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2 GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
2003-04 CHANGES

CONSTITUTION
New percentages adopted for classifications
When schools exceed enroliment projections, non-region schedule can
be required
Three of more schools determined to be "isolated” can request GHSA
help with region subdivisions
STUDENT BY-LAWS
1.41  GHSA recommends new physical examination form
1.62 Waiver added for children of transferred military personnel
1.72 Undue influence transfer rule strengthened
1.94 Monetary limit for symbolic awards adopted
SCHOOL BY-LAWS
2.563 Coaches registration process explained
2.63 New video taping policy explained
2.69 School year begins with preplanning or practice, whichever first
2.69 Camp/clinic restrictions clarified
2.76 Officials dressing area "off limits" at certain times
2.83 New broadcast fee schedule approved
2.84 Use of digital video equipment explained in detail
2.96 "Unattached competitor" rules explained
2.98 All on-field personnel at state events must be 12 or older
STATE BY-LAWS
3.14 Regions must have an "appeals committee"
STATE BY-LAWS
4.18 Factors to consider during reclassification listed
ATHLETIC BY-LAWS
Sec.1 - Baseball Use of "playing dates" discontinued
Sec. 2 - Basketball Criteria changed for selection of tournament officials
Sec. 3 - Cheerleading Maximum number of competitions increased to 6
Protests not allowed on judging decisions
Sec. 5 - Football New overtime procedure adopted
Teams in Monday "mini-game" allowed to start
state playoffs on Saturday
Region must decide seedings of tied teams if all
have spot in playoffs
Sec.9 - Riflery Areas must have proceedure for determining seedings
Sec. 12 - Swimming Each school with competitor must have representative
at the state meet
Sec. 13- Tennis Allow 18 varsity matches to include invitationals
Sec. 14 - Track Pole vault regulations and restrictions clarified
Wheelchair Track regulations and events listed
Sec. 15- Volleyball Rally scoring format adopted for 2003 season
Sec. 16 - Wrestling Recommendations made concerning skin disorders
Changes made in Team Dual State Tournament



GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 3

GHSA STATE OFFICERS 2003-04

President: Dr. Gary D. Holmes, Brunswick

Vice President: Walter Wade, Atlanta

Executive Director: Dr. Ralph Swearngin, Thomaston, GHSA Office
REGION REGION SECRETARIES

1-AAAAA  Kevin Giddens, Colquitt County High School, Moultrie
2-AAAAA  Don Corr, Jonesboro High School, Jonesboro
3-AAAAA  Earl Etheridge, Savannah

4-AAAAA  Charles Sheets, Fayette County High School, Fayetteville
5-AAAAA  Jeff Wheeler, Marietta High School, Marietta

6-AAAAA  Ronnie Smith, Cherokee County Schools, Canton
7-AAAAA  Bill Edwards, DeKalb County Schools, Decatur
8-AAAAA  Jerry Raines, Eatonton

1-AAAA Frank Orgel, Dougherty County Schools, Albany
2-AAAA Mitchell Chason, Harris County High School, Hamilton
3-AAAA  Wade Marchman, Burke County High School, Waynesboro
4-AAAA Dale Krach, Northgate High School, Newnan

5-AAAA Scott Butler, Clarkston High School, Clarkston

6-AAAA Mike Martin, North Forsyth High School, Cumming
7-AAAA  Allen Fort, Gordon Central High School, Calhoun
8-AAAA Bobby Pate, Hartwell

1-AAA David Mims, Fitzgerald High School, Fitzgerald

2-AAA Ashley Barnwell, Savannah Christian School, Savannah
3-AAA Molly Howard, Jefferson County High School, Louisville
4-AAA Bobby Griffin, Perry High School, Perry

5-AAA Rusty Hudson, Westminster School, Atlanta

6-AAA Ed Vosburgh, Cartersville High School, Cartersville
7-AAA Chris Mance, Gainesville High School, Gainesville
8-AAA Bruce Yates, Jackson County High School, Jefferson
1-AA Ken Hall, Early County High School, Blakely

2-AA Donald Altman, Waycross

3-AA Chunk Reid, Vidalia High School, Vidalia

4-AA Glenn Tidwell, Tri-County High School, Buena Vista
5-AA Kris Palmerton, Pace Academy, Atlanta

6-AA Ed Vosburgh, Cartersville High School, Cartersville
7-AA Steve Cisson, Morgan County High School, Madison
8-AA Steve Miller, Buford High School, Buford

1-A Robert Douberly, Ware County Magnet School, Manor
2-A Tommy Tucker, Taylor County High School, Butler

3-A Ray Tootle, Candler County Board of Education, Metter
4-A J. Robert Carroll, Treutlen High School, Soperton

5-A Kathy Scott, Heard County High School, Franklin

6-A William H. Teat, Rome

7-A Mary Jo Kemp, Glascock County High School, Gibson
8-A Donnie Drew, Commerce High School, Commerce
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REGION
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STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2003-04

