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President:

GHSA STATE OFFICERS 1999-00

Dr. Gary D. Holmes, Brunswick

Vice President: Walter Wade, Atlanta
Executive Director: Tommy Guillebeau, Thomaston, GHSA Office
Commissioner of

Officials: ~ Dr. Ralph Swearngin, Thomaston, GHSA Office
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REGION SECRETARIES

Rusty Ganas, Ware County High School, Waycross
Edward Dyson, Northside High School, Warner Robins
Earl Etheridge, Savannah-Chatham County Schools
Stuart Bennett, Mcintosh High School, Peachtree City
Charles Wilson, Cass High School

Ronnie Smith, Cherokee County Schools

Bill Edwards, DeKalb County Schools, Decatur

Jerry Raines, Eatonton

Frank Orgel, Dougherty County Schools, Albany

Tim Harris, Troup High School, LaGrange

Dr. Wayne Wiggins, Richmond County Schools, Augusta
Scott Terry, Morrow High School

Vivian Randolph, Webb Bridge Middle School, Alpharetta
Scott Butler, Clarkston High School

Billie Smith, Catoosa County Schools, Ringgold

Bobby Pate, Hartwell

Ken Hall, Early County High School, Blakely

Charles Reid, Vidalia High School

Molly Howard, Jefferson County High School, Louisville
Billy Faircloth, Bleckley County High School, Cochran
Larry Hardy, Cross Keys High School, Atlanta

Ed Vosburgh, Cartersville Primary, Cartersville

Dr. Richard Behrens, White County High School, Cleveland
Bruce Yates, Jackson County High School, Jefferson
Jerry Yancey, Pelham High School

Ray Tootle, Candler County Schools, Metter

Tommy Tucker, Taylor County High School, Butler
David Price, Emanuel County Institute, Twin City
Donna Johnson, Temple High School

William H. Teat, Rome

Mary Jo Kemp, Glascock County High School, Gibson
Donnie Drew, Commerce High School
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GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 5

GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION COMMITTEES

State Appeal Board

Earl Etheridge (AAAA) (2001-02) Ed Thayer (AAAA)
Michael Davis (AAA) (2001-02) Wayne Tootle (AAA)
Chuck Taylor (A) (1999-00) Ronald Dixon (AA)
Raynette Evans (At Large) (1999-00) Stephen Johnston (AA)
Delores Mitchell (At Large) (2001-02) Larry Campbell (A)

Hardship Committee

Jim Hughes (AAAA) (2000-01) Dave Hunter (AAAA)
(AAA) (1999-00) Chuck Miller (AAA)
Eddie Henderson (AA) (2000-01) Steve Sewell (AA)
Don Littleton (A) (1999-00) Matt Troutman (A)
Gary Holmes (President) Walter Wade (VP)
Board of Trustees
Earl Etheridge (AAAA) (1999-00)
Wayne Tootle (AAA) (2001-02)
Larry Campbell  (A) (2000-01)

Raynette Evans (At Large) (2001-02)

Band and Music Committee
Frank Parsons (AAAA)
Charlie Henderson (AAA)
Steve Sewell (AA)

Ray Tootle (A)

Baseball Committee
Frank Parsons (AAAA)
Eddie Henderson (AAA)
John Osborne (AA)
Larry Campbell (A)

Basketball Committee
Dave Hunter (AAAA)
Raynette Evans (At Large)
Michael Davis (AAA)
Ronald Dixon (AA)

Larry Campbell (A)

Broadcasting/Media Committee
Robert Davis (AAAA)

Chuck Miller (AAA)

Herbert Monroe (AA)

George Kennedy (A)

Cheerleading Committee
Ed Thayer (AAAA)

John Osborne (AAA)
Jack Johnson (AA)
Steven Johnston (AA)
Ray Tootle (A)

Eligibility Committee
Jim Hughes (AAAA)
Chuck Miller (AAA)
Raynette Evans (AA)
Donnie Drew (A)

Don Rooks (At Large)
David Nelson (At Large)
Ric Hall (At Large)

Football Committee
Earl Etheridge (AAAA)
Wayne Tootle (AAA)
Steve Sewell (AA)
Larry Campbell (A)

Golf Committee
Jim Hughes (AAAA)
TBA (AAA)

Steve Sewell (AA)
Donnie Drew (A)
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GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 9

ELIGIBILITY REPORT INSTRUCTIONS

ltems to which specific attention should be directed are:

1.

