executive Director for schools just opening and for schools just starting a
particular sport.

3. In the sports of Cross Country, Golf, Swimming, Tennis, Track & Field and Wrestling, a school may use a “split
squad” at two regular season events on the same day at the varsity or sub-varsity levels. Both of the contests
must be counted against the total number of contests allowed in that sport (Exception: Golf — see Golf section).
Individual players may not exceed the total number of contests allowed at the varsity level of that sport.

4. Unattached Competitor: Individual athletes may participate in non-GHSA events in the sports of Cross Country,
Golf, Gymnastics, Riflery, Swimming, Tennis, Track and Wrestling as long as they do not represent their
school, do not wear the school uniform, and are not coached at the event, or transported to the event, by their
high school coach. “House teams” made up of athletes from various schools competing in a GHSA event are
not considered to be unattached competitors and are illegal.

5. No athlete will be allowed to compete in a GHSA game or contest (even in post-season play) unless
accompanied by certified professional school personnel whose names have been submitted to the GHSA as
coaches. Those students chaperoned by someone other than a certified professional will not be allowed to
compete.

6. In any GHSA sport, there may be no “open” competitions or exhibition performances that extend participation
beyond the three levels of competition (i.e., varsity, JV, 9th grade) mandated in this by-law. The only
interscholastic contests in which results are disregarded are scrimmages as defined below.

7. Drones shall not be permitted to fly during any GHSA sanctioned contest. Note: This prohibition begins when
the gates or doors open and extends until the last spectator has left the field or arena.

8. Live Animals are prohibited at any indoor GHSA event unless a signed permission letter is acquired from the
principal of the school wishing to bring the animal and the principal of the host school (if different). A copy of
this letter must be provided to the GHSA office. NOTE: This by-law does not pertain to certified service animals

f. One interscholastic scrimmage (two teams meeting head-to-head) is allowed in the sports of Baseball, Basketball,

g.

Football, Flag Football, Lacrosse, Soccer, Softball, Volleyball and Wrestling (tri match allowed on days preceding
school or quad match on days not preceding a school day).
1. This scrimmage may be scheduled anytime between the beginning of practice as set by the GHSA and the first
regular season game for each team.
2. This scrimmage is for varsity teams only, and shall be played with normal timing and/or scoring rules except as
noted in individual sports sections.
3. Officials registered with GHSA must be assigned, and the GHSA “Fee Chart” must be followed.
4. A school may not scrimmage another school that is counting the scrimmage as a regular-season contest.
All competitions in sports utilizing a Ratings Formula to seed post-season qualification MUST be played to
completion with a winner and a loser being determined.

2.63 Written contracts are required for all baseball, football, basketball, wrestling and fastpitch softball contests, and are
strongly recommended in all other interscholastic contests that are scheduled between member schools.

a. Contract forms can be found on the GHSA web site.
b.
c.

Contracts are also recommended for all sub-varsity contests.
GHSA-member schools are expected to fulfill the conditions of any game contract that has been properly executed.

1. Exceptions to the contract may be made with the agreement and consent of both schools.

2. Member schools that fail to fulfill the requirements of a scheduled event may be required to make restitution to
the competing school if that school is unable to secure an opponent (This includes multi-school events). The
offended school shall petition the Executive Director for the desired restitution.

3. Schools failing to fulfill a game contract may be suspended in that sport for one (1) full calendar year or the
corresponding date of the next calendar year, whichever is greater.

4. EXCEPTION: The GHSA Executive Director may excuse the failure to fulfill a game contract if, in his opinion,
the circumstances causing the failure were outside the control of the school officials.

. All athletic events hosted by GHSA-member schools (except Cross Country, Golf, Riflery, Tennis and Track) shall be

officiated at all levels of competition by officials who are members of associations that are approved by the GHSA.
(Exception: situation noted in By-Law 2.95).
1. Officials’ associations and their assigned schools shall include the method of payment in their contract.
2. ltis recommended that the same number of officials be used in regular-season competitions as the number
used in playoff competitions in that sport.