COMMITTEE MEMBER

JoAnn Danna, Coffee High School, Douglas (2005-06)

Robert Davis, Westside High School, Macon (2003-04)

Earl Etheridge, Savannah (2004-05)

Danny Cronic, East Coweta High School, Sharpsburg (2003-04)
Donnie Griggers, Harrison High School, Kennesaw (2005-06)
Ronnie Smith, Cherokee County Schools, Canton (2003-04)
Fred Price, Atlanta City Schools, Atlanta (2005-06)

Dave Hunter, Brookwood High School, Snellville (2003-04)
Wayne Tootle, Cairo High School, Cairo (2004-05)

Anthony Dimitri, Jordan High School, Columbus (2005-06)
Luther Welsh, Thomson High School, Thomson (2005-06)
Rodney Walker, Sandy Creek High School, Tyrone (2005-06)
Charlie Henderson, DeKalb County Schools, Decatur (2003-04)
Cheryl Finke, Chamblee High School, Chamblee (2005-06)
Allen Fort, Gordon Central High School, Calhoun (2003-04)
Tommy Stringer, Loganville High School, Loganville (2004-05)
Tim Hathcock, Worth County High School, Sylvester (2005-06)
Hugh Yaughn, Tattnall County High School, Reidsville (2005-06)
Rick Tomberlin, Washington County H. S., Sandersville (2005-06)
Sam Barrs, Dublin City Schools, Dublin (2003-04)

TBA

Charles Wilson, Cass High School, Cartersville (2003-04)

Steve Sewell, Pickens County High School, Jasper (2003-04)
Elliott Poss, Elbert County High School, Elberton (2005-06)
Scott Horton, Albany High School, Albany (2004-05)

Jesse Crews, Charlton County High School, Folkston (2005-06)
Mark Stroud, Tri-County High School, Lyons (2005-06)

Glenn Tidwell, Tri-County High School, Buena Vista (2003-04)
Rob Weltz, Holy Innocents' School, Atlanta (2003-04)

Glenn White, Model High School, Rome (2003-04)

Andrew Ainslie, Morgan County High School, Madison (2003-04)
Terry Rogers, Union County High School, Blairsville (2005-06)
Robert Douberly, Ware County Magnet H. S., Manor (2005-06)
Windle McKenzie, Brookstone School, Columbus (2005-06)

Ray Tootle, Candler County Schools, Metter (2005-06)

Britt Ingle, Wheeler County High School, Alamo (2005-06)
Chuck Taylor, Bowdon High School, Bowdon (2005-06)

Duane McManus, Bremen High School, Bremen (2005-06)

Larry Campbell, Lincoln County High School, Lincolnton (2003-04)
Donnie Drew, Commerce High School, Commerce (2005-06)
Raynette Evans, Bibb County Schools, Macon (2004-05)

Lynda Martin, North Cobb High School, Kennesaw (2004-05)
Stuart Bennett, State Department of Education

Dr. Don Rooks, Georgia School Boards Association

Dr. Randall Edmunds, Georgia School Supt. Assn. (Lincoln Co.)
Bobby Griffin, Georgia Assn. Secondary School Principals (Perry)
Ray Broadaway, Exec. Sec., Georgia Athletic Coaches Assn.

Dr. Lucia Norwood, DeKalb County Schools, Decatur
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GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION COMMITTEES

Sam Barrs
Larry Campbell
Jesse Crews
JoAnn Danna
Donnie Drew

Anthony Dimitri
Donnie Griggers
Gary Holmes
Dave Hunter
Windle McKenzie

State Appeal Board
Earl Etheridge
Raynette Evans
Charlie Henderson
Gary Holmes
Steve Sewell

Hardship Committee
Lucia Norwood
Fred Price
Chuck Taylor
Rick Tomberlin
Walter Wade

Board of Trustees

Earl Etheridge (AAAAA)
Wayne Tootle (AAAA)
Steve Sewell (AAA)
Andrew Ainslie (AA)
Larry Campbell (A)
Raynette Evans (At Large)

** Indicates Chairperson

Baseball Committee
Anthony Dimitri **
Tim Hathcock

Ronnie Smith

Chuck Taylor

Glenn White

Basketball Committee
Raynette Evans
Charlie Henderson
Fred Price

Terry Rogers

TBA

*k

Glenn Tidwell
Ray Tootle
Wayne Tootle
Walter Wade

Rodney Walker
Rob Weltz
Glenn White
Charles Wilson

Calendar Committee
Randall Edmunds

Allen Fort
Bobby Griffin

Donnie Griggers

Elliott Poss

Chuck Taylor **

Glenn Tidwell

Cheerleading Committee

*h

Sam Barrs
Allen Fort

Tim Hathcock
Lynda Martin

Ray Tootle
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Coaches Committee
Ray Broadaway