The report submitted to the State Office becomes a permanent record and
is sent to the region as a permanent record. Care should be taken to have
the information fully correct and complete. An error could seriously affect
the eligibility of a student and penalize a school.

. The signature of the principal or assistant principal or superintendent,

along with the report preparer is required on both the Form A and Form
B Eligibility Certificates.

. A separate report IS NOT required for each sport. A school may submit

a separate report for each activity if their region so requires. However, the
State Office maintains that once a student has been reported and declared
eligible for the school year, no further report is necessary for that student
during the school year, UNLESS eligibility has been interrupted.

. Boys and girls may be listed on the same form. More than one activity may

be listed on the same form.

. An eligibility report must be filed at least twenty (20) days prior to the

calendar date for the first game or contest in any activity.

. A COMPATIBLE computer form from member schools will be acceptable

in place of the Form A Certificate of Eligibility so long as the information
is in the exact order and form as shown on the GHSA Form A.

. CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY - FORM A

A. Submit original Form A - TYPED - per instructions on the form. A copy
will be returned to the school and a copy sent to the region secretary
showing the eligibility status of each student listed on the form. (The
“Eligibility Status” column is for GHSA use only.)

B. No certificate of eligibility form will be accepted if it is not typed.

C. NAME - List students in alphabetical order by grade (9-10-11-12), last
name first, giving full names. Nicknames may be placed in parenthesis
after the name.

D. DATE OF BIRTH Give month, day, year. You will be assisting the
student if you require a birth certificate to be presented for verification
of age.

E. DATE STUDENT ENTERED 9th GRADE - The section showing the
date of first entrance in the 9th grade should be complete (including
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GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
8. TRANSFER STUDENTS - FORM B

A. Form B shall be submitted on each student listed on Form A as a
transfer from another school.

B. Give “Years Attended (Dates)’ beginning with 9th grade.

C. See the GHSA By-Laws, Section 1.00 - Student, for more specific
information concerning migratory students.

D. A copy of court awarded custody papers from a court of proper
jurisdiction must be submitted in the case of a transfer due to a divorce
or change of custody from one natural parent to another natural parent.

FOR THE CURRENT YEAR:

1. A student whose birth date was priorto May 1, 1980, is overage and is not
eligible.

2. A student who entered 9th grade prior to 1996, has completed eight (8)
semesters and is not eligible.
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GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 13

SEC.3
CLASSIFICATION — HOW DETERMINED

A. In reclassification years, the Executive Director shall secure the F.T.E.
Count of member schools and assign each school to a classification. Each
member school shall be notified of their proposed classification.

B. Classification of schools shall be based on F.T.E. membership (active
enroliment) using the average of the first two counts. Numbers will be
based on grades 9-12. F.T.E. membership is secured from the State
Department of Education. The F.T.E. membership report used to
determine the classification of a school for a two-year period is based on
figures for the nine (9) months immediately preceding classification.

For schools being consolidated at a classification period, the combined
F.T.E. membership figure of the consolidated schools shall be used to
determine the classification of the consolidated schools.

C. Grades (9-10-11-12) shall be used as the base to determine classification
figures, plus all MID (Mildy Intellectually Disabled) and other Special
Education students taught in self-contained classrooms and carried on
attendance registers which do not also include regular or non-special
students.

Inschools where students are designated as MID but are not mainstreamed
into the homerooms for reporting for membership purposes, 3/5 of the MID
will be added to grades 9-12.

D. Unless the school has at least 35% membership of each sex, it will be
considered a single sex school. In this case the F.T.E. membership
SHALL BE DOUBLED TO DETERMINE THE CLASSIFICATION FIG-
URES.

E. New schools will be assigned classification upon projected system F.T.E.
membership for the school grades 9-12. Where the new school has 9th
and 10th grade only, projected figures for feeder schools 7th and 8th
grades apply. Where the new school has 9th grade only, projected figures
for feeder schools 6th, 7th and 8th grades apply.

F. Once a school has confirmed its F.T.E. membership with GHSA, the
membership figures may not be changed, (unless there is a mathematical
error in computation by the GHSA).

NOTE: Classification for the school years 1998-99 and 1999-00 is based on
the F.T.E. membership reports for the school year 1996-97. The next
reclassification will be based on the reports for the school year 1998-99 and
will become effective in the school year 2000-01.
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GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 15

SEC. 8
CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF
REGION ALIGNMENT BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

. The Executive Committee shall thereafter meet to approve and/or revise

the final proposed region alignments as submitted by the Reclassification
Committee and to make final region assignments. The Executive Com-
mittee shall have the authority to consider requests to transfer to a
different region which were brought before the Reclassification Commit-
tee in a timely manner.