. Forfeiture and Restitution Policy

1. If a team does not arrive at the game site for any contest without notifying the host opponent of a late arrival,
that contest will be forfeited 30 minutes after the scheduled game-time. If the second game or contest was to be
played by a different team (EXAMPLE: girl/boy or JV/varsity combination events), then a decision to forfeit that
game will be made 30 minutes after the scheduled beginning of the second game.
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2. If there are to be multiple games by the same team and the team does not arrive at the game site without
notifying the host opponent of a late arrival, all games will be forfeited 30 minutes after the scheduled game-
time of the first contest. EXAMPLE: softball or baseball doubleheaders

3. If a school fails to show up for a game or cancels a game within twenty-four (24) hours of the scheduled starting
time without an emergency condition or weather-related conditions, that school shall pay a forfeiture fee to the
host school equivalent to the cost of the officials. NOTE: If the host school is the violating team, the fee will be
paid directly to the officials association. The host school shall reimburse the visiting team(s) for mileage
incurred by the visiting team(s) when this by-law is violated by the host team).

4. If a school fails to show up for a game or cancels within twenty-four (24) hours of the scheduled game time
without emergency reasons or weather-related reasons for a second time, that school must make restitution
again and must show cause to the GHSA Executive Director as to why they should not be placed on probation
by the GHSA.

f. The minimum penalty for allowing an ineligible athlete to participate in an interscholastic contest is forfeiture of the
game(s). Fines or other penalties may also be imposed. NOTE: If it is determined by the Executive Director that the
school has exercised every reasonable precaution and has been deceived regarding the student’s data, any or all
penalties may be set aside.

g. Ateam shall forfeit any team standing or points toward team honors when an ineligible student participates in a
contest. In sports where individual titles may be won (Cross Country, Literary, Riflery, Swimming & Diving, Traditional
Wrestling, Gymnastics, Golf and Track), eligible individuals will keep their placements and opportunities to advance
toward individual honors even if a teammate participated while ineligible.

2.64 Tournaments or multiple-meets, other than the Region or State elimination series must be approved (sanctioned) by
the GHSA Executive Director, subject to the special conditions for athletics and/or other activities.

a. A GHSA-member school shall not enter a tournament which requires sanctioning until that tournament has been
approved by the GHSA Executive Director.

1. The GHSA Executive Director may assess a fine and/or other penalties against a member school that violates
the sanctioning rules.

2. Member state championship teams receiving an invitation to nationally-recognized tournaments held after the
designated sports season has ended must apply to the Executive Director for approval. Such application must
be signed by the principal of the school, must be submitted at least 14 calendar days prior to the beginning of
the tournament and must include the following: contact information for the tournament organizer; proposed
plans for the school to include manner and date of travel; number of hours of instruction to be missed and fees
to participate. A decision not to approve may be appealed to the GHSA Board of Trustees, who shall review the
information submitted to the Executive Director. No additional information or documentation shall be
considered. The vote of the majority of the Trustees shall control.

3. Tournament participation limits are set for each sport, and they are listed in the specific sport sections in this
document.

b. All applications for sanctioning must be submitted to the GHSA thirty calendar (30) days prior to the tournament by a
GHSA-member school.

NOTE: Tournaments that require National Federation sanctioning are an exception to this rule.

¢. The host school for all sanctioned tournaments shall pay five percent (5%) of all gross gate receipts to the GHSA
within fourteen (14) calendar days after the tournament.

1. Total gate receipts before expenses are paid equals the gross receipts.

2. A financial report of the event shall accompany the payment.

d. GHSA approval for tournaments in contiguous states is needed when there are four or more schools participating.

e. Approval for tournaments in Georgia is needed when:

1. itis a tournament involving four or more schools OR

2. itis a tournament in which awards are given.

f. Tournaments that require approval from the National Federation are:

1. any interstate tournament in which more than eight schools participate, and at least one participant is from a
non-contiguous state OR

2. any interstate tournament that involves schools from five (5) or more state High School Associations, and at
least one of them does not border on the State of the sponsoring school OR

3. any international tournament (except competition with Canadian and Mexican high schools) OR