Britt Ingle

Fred Price

Terry Rogers **

Rick Tomberlin
Luther Welsh

Eligibility Committee
Andrew Ainslie

Stuart Bennett

JoAnn Danna **
Donnie Drew

Randall Edmunds
Allen Fort

Bobby Griffin

Elliott Poss

Don Rooks

Football Committee
Ray Broadaway
Larry Campbell

Earl Etheridge **
Scott Horton

Steve Sewell

Wayne Tootle

Golf Committee
Sam Barrs
Jesse Crews **
Danny Cronic
Robert Douberly
Tommy Stringer

Gymnastics Committee

Donnie Drew
Charlie Henderson
Lucia Norwood **
Rob Weltz

Literary Committee
Cheryl Finke

Ronnie Smith
Chuck Taylor

Glenn Tidwell **
Charles Wilson

Medals and Awards Committee

Robert Douberly
Charlie Henderson
Britt Ingle

Lucia Norwood
Mark Stroud

Media Committee
Danny Cronic **
Anthony Dimitri
Duane McManus
Elliott Poss

Rob Weltz

Officials Committee
Danny Cronic

Britt Ingle

Terry Rogers

Walter Wade
Rodney Walker **
Hugh Yaughn

Reclassification Committee
Andrew Ainslie
Sam Barrs

Larry Campbell
Jesse Crews
Earl Etheridge **
Gary Holmes
Dave Hunter
Steve Sewell
Ray Tootle
Wayne Tootle
Walter Wade
Rodney Walker

Riflery Committee
Anthony Dimitri
Donnie Griggers
Lynda Martin
Windle McKenzie
TBA
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Soccer Committee
Dave Hunter **
Windle McKenzie
Mark Stroud

Rick Tomberlin
Rodney Walker

Softball Committee
Robert Davis
Donnie Drew

Cheryl Finke **
Glenn Tidwell

Hugh Yaughn

Sportsmanship Committee
Jesse Crews

JoAnn Danna

Bobby Griffin

Lucia Norwood

Rick Tomberlin

Ray Tootle **

Luther Welsh

Swimming Committee
Donnie Griggers

Scott Horton **

Lynda Martin

Rob Weltz

Charles Wilson

Tennis Committee
Robert Davis
Robert Douberly **
Tim Hathcock
Tommy Stringer
Glenn White

Track Committee
Robert Davis **
Scott Horton
Duane McManus
Elliott Poss

Luther Welsh

Volleyball Committee
Cheryl Finke

Windle McKenzie
Ronnie Smith **
Glenn White

Charles Wilson

Wrestling Committee
Dave Hunter
Duane McManus
Mark Stroud
Tommy Stringer
Hugh Yaughn

ok

Note: The GHSA President and Vice President are ex officio members of all

committees.
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ULUROIA U OLHVUL ASSULLA LIVIN
BEGINNING AND ENDING DATES FOR 2003-04

FIRST DATE ELIGIBILITY FIRST DATE NUMBER REGION/AREA STATE SERIES
FOR REPORT FOR CONTESTS WINNERS END OF
ACTIVITY PRACTICE DUE CONTEST PERMITTED BY SEASON
__(JV in Parenthesis)
Football(shorts) July 21 August 9 August 29 10 (D) November 15 December 20
(full pads) July 28
(spring practice) April 26-May 7
Cheerleading July 28 August 9 September 29 6 (4) Jan. 31 February 7
(spring practice/tryouts April 19-May 7)
Softball July 28 July 20 August 9 16 (11) October 18 & 25 Oct. 30-Nov. 1
Volleyball July 28 July 22 August 11 15(11) playing dates October 21 November 8
Cross Country July 28 July 29 August 18 10 (7) October 25 November 8
Debate August 18 {20 days August 18 18 (13) January 31 Feb. 6-7 (May 31)
One-Act Plays August 18 {before first August 18 6 (4) November 8 Nov.15 (May31)
Literary August 18 {contest August 18 15 (1) Mar. 12-13 (only)March 27 (May 31)
Riflery August 18 " October 6 - March 19 April 10 (May 31)
Basketball October 20 October 21 November 10 25 (18) February 14 March 5-6
Swimming October 20 October 28 November 17 10 (7) Open February 11-14
Wrestling October 20 October 28 November 17 20 (14) playing dates February 13-14 Dual: February 6-7
Trad: February 20-21
Gymnastics January 19 January 20 February 9 10 (7 April 23 April 30
Lacrosse February 2 January 27 February 16 18 (13) April 24 May 8
Golf February 9 February 3 February 23 12 (8) playing dates  April 30 May 10
Soccer (Spring) February 2 January 27 February 16 18 (13) April 24 May 14-15
Tennis February 2 January 27 February 16 18 (13) April 28 May 14-15
Track - Girls January 26 January 27 February 16 10 (7) April 28 May 6-8
Track - Boys February 2 February 3 February 23 10 (7) May 5 May 13-15
Baseball February 16 February 10 March | 26 (18) May 8 June 4-5




GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 9
GHSA DEADLINE DATES

Due Date Material to be Submitted Sent To
July 20, 2003 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Softball GHSA
July 22, 2003 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Volleyball GHSA
July 29, 2003 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Cross Country GHSA
August 9, 2003 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Football GHSA
August 9, 2003 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Cheerleading GHSA
September 22, 2003  Notification of Entry - Cross Country Reg. Sec.
October 3, 2003 Notification of Entry - One Act Play Reg. Sec.
October 15, 2003 GHSA Dues Payable GHSA
October 17, 2003 Contestants List - Cross Country Meet Dir.
October 21, 2003 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Basketball GHSA
October 28, 2003 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Swimming GHSA
October 28, 2003 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Wrestling GHSA
December 19, 2003  Notice of Intent to Enter Comp. Cheerleading Reg. Sec.
January 9, 2004 Contestants List for Debate Reg. Sec.
January 20, 2004 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Gymnastics GHSA
January 26, 2004 Wrestling Entry Forms Due Host Site
January 27, 2004 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Soccer GHSA
January 27, 2004 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Lacrosse GHSA
January 27, 2004 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Girls Track GHSA
January 27, 2004 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Tennis GHSA
February 3, 2004 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Boys Track GHSA
February 3, 2004 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Golf GHSA
February 4, 2004 Contestants List for Literary Competition Reg. Sec.
February 4, 2004 Swim & Diving Entry Form (2004 State Meet) Host Site
February 10, 2004 Initial Eligibility Report Due - Baseball GHSA
April 1, 2004 Notice of Intent to Enter Gymnastics (2004-05) GHSA
April 1, 2004 Notice of Intent to Enter Lacrosse (2004-05) GHSA
April 1, 2004 Notice of Intent to Enter Riflery (2004-05) GHSA
April 1, 2004 Notice of Intent to Enter Soccer (2004-05) GHSA
April 1, 2004 Notice of Intent to Enter SP Softball (2004-05)  GHSA
April 1, 2004 Notice of Intent to Enter Volleyball (2004-05) GHSA
April 1, 2004 Notice of Intent to Enter Wrestling (2004-05) GHSA
April 19, 2004 Golf Rosters Due (Boys and Girls) Reg. Sec.
April 19, 2004 Contestants List - Girls Track Reg. Sec.
April 26, 2004 Contestants List - Boys Track Reg. Sec.
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ELIGIBILITY REPORT INSTRUCTIONS

Items to which specific attention should be directed are:

1.

GHSA Eligibility Form A and Form B, instructions, and other eligibility forms
are provided to all member schools in the GHSA FORMS NOTEBOOK
under the "Eligibility Section."

. The report submitted to the State Office becomes a permanent record and

is sent to the region as a permanent record. Care should be taken to have
the information fully correct and complete. An error could seriously affect
the eligibility of a student and penalize a school.

. The signature of the principal or assistant principal or superintendent,

along with the report preparer is required on both the Form A and Form B
Eligibility Certificates. That signature certifies that all data is correct and
accurate.

. Boys and girls may be listed on the same Form A, and more than one

activity may be listed on the same Form A. (Note: Some regions may
require a separate Form A for each activity. If so, follow the region
regulations.)

. Once a student has been certified eligible in a given school year, it is not

necessary to re-file that student in subsequent activities unless region
rules specify differently. The GHSA office maintains that once a student
has been reported and declared eligible for the school year, no further
reportis necessary for that student during the school year UNLESS his/her
eligibility has been interrupted. There is no longer any need to submit a
Form B for a previously-cleared transfer student. Transfer students are
never listed on a Form A.

. An eligibility report must be filed at least twenty (20) days prior to the

calendar date for the first possible game or contest in any activity.
Supplemental filings may be made throughout the season. (EXCEPTION:
Eligibility reports for Literary, One-Act Play, Debate, and Riflery competi-
tions are due twenty (20) days before the first contest.

. When filing an eligibility report, use only current GHSA-approved forms. A

COMPATIBLE computer format of the eligibility report from member
schools will be acceptable so long as the information is in the exact
order and form as shown on the GHSA Eligibility Forms.

. Once the form has been reviewed and processed in the GHSA office, one

copy will be returned to the filing school, one copy to the Region Secretary,
and one copy retained at the GHSA office.
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8. CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY (Non-Transfer Students) - FORM A

A

B.

H.

Form A must be typed. No certificates will be accepted that are
handwritten.

NAME: List students in alphabetical order by grade (9-10-11-12). Give
the full name with the last name listed first.

. DATE OF BIRTH: Give the month, day, and year of the student's birth.

A student whose 19th birthday was prior to May 1 of the preceding
school year, is overage and not eligible to participate. You will be
assisting the student if you require a birth certificate to be presented to
you for verfication of age.

. DATE STUDENT ENTERED 9th GRADE: -Complete the month, day,

and year the student took the first 9th grade class at any school. This
is not necessarily the date the student first entered your school. A
student will not be eligible for participation for more than eight (8)
semesters from the date of taking the first ninth grade subject. (Note:
High School credit earned in Grade 8 or lower can not be used for
eligibility purposes in Grades 9-12.