. Each member school shall be notified of final region assignments.

SEC. 9
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF
REGION ASSIGNMENT BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

. Any member school whose final region assignment is changed by the

Executive Committee, may request reconsideration of that change by
submitting a request in writing to the State Office within ten (10) days after
the notice of final region assignment has been made.

. Each member school will be notified of any revision of final region

assignment.

SEC. 10
STRUCTURE OF REGIONS

. After reclassification years, all regions will meet and submit to the State

Office by the second Saturday in January a plan for structure of the
regions. These plans must spell out subdivisions, if any, for all activities.
All regions must have been approved before any scheduling may be
finalized.

. In the event that any member school has a complaint with the structure of

a region, it shall so advise the Executive Director and all other schools in
the subject region of such complaint in writing within five (5) days after the
second Saturday in January. The Executive Director shall then convene
a meeting of the Reclassification Committee to review the present and
proposed region structure and to attempt to arbitrate the differences and,
failing that, to make a recommendation to the Executive Committee.

All schools in the subject region shall be advised of the meeting of the
Reclassification Committee by the Executive Director and shall have the
right to present evidence to the Committee. Any member of the Commit-
tee which is a member of the subject region shall be disqualified from
participation on the Committee.
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GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 17

. When a member of the State Executive Committee is unable to attend a
State Executive Committee meeting, the President of the region shall
have power to appoint an eligible member of the region concerned to
represent the region at that meeting.

SEC. 3
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

. Membership of the Board of Trustees shall be composed of the President,
Vice-President, and Executive Director, plus one member from each
classification elected by the Executive Committee. The term of office for
members of the Executive Committee serving on the Board of Trustees
shall be for three (3) years.

. The Board of Trustees shall receive and hold title to all real and personal
property of said Association in trust for the benefit of said Association and
shall have general custody and administration of such property with power
and authority to lease, sell and convey said property of said Association;
provided however, said Board of Trustees shall not sell or convey any real
property so held by them in trust for said Association without first being
authorized to do so by a majority vote of the State Executive Committee
of said Association at a meeting duly called for such purpose.

. The Board of Trustees reviews pertinent issues relative to the successful
operation of the organization. The Board of Trustees reviews the
recommendation by the Executive Director concerning the budget, rec-
ommends committee appointments, and recommends length of contract
for the Executive Director. The Board of Trustees recommends the two
at-large female representatives to the Executive Committee.

SEC. 4
STATE APPEAL BOARD

. The State Appeal Board shall be composed of ten members to be elected
by the State Executive Committee with two members from each of the four
classifications and two members chosen at-large.

. The term of each member of the State Appeal Board shall be for three (3)
years or until their successor is elected.

. The duties of the State Appeal Board as set forth in Sec. 9 shall be
performed by four (4) members of the Board sitting on an alternating basis
as selected and notified by the Executive Director.

. Eligibility rules in regards to age, normal semesters, four years of
participation, and the passing of five (5) unit subjects or their equivalent
the semester or quarter immediately preceeding participation shall be first
submitted to the State Appeal Board for decision with the right to appeal
an adverse decision to the State Executive Committee under Article IV,
Section 9.
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g

1.

student, and/or his parents, and such that none of them could
reasonably have been expected to comply with the rule. Ilgnorance of
the rule on the partof any or all of them shall not be considered sufficient
cause for setting aside its effects.

. The decision of the Hardship Committee must be unanimous to set

aside the effects of the rule in each individual case, and such decision
shall not be considered as setting a precedent for other cases of a
somewhat similar nature.

. The decision of the Hardship Committee shall be appealable to the

Appeals Board by compliance with Sec. 9C. of the Constitution and
then to the State Executive Committee by compliance with Sec. 9F. of
the Constitution.

The Executive Director shall have the authority upon receiving an
application by a member school to set aside the effect of any eligibility
rule upon an individual student within the jurisdiction of the Hardship
Committee and to grant the same without necessity of the appearance
of the student or a representative of the school before the Hardship

Committee when, in the judgement of the Executive Director, the

circumstances regarding the application are such that:

(a)The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility
requirements are beyond the control of the school, the student, and/
or his parents and such that none of them could reasonably have
been expected to comply with the rule; and,

(b) The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility
requirements work an unjust, unfair, and unforeseeable hardship
upon the student; and

{c)The facts are clear, undisputed, and supported by appropriate
documentation.