4. any interstate tournament involving two (2) or more schools which is co-sponsored by or titled in the name of an
organization outside the high school community (e.g., a university, a theme park, an athletic company).

g. The GHSA Executive Director has the authority to approve competition between GHSA schools and private schools
from states in which membership in the State Association is not allowed. These hon-member schools must meet or
exceed the State Association standards in order to compete with GHSA schools.

h. In all sports except Football, a team (subvarsity or varsity) may play multiple games on a single calendar day in a
tournament setting. NOTE: In these instances, the special “quarter/half participation rules” in basketball and soccer
are waived. When playing multiple games in a single day in Basketball, Soccer and Lacrosse, there must be at least
a four (4) hour scheduling interval between games.
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i. For any one-day event in which more than two schools compete (i.e., a basketball showcase or some similar event),
the following stipulations are in effect:
1. A “host school” must be designated for each game even if the games are played at neutral sites.
2. The host school must provide a Game Manager for that game.
3. The host school must schedule game officials through the local association assigned to it.
4. These special events will require sanctioning approval from the GHSA office.

2.65 Available Seating: Member schools shall provide a seat for each ticket sold to any contest regulated by the GHSA.

a. An available seat is defined as twenty-four (24) inches in width.

b. Each school is required to make a determination of the available seats prior to the beginning of the contest.

c. At outdoor events, “standing room” tickets may be sold as long as they are identified as such at the time of the
purchase, and as long as there are no problems with safety and security with such an arrangement.

2.66 Weekday Contests:

a. Teams playing any regular season contest when there are classes the next day shall be limited to a travel distance of
no more than 100 miles one way as determined using the maps program at www.Yahoo.com.

b. No contest shall be played beyond 11:30 p.m., unless exempted under By-Law 2.93 (c2b) or by procedures found in
sections of the by-laws dealing with specific sports. A petition may by filed with the Executive Director to waive the
11:30 p.m., curfew for teams of different classifications or competitions with out-of-state teams when there are
special circumstances.

2.67 Practice Policy for Heat and Humidity:

a. Schools must follow the statewide policy for conducting practices and voluntary conditioning workouts (this policy is
year-round, including during the summer) in all sports during times of extremely high heat and/or humidity that will be
signed by each head coach at the beginning of each season and distributed to all players and their parents or
guardians. The policy shall follow modified guidelines of the American College of Sports Medicine in regard to:

1. The scheduling of practices at various heat/humidity levels.
2. The ratio of workout time to time allotted for rest and hydration at various heat’/humidity levels.
3. The heat/humidity levels that will result in practice being terminated.
b. Football Only: Acclimatization and Re-Acclimatization (prior to October 1st)
1. Acclimatization
a. Football practice may begin five consecutive weekdays prior to the start date for football.
1. In the first five days of practice for any student, the practice may not last longer than two (2) hours,
and the student may wear no other protective football equipment except helmet and mouthpieces.
NOTE:
a. The time for a session shall be measured from the time the players report to the practice or
workout area until they leave that area.
b. During acclimatization practices, teams may hold a walk-through as long as there is at least a
three-hour break between the two activities.
2. Re-Acclimatization — Required for any athlete who misses five (5) consecutive days of practice/games for any
reason.
a. Day 1: 1.5 hours conditioning - helmets only
b. Day 2: 2 hours practice - helmets only
c. Day 3: 2.5 hours practice with helmets and shoulder pads
d. Day 4: 2.5 hours practice with full pads
e. Day 5: 2.5 hours practice with full pads or play a game

c. A scientifically-approved instrument that measures the Wet Bulb Globe Temperature must be utilized at each practice
(prior to October 1) to ensure that the written policy is being followed properly. WBGT readings should be taken at a
minimum of every 30 minutes, beginning 30 minutes prior to the start of practice. All WBGT monitors shall be
calibrated, at a minimum, every two (2) years or earlier if recommended by the manufacturer.

WBGT ACTIVITY GUIDELINES AND REST BREAK GUIDELINES

Under 82.0  Normal Activities - Provide at least three separate rest breaks each hour with a minimum duration
of 3 minutes each during the workout.