. GRADE: Show the grade level assignment of each student for the

current school year.

. TOTAL COURSES PASSED PREVIOUS SEMESTER: Show the total

number of courses the student passed the previous semester. In order
to be eligible, (beginning with the second semester of 9th grade) the
student must have passed five (5) courses or their equivalent the
semester immediately preceding participation. Place an "E" in the
Courses Passed column for entering ninth graders. Note: Double the
number of courses passed for students on Block Four Programs

. TOTAL UNITS ACCUMULATED: Show the total number of Carnegie

Units the student has accumulated thus far in his/her high school career
(excluding units earned below Grade 9). To be eligible, the student
must be "on track” as follows:

END OF FIRST YEAR: 4 Units
END OF SECOND YEAR: 10 Units
END OF THIRD YEAR: 16 Units

Students who lose eligibility for not meeting the "on track" requirements
at the beginning of the year may regain eligibility during the school year
by accumulating the units required at the end of the semester and by
passing the required number of subjects the previous semester. RE-
MINDER: Eligibility is lost or regained on the first day of the new
semester.

ELIGIBILITY STATUS: This column is for GHSA use only.
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9. CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY - TRANSFER STUDENTS - FORM B

A. TRANSFER STUDENTS: FORM BMUST BE TYPED. Ifastudent has
transferred to your school during the past twelve (12) months after
entering 9th grade (and has not been cleared previously) complete and
submita Form B for that student. If the transfer student has been in your
school one full calendar year, do not file a Form B. NOTE: Transfer
students who do not meet eligibility guidelines for migrant students are
eligible to participate at the sub-varsity level ONLY, provided they meet
academic standards.

B. ACADEMIC DATA: This is the same information that is required for
non-transfer students on Form A.

C. YEARS ATTENDED: List all previous schools the student attended
beginning with the 9th grade.

D. ADDRESS (PRESENT/PREVIOUS): Give full street addresses and
DO NOT use post office box numbers.

E. LIVES WITH/LIVED WITH: Use the full name(s) of the parents, step-
parents, guardians, etc. With blended families it is sometimes confus-
ing when complete names are not given.

F. DATE STUDENT ENROLLED: Be precise as to the date the student
entered your school.

G. BONA FIDE CHANGE OF ADDRESS: In order for a student to have a
bona fide move, the student must have moved with the person(s) he/
she lived with previously and must have moved from another service
area to your school's service area. Answer "Yes" or "No".

H. EXCEPTIONS: Certain situations allow a student to be eligible without
a bona fide change of address. See By-Law #1.60.

FOR THE CURRENT YEAR:
1. Astudent whose birth date was priorto May 1, 1984, is overage and is not
eligible.

2. A student who entered 9th grade prior to 2000, has completed eight (8)
semesters and is not eligible.
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ALLIANCE OF GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION AND
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ADAPTED SPORTS PROGRAMS

Since 2001, the GHSA has been involved in an alliance with the American
Association of Adapted Sports Programs. This is a growing relationship in
which both organizations are working together for the benefit of physically
disabled and visually impaired students.

The Georgia High School Association and the National Federation of State
High School Associations have long held the philosophy that participation in
competitive activities is an integral part of the educational experiences of high
school students.

While the GHSA has accommodated participation of disabled students in
several sports and activities, we have not ventured into the area of facilitating
participation of disabled students in adapted sports.

The GHSA recognizes that AAASP is the premier organization administering
adapted sports, and the GHSA wants to partner with AAASP by providing
competitive activities for our disabled students in addition to lending our
resources to their endeavors. Under the leadership of Beverly Vaughn and
Tommie Storms, this organization provides tremendous opportunities in the
area of adapted sports.

AAASP oversees competitions in wheelchair basketball, wheelchair track,
indoor wheelchair soccer, power hockey, and beep baseball throughout the
state of Georgia. Additionally, AAASP personnel travel throughout the United
States helping establish and maintain recreational and athletic programs for
disabled persons.

It is important for school personnel to understand the opportunities available
for disabled athletes, and to share that understanding with students in their
schools. ltis also important that coaches appreciate the value of athletics in
the lives of disabled students, and the particular techniques involved in
coaching disabled athletes.

AAASP stands ready to assist school personnel in their endeavors. For more
information, please use the following contacts:

Website www.aaasp.org
Phone (404) 294-0070



CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE | - NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION

This organization shall be known as the Georgia High School Association.

ARTICLE Il - OBJECT OF THE ORGANIZATION

The objective of the organization shall be the promotion of education in
Georgia from a mental, physical, and moral viewpoint, to standardize and
encourage participation in athletics, to promote sportsmanship and an appre-
ciation for and study of music, speech, and other fine arts through Region and
State competitions.

ARTICLE Il — MEMBERSHIP

SEC. 1
SCHOOLS ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP

The membership of the Georgia High School Association shall consist of
public and private high schools in the state of Georgia.