. The Executive Director shall not have the authority to deny an

application for hardship status and shall be required to either grant the
application or to schedule the application for hearing by the Hardship
Committee.

The Executive Director shall have the discretion upon receiving an
application by a member school to set aside the effect of any academic
eligibility, age, and eight semester rule upon individual students when,
in the judgement of the Executive Director, the following criteria are
met:

(a) The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility
requirements are beyond the control of the school, the student and
his parents, and such that none of them could reasonably have been
expected to comply with the rule; and

{b)The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility
requirements work an unjust, unfair and unforeseeable hardship
upon the student; and
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SEC. 8
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

. A President and a Vice-President shall be elected as State Association
officers at the spring meeting of the Georgia High School Association.

. The election and term of office of the Executive Director shall be for a term
of one to five years at the discretion of the State Executive Committee and
the President and Vice-President of the Georgia High School Association
and shall be authorized to execute a contract in the name of and for the
Georgia High School Association.

. Only members of the State Executive Committee shall be entitled to vote
in elections.

. Should the President become disqualified by death, resignation, or
otherwise, the Vice-President shall assume the office immediately and
shall act as President until the vacancy is filled.

. Any vacancy which may occur in the office of President or Vice-President

shall be filled at the next meeting of the State Executive Committee.

. Each region in Class AAAA, AAA, AA, and A shall elect at any region

meeting, a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary-Treasurer, and from
one to three region committee members as region officers.

Terms of office shall be fortwo (2) years. The even numbered regions shall
electin the even numbered calendaryears, and the odd numbered regions
shall elect in the odd numbered calendar years. Any vacancy occurring
on a Region Committee shall be filled by the Region Committee until the
next meeting of the region.

. The State Executive Committee member from each region shall be
elected at any Region meeting when there is a vacancy to be filled. The
term of office shall be for a period of three (3) years. Any vacancy
occurring on the State Executive Committee shall be filled by the Region
Committee until the next meeting of the region concerned.

SEC. 9
AUTHORITY OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
APPELLATE PROCEDURE

. The State Executive Director shall be authorized to interpret the rules of

the Georgia High School Association and to impose the proper penalty for
their violation. The Associate Executive Director shall, upon the absence
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written notice of appeal to the State Executive Committee through the
State Executive Director within five (5) days of the date of the decision.
The notice of appeal shall clearly state the decision being appealed and
the reasons for such appeal. Such notice of appeal shall be accompanied
by a check sufficient to pay the entire expenses of the State Executive
Committee when such appeal is required to be heard at a time other than
regularly scheduled meetings of the State Executive Committee.

G. The State Executive Committee, after hearing or examining the evidence
submitted by the party or parties concerned, shall render a decision to
affirm, reverse, or modify the decision under appeal.

H. No other method of appeal shall be held valid and any appeal must begin
with the first step outlined and not eliminate any step until reaching the final
court of appeal, the State Executive Committee. When the decision by the
State Executive Committee is in favor of the appealing party or parties, the
State Executive Committee may charge the expense of the meeting to the
Georgia High School Association and reimburse the appealing party or
parties. Members of the Hardship Committee and the Appeal Board will
not be eligible to vote (those members who have heard a specific case)
as a member of the Executive Committee when an appeal goes before the
full Executive Committee.

SEC. 10
VOTE

Each school shall have one (1) vote in a Region meeting and each member
of the State Executive Committee shall have one (1) vote in the State
Executive Committee meeting.

SEC. 11
AMEND CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

A. It shall take a two-thirds vote of the State Executive Committee to amend
the Constitution.

B. A majority of votes of the State Executive Committee shall be required to
amend the By-Laws.

C. The effective date of any changes in the Constitution & By-Laws will be the
next school year unless otherwise provided by the change.

D. Proposed changes in the Constitution must be submitted to the Executive
Director in writing. These proposed changes shall be submitted by the
Executive Director to each Region Secretary.
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SEC. 14
CODE OF ETHICS

The Georgia High School Association recognizes its responsibility with
respect to the promotion of honesty, truthfulness, and accuracy in record-
keeping and reporting. Therefore, the professional personnel of the member
schools are charged with upholding the Code of Ethics adopted by the
Professional Standards Commission as accepted and approved by the State
Board of Education.

ARTICLE V — GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 1
REPORTS

A. The Superintendent or Principal of each member school shall make
reports to Region Secretary and State Executive Director at the time
prescribed in the By-Laws and in the manner called for, and also other
reports as may be requested by the Region Committee, State Executive
Committee or State Executive Director.