82.0-86.9  Use discretion for intense or prolonged exercise; watch at-risk players carefully. Provide at least
three separate rest breaks each hour with a minimum duration of 4 minutes each.

87.0-89.9 Maximum practice time is 2 hours. For Football: players are restricted to helmet, shoulder pads,
and shorts during practice, and all protective equipment must be removed during conditioning
activities. If the WBGT rises to this level during practice, players may continue to work out
wearing football pants without changing to shorts. For All Sports: Provide at least four separate
rest breaks each hour with a minimum duration of 4 minutes each.
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90.0-92.0 Maximum practice time is 1 hour. For Football: no protective equipment may be worn during
practice, and there may be no conditioning activities. For All Sports: There must be 20 minutes of
rest breaks distributed throughout the hour of practice.

Over 92.0 No outdoor workouts including walk throughs. If practice has not started, delay the start of
practice until a cooler WBGT level is reached.

d. Practices are defined as: the period of time that a participant engages in a coach-supervised, school approved sport
or conditioning-related activity. Practices are timed from the time the players report to the practice or workout area
until players leave that area. If a practice is interrupted for a weather-related reason (lightning, etc), the “clock” on that
practice will stop and will begin again when the practice resumes.

e. Conditioning activities include such things as weight training, wind-sprints, timed runs for distance, etc., and may be
a part of the practice time or included in “voluntary workouts.” Conditioning activities are not permitted to be used as
punishment.

f. A walk-through is a part of the practice time regulation and may last no longer than one hour. This activity may not
include conditioning activities or contact drills. No protective equipment may be worn during a walk-through, and no
full-speed drills, or running activitiesmay be held. Note: A maximum of two (2) practice sessions may be held in the
same day. When multiple sessions are held, the maximum practice time is extended to five (5) hours. Sessions must
be seperated by a three (3) hour rest break in a cool environment and this rest break cannot included weightlifting or
conditioning. When a double session practice day occurs, the following practice day must be a single session day.
(Football contact guidelines must be followed).

g. Rest breaks may not be combined with any other type of activity and players must be given unlimited access to
hydration. These breaks must be held in a “cool zone” where players are out of direct sunlight.

h. When the WBGT reading is over 86, ice towels and spray bottles filled with ice water should be available at the "cool
zone" to aid the cooling process AND cold immersion tubs must be available for the benefit of any player showing
early signs of heat illness. In the event of a serious EHI, the principle of “Cool First, Transport Second” should be
utilized and implemented by the first medical provider onsite until cooling is completed (core temperature of 103 or
less).

2.68 GHSA Concussion Policy and SB 60, Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention Act

a. GHSA Concussion Policy: In accordance with Georgia law and national playing rules published by the NFHS, any
athlete or game officialwho exhibits signs, symptoms or behaviors consistent with a concussion shall be immediately
removed from the practice or contest and shall not return to play until an appropriate health care professional has
determined that no concussion has occurred. (NOTE: An appropriate health care professional may include: licensed
physician (MD/DO) or another licensed individual under the supervision of a licensed physician, such as a nurse
practitioner, physician’s assistant, or certified athletic trainer who has received training in concussion evaluation and
management).

1. No athlete or game officialis allowed to return to a game or practice on the same day that a concussion (1) has
been diagnosed OR (2) cannot be ruled out.

2. Any athlete diagnosed with a concussion shall be cleared medically by an appropriate health care professional
prior to resuming participation in any future practice or contest. The formulation of a gradual return to play
protocol shall be a part of the medical clearance.

3. Any athlete who has been diagnosed with a concussion must fully return to school (if in session) for a full day
prior to returning to practice.

4. Each school will be responsible for monitoring the participation of its coaches in the concussion management
course, and shall keep a record of those who participate.