SEC. 2
CLASSIFICATION OF MEMBERSHIP BY SIZE

A. The membership of the Association shall be divided in five (5) classifica-
tions as follows:
(1) 15% AAAAA, 21% AAAA, 21% AAA, 21% AA, 22% A
(2) Schools with the same F.T.E. count separated by a percentage break
point will be placed in the higher classification.
NOTE: See Reclassification schedule listed in By-Law #4.15.

B. Such classifications shall be effective for a two (2) year period.
C. Each classification will have eight (8) regions, unless otherwise needed.
SEC. 3
CLASSIFICATION — HOW DETERMINED
A. In reclassification years, the Executive Director shall secure the F.T.E.

Count of member schools and assign each school to a classification. Each
member school shall be notified of their proposed classification.
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. Classification of public schools shall be based on F.T.E. membership
(active enroliment) using the average of the first two counts secured from
the Department of Education based on grades 9-12. This count is based
on figures for the nine (9) months immediately preceding reclassification.

Note: Classification forthe school years 2004-05, 2005-06 is based on the
reports of the school year 2002-03. Classification for the school years
2006-07, 2007-08 will be based on the reports of school year 2004-05.

Note: For schools being consolidated at a classification period, the
combined F.T.E. membership figure of the consolidated schools shall be
used to determine the classification of the consolidated schools.

. Classification of private schools shall be based on enroliment information
furnished by schools for grades 9-12 for the nine (9) months immediately
preceding reclassification. Those enrollment numbers shall be multiplied
by a factor of 1.5 to determine reclassification figures, provided however,
that no school shall be moved up more than one classification due to
application of the 1.5 factor.

. Grades (9-10-11-12) shall be used as the base to determine classification
figures.

. Unless the school has at least 35% membership of each sex, it will be
considered asingle sex school. Inthiscase the F.T.E. membership SHALL
BE DOUBLED TO DETERMINE THE CLASSIFICATION FIGURES.

. New schools will be assigned classification upon projected system F.T.E.
membership for the school grades 9-12. Where the new school has 9th
and 10th grade only, projected figures for feeder schools 7th and 8th
grades apply. Where the new school has 9th grade only, projected figures
for feeder schools 6th, 7th and 8th grades apply. Where a member school
will lose students due to the opening or consolidation of other schools,
such member schools losing students will be assigned classification upon
projected system F.T.E. membership for the applicable grades as set forth
above.

. Once a school has confirmed its F.T.E. membership with GHSA, the
membership figures may not be changed, (unless there is a mathematical
error in computation by the GHSA).

. Whenever a new member school is created either through its establish-
ment or through the consolidation of two or more schools, the Superinten-
dent shall file a report with the GHSA office at the time that FTE numbers
are being collected that projects the enrollment of that school for the next
three years. In the event that the school's enrollment exceeds the projec-
tion by 20 percent or more during the first reclassification cycle, the school
will be required to play a non-region schedule.
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SEC. 4
TRANSFER TO A HIGHER CLASSIFICATION
A. A member school desiring transfer from a lower to a higher classification

must submit a request in writing to the State Office within thirty (30) days
after the notice of proposed reclassification has been made.

. A school that transfers to a higher classification must remain in the higher

classification until schools are reclassified on a statewide basis.

. Arequestto move from alowerto a higher classification must be made over

the signature of the school's administrative authorities, i.e., the Principal
and Superintendent.

SEC.5
PROPOSED REGION ASSIGNMENT

. After the time for requesting transfer to higher classification has expired,

the Reclassification Committee shall thereafter meet to consider such
requests and to assign member schools to proposed regions.

. Each member school shall be notified of proposed region assignments.

SEC. 6
TRANSFER TO A DIFFERENT REGION

. A member school desiring transfer of membership to another region must

submit a request to the State Office within thirty (30) days after the notice
of proposed region alignment has been made.

. A school that transfers to a different region by application must remain in

the region to which transferred until schools are reclassified on a statewide
basis.

. A request to move from one region to another must be made over the

signatures of the school's administrative authorities, i.e., the Principal and
the Superintendent.

SEC.7
FINAL PROPOSED REGION ALIGNMENT

. After the time for requesting transfer to a different region has expired, the

Reclassification Committee shall thereafter meet to consider such re-
quests and to finalize the proposed assignment of member schools to
regions.

. Each member school shall be notified of the final proposed region

alignment.



GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 17

SEC. 8
CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF
REGION ALIGNMENT BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

. The Executive Committee shall thereafter meet to approve and/or revise
the final proposed region alignments as submitted by the Reclassification
Committee and to make final region assignments. The Executive Commit-
tee shall have the authority to consider requests to transfer to a different
region which were brought before the Reclassification Committee in a
timely manner.

. Each member school shall be notified of final region assignments.

SEC.9
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF
REGION ASSIGNMENT BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

. Any member school whose final region assignment is changed by the
Executive Committee, may request reconsideration of that change by
submitting a request in writing to the State Office within ten (10) days after
the notice of final region assignment has been made.