B. All Region Secretary reports concerning entries in the State Basketball
Tournaments and State Meets or concerning any routine matter pertain-
ing to the Gieorgia High School Association shall be addressed to the State
Executive Director. These reports shall be filed in the State Office for
future reference.

SEC. 2
CONTESTS

A. Each region may hold annual contests in literary, athletics, and other forms
of contests designed to promote the cause of education and authorized
by the State Executive Committee.

B. Such contests must be held on dates to be announced in this Constitution
and By-Laws under the rules governing State and Regional meets.

C. Schools shall compete in their own classifications in State and Regional
meets.

D. Winners in regional meets may be sent to the State Meet in both athletic
and literary events.
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BY-LAWS

The Georgia High School Association recognizes that local boards and/or
governing bodies may place more stringent requirements as they deem
appropriate. The Association encourages all boards of education and/or
governing bodies to extend the same rules and regulations to all extra-
curricular activities under their jurisdiction.

These rules establish the provisions governing student eligibility to participate
in interscholastic activities.

A,

The word “student” used in these By-Laws refers either to a boy or girl
participant in interscholastic athletics, cheerleading, band, or literary
activities. Therefore, according to correct grammatical usage, since the
antecedent “student” can involve persons of both sexes, the masculine
pronouns he, his, or him used throughout said By-Laws will refer to either
male or female participants.

. The word “principal” used in these By-Laws refers either to a male or

female head of a secondary school. Therefore, according to correct
grammatical usage, since the antecedent “principal” can involve or refer
to persons of either or both sexes the masculine pronouns, he, him, or his,
will refer to a male or female head of a secondary school.

. The abbreviations GHSA used throughout these By-Laws refers to the

Georgia High School Association.

BY-LAW 100 - STUDENT

1.10 - CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY (See Interpretation #1, page 62)

1.11 Students gain eligibility to practice or compete for the school in
which they are enrolled after they have been certified by the
principal of that school, after the eligibility forms have been
processed by the GHSA office, and after the students have met the
standards of:

(a) academic requirements

(b) age

(c) semesters in high school

(d) residence in the school's service area
(e) transfer rules

1.12 The certification of eligibility shall be submitted initially in each
sport or activity no later than twenty (20) days before the date set
by the GHSA for the first contest in that sport or activity.

(a) This due date does not consider the date of the first contest
scheduled.
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1.24

{c) EXCEPTION: A student enrolled in the 8th grade or below of
a feeder school will be permitted to participate with the high
school band in District Music Festival, and such participation
will not be charged against that student so as to affect later
eligibility.

A Special Studentis defined as one who is taking work which does
not carry Carnegie units necessary for graduation, OR who is
repeating work already passed, OR who is allowed special privi-
leges and is not required to fulfill all duties that pertain to regular
or normal students. A Special Student is not eligible to participate.

1.30 - AGE (See Interpretation #5, page 62)

To be eligible to participate in interscholastic activities, a student must
not have reached his 19th birthday prior to May 1st, preceding his year
of participation.

1.40 - LIMITS OF PARTICIPATION (See Interpretation #6-11, page 63-64)

1.41

1.42

1.43

Students must have a certificate of an annual physical examina-

tion on file at the school prior to participating in any try-outs,

practices or games that indicate the students are physically

approved for participation.

(a) The physical exam must be conducted by a licensed medical
physician.

(b) The doctor's stamp is acceptable if it is in script, and if
information appears elsewhere on the form identifying him/
her as a medical doctor.

A student has eight (8) consecutive semesters or four (4)
consecutive years of eligibility from the date of entry into the ninth
grade to be eligible for interscholastic competition.
(a) Date of entry is defined as the first date of enrolling as a
student taking two (2) or more high school subjects.
(b) A student is not considered to have entered the Sth grade
when a 9th grade course is taken if:
(1) the student is regularly enrolled in a member's feeder
school in a grade below the ninth, AND
(2) the course is taken as an advanced course, AND
(3) the principal of the school attended by the student
certifies to the GHSA that the subject and course(s) meet
the criteria set forth above.
(c) Credits earned toward high school graduation which are taken
below the ninth grade can not be used when considering high
school eligibility.

Sub-varsity competitors must meet all eligibility requirements
with the exception of the migratory rule. At the sub-varsity level,
schools may schedule only 70% of the games allotted to the varsity
teams.
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