5. Each school must distribute to every athlete and his/her parent/guardian an information sheet that includes: the
dangers of concussion injuries, the signs/symptoms of concussion, and the concussion management protocol
outlined in this by-law. This sheet must be signed by the parent/guardian of each athlete and a copy kept on file
at the school.

b. Any student-athlete who has sustained and has been diagnosed with a traumatic head injury (concussion), must
follow a minimum of a 5-step return-to-play protocol. Recommendation for this RTP is based on an athlete completing
the following return-to-sport strategy once they have become “symptom free” as determined by an appropriate
healthcare professional. A minimum of 24-48 hours of both physical and cognitive rest must take place once the
diagnosis is made:

Level 1: Activity — “activities of daily living” that do not cause symptoms to re-occur (gradual return to school)
Level 2: Activity — Light aerobic activity such as walking or stationary bicycle (at a low pace with no resistance)
Level 3: Activity - Running drills, sport-specific activity without head impact

Level 4: Activity — Intensity of training drills may be increased. Limited practice with non-contact drills. Progressive
resistance training may begin.

Level 5: Activity — Full medical clearance by a healthcare professional, unrestricted training activities including
contact drills may begin

Level 6: Activity — Unrestricted participation to sport

A minimum of 24 hours must take place before progression to the next level.

c. SB 60, Jeremy Nelson and Nick Blakely Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention Act: In accordance with Georgia law:
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1.

Each school must distribute to every athlete and his/her parent/guardian an information sheet that includes: the
Early Warning Signs, How to Recognize Sudden Cardiac Arrest, and Learn Hands- Only CPR outlined in this
by-law. This sheet must be signed by the parent/guardian of each athlete, each athlete and a copy kept on file
at the school.

. Each school must hold an informational meeting twice per year regarding the symptoms and warning signs of

sudden cardiac arrest. At such informational meeting, an information sheet on sudden cardiac arrest symptoms
and warning signs shall be provided to each student’s parent or guardian. In addition to students, parents or
guardians, coaches, and other school officials, such informational meetings may include physicians, pediatric
cardiologists, and athletic trainers.

2.69 Legal practice dates are established for each activity (see the calendar at the beginning of this publication), and
schools shall not conduct or allow an illegal practice.

a. The beginning of each GHSA school year is designated as August 1st. The end of the GHSA school year is
designated as when an individual school ends its classes in the Spring.

b. lllegal practices are defined as practices involving five or more students participating in any extracurricular activity in
the presence of, or under the direct or indirect supervision of any coach of the school (including a community coach).
At any given point in time, only one (1) coach in a sport may work with up to four (4) athletes in skill-building drills.

1.

2.

3.

7.

8.

Any practice occurring after the beginning of the school year and before the opening of the designated season
is an illegal practice.
Any practice occurring after the end of the season for that team and before the end of the school year for
students in that school is an illegal practice.
During the summer (i.e., between the ending of one school year and the beginning of the next) the only
restrictions on practices and competition are that all activities must be strictly voluntary, and two (2) “Dead
Weeks” must be observed, as follows: Schools are prohibited from participating in voluntary workouts, camps
and/or clinics, weight training or competitions during the week (Monday through Sunday) beginning with
Memorial Day in May, AND the week (Monday through Sunday) in which the Fourth of July falls each year.
It is illegal for a team to go to a competitive or instructional camp or clinic during the school year.
a. If the event is held out of season, it would constitute an illegal practice.
b. If the event is held in-season, it would involve illegal coaching.
c. Boys and girls teams in the same sport are considered the same activity.
d. This prohibition does not apply to the summer months.
Neither coaches, former coaches (including community coaches), nor any other school personnel shall
suggest, require, or otherwise attempt to influence students to participate in or practice for a sport outside the
GHSA-designated season. (NOTE: This would prohibit requiring any student to participate in one sport in order
to be allowed to try-out and/or play another sport at his school).
The following activities are examples of illegal practices:
a. interscholastic scrimmages or practice competitions not in compliance with By-Law 2.62¢;
b. practices involving alumni or students who presently are not eligible at the member school at any time in
the school year;
c. practices against a non-school team at any time in the school year;
d. practices of any kind outside the season designated by the GHSA.
NOTE: Free Style and Greco-Roman Wrestling are considered to be the same sport as Folk Style (high
school) Wrestling and are subject to GHSA rules regulating illegal practices.
Coaches are allowed to be spectators (in the stands) or “fellow competitors” at non-school events out of season
as long as no coaching occur