. Each member school will be notified of any revision of final region
assignment.

SEC. 10
STRUCTURE OF REGIONS

. After reclassification years, all regions will meet and submit to the State
Office, after the final reclassification vote, a plan for structure of the
regions. These plans must spell out subdivisions, if any, for all activities.
All regions must have been approved before any scheduling may be
finalized.

. Inthe event that any member school has a complaint with the structure of
a region, it shall so advise the Executive Director and all other schools in
the subject region of such complaint in writing within five (5) days after the
region meeting following the final reclassification vote. The Executive
Director shall then convene a meeting of the Reclassification Committee
to review the present and proposed region structure and to attempt to
arbitrate the differences and, failing that, to make a recommendation to the
Executive Committee.

All schools in the subject region shall be advised of the meeting of the
Reclassification Committee by the Executive Director and shall have the
rightto present evidence to the Committee. Any member of the Committee
which is a member of the subject region shall be disqualified from
participation on the Committee.
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C. When there are three or more schools in a region that are determined by
the Reclassification Committee to be geographically isolated from the rest
of the region, the isolated schools have the right to request a subdivision
of the region. If the schools in that region can not agree on a suitable
subdivision, the Reclassification Committee will set up the alignment.

D. In the event there are no complaints regarding region structure or in the
event such complaints are subsequently withdrawn, then the structure as
proposed shall stand approved without the need for a meeting of the
Executive Committee.

E. The Executive Committee shall have full authority to require all or any
portion of a subregion to play cross-over games and to align or realign the
subject region into new subregions.

SEC. 11
MEMBERSHIP IN ANOTHER ASSOCIATION

Aschoolis not eligible formembership in the Georgia High School Association
if it is or becomes a member of an association whose Constitution and/or By-
Laws are in conflict with the Constitution and/or By-Laws of the Georgia High
School Association.

ARTICLE IV - GOVERNANCE

SEC. 1
STATE OFFICERS

The State Officers of this Association shall consist of a President, a Vice
President, and an Executive Director.

SEC. 2
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A. Membership of the State Executive Committee shall be composed of the
State Officers, the State Superintendent of Schools or his/her representa-
tive, and one member elected from each region in each classification, plus
one member each appointed by the Georgia School Boards Association,
the Georgia School Superintendents' Association, the Georgia Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals, the Georgia Athletic Directors Asso-
ciation, and the Executive Secretary of the Georgia Athletic Coaches
Association. Membership shall also include two female members ap-
pointed by the Executive Committee upon recommendation of the Board
of Trustees from nominees submitted by each region. The term of office
shall be for three (3) years. Each member shall have the right to vote on
all matters pertaining to the operation of the Association.
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. Terms of office for members of the State Executive Committee elected by
regions shall be arranged or so staggered that the terms of approximately
one-third of the total number of members shall expire each year. Eachterm
of office shall be for three (3) years.

. After the reclassification process, if movement of schools results in two
Executive Committee members representing the same region, the region
will vote on their selection. If there is only one Committee member, that
representative will complete the term on the Committee.

. When a member of the State Executive Committee is unable to attend a
State Executive Committee meeting, the President of the region shall have
power to appoint an eligible member of the region concerned to represent
the region at that meeting.

SEC.3
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

. Membership of the Board of Trustees shall be composed of the President,
Vice President, and Executive Director, plus one member from each
classification elected by the Executive Committee. The term of office for
members of the Executive Committee serving on the Board of Trustees
shall be for three (3) years.

. The Board of Trustees shall receive and hold title to all real and personal
property of said Association in trust for the benefit of said Association and
shall have general custody and administration of such property with power
and authority to lease, sell and convey said property of said Association;
provided however, said Board of Trustees shall not sell or convey any real
property so held by them in trust for said Association without first being
authorized to do so by a majority vote of the State Executive Committee of
said Association at a meeting duly called for such purpose.

. The Board of Trustees reviews pertinent issues relative to the successful
operation of the organization. The Board of Trustees reviews the recom-
mendation by the Executive Director concerning the budget, recommends
committee appointments, and recommends length of contract for the
Executive Director. The Board of Trustees recommends the two at-large
female representatives to the Executive Committee.

SEC. 4
STATE APPEAL BOARD

. The State Appeal Board shall be composed of fourteen members to be
elected by the State Executive Committee with two members from each of
the five classifications, two members at large, and the President and Vice
President as at-large voting members.

. The term of each member of the State Appeal Board shall be for three (3)
years or until their successor is elected.
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C. The duties of the State Appeal Board as set forth in Sec. 9 shall be
performed by four (4) members of the Board sitting on an alternating basis
as selected and notified by the Executive Director.

D. Eligibility rules in regards to age, normal semesters, four years of partici-
pation, and the passing of five (5) unit subjects or their equivalent the
semester immediately preceeding participation shall be first submitted to
the State Appeal Board for decision with the right to appeal an adverse
decision to the State Executive Committee under Article IV, Section 9.

SEC.5
HARDSHIP COMMITTEE

A. 1. Hardship Committee shall be composed of twelve members to be
elected by the State Executive Committee with two members from each
classification and the President and Vice-President serving as at-large
voting members.

2. The term of each member of the Hardship Committee shall be for three
(3) years or until their successor is elected.

3. The duties of the Hardship Committee shall be performed by four (4)
members of the Executive Committee sitting on an alternating basis as
selected and notified by the Executive Director.

B. The Hardship Committee shall have the authority to set aside the effect of
the migratory rule upon an individual student when in its opinion the rule
works an undue hardship upon that student. The Hardship Committee
does not hear cases regarding age, normal semesters, four years of
participation, the passing of five (5) unit subjects or their equivalent the
semester immediately preceding participation, or appeals arising under
the By-Laws.

1. The Hardship Committee shall meet at the State Office, Thomaston,
Georgia, on dates established by the Executive Director and published
in the GHSA Calendar.

Requests will be considered to have a rule or rules set aside for benefit
of individual students and shall consider such requests at the meetings
held for that purpose, but not at any other meetings of the committee.
If conditions upon which a request is based develop after April 1, the
Executive Director is authorized to set a date for a special meeting to
be held at the State Office to consider such case or cases.

2. The principals of all member schools who have filed requests to have
the effect of a rule set aside for individual students and the secretaries
of the regions in which the schools are located shall be notified of the
time of the meeting at which such requests will be considered not less
than five working days before such meeting.
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. A request will be considered at a meeting only if complete information

concerning the case is filed in writing with the Executive Director at least
ten days prior to the date of the meeting and if a representative of the
school, along with the student, is present at the meeting to furnish the
Hardship Committee with information. Complete informationincludes a
transcript.

. The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility

requirements must have been beyond the control of the school, the
student, and/or his parents, and such that none of them could reason-
ably have been expected to comply with the rule. Ignorance of the rule
on the part of any or all of them shall not be considered sufficient cause
for setting aside its effects.

. The decision of the Hardship Committee must be unanimous to set

aside the effects of the rule in each individual case, and such decision
shall not be considered as setting a precedent for other cases of a
somewhat similar nature.

. The decision of the Hardship Committee shall be appealable to the

Appeals Board by compliance with Sec. 9C. of the Constitution and then
to the State Executive Committee by compliance with Sec. 9F. of the
Constitution.

. The Executive Director shall have the authority upon receiving an

application by a member school to set aside the effect of any eligibility

rule upon an individual student within the jurisdiction of the Hardship

Committee and to grant the same without necessity of the appearance

of the student or a representative of the school before the Hardship

Committee when, in the judgement of the Executive Director, the

circumstances regarding the application are such that:

(a) The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility
requirements are beyond the control of the school, the student, and/
or his parents and such that none of them could reasonably have
been expected to comply with the rule; and,

(b) The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility
requirements work an unjust, unfair, and unforeseeable hardship
upon the student; and

(c) The facts are clear, undisputed, and supported by appropriate
documentation.

. The Executive Director shall not have the authority to deny an applica-

tion for hardship status and shall be required to either grant the
application or to schedule the application for hearing by the Hardship
Committee.

. The Executive Director shall have the discretion upon receiving an

application by a member school to set aside the effect of any academic
eligibility, age, and eight semester rule upon individual students when,
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inthe judgement of the Executive Director, the following criteria are met:

(a) The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility
requirements are beyond the control of the school, the student and
his parents, and such that none of them could reasonably have been
expected to comply with the rule; and

(b) The conditions which cause the student to fail to meet the eligibility
requirements work an unjust, unfair and unforeseeable hardship
upon the student; and

(c)The facts are clear, undisputed and supported by appropriate
documentation and evidence; and

{d) The setting aside of the subject rule would not result in an unfair
advantage to the school or student nor compromise the safety of any
other student.

2. The decision of the Executive Director shall be appealable under the
provisions of Section 9 of the GHSA Constitution and By-Laws.

SEC. 6
REGION OFFICERS

. Each Region of each Classification shall elect a President, a Vice Presi-

dent, a Secretary-Treasurer, and from one to three committee members.
No two of the above shall be from the same school unless the two are
President and the Secretary-Treasurer. These officers, together with any
member of the State Executive Committee from the region, shall compose
the Executive Committee in their region.

. Amember of the State Executive Committee who is not an elected member

of his Region Executive Committee shall be an added member of his
respective Region Executive Committee. This provision that only one (1)
member of the Region Executive Committee may come from the same
school will apply only to the members elected by the region, and will not
apply when the State Executive Committee member in the region is from
the same school as an elected member.

. The treasurer of each region is required to make an itemized statement of

the income and expenditures of all funds to the region. When a new
treasurer is elected, any balance must be turned over to the new officer
immediately.

SEC.7
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

The duties of the various officers and committees shall be those usually
devolving upon such officers and committees. Itis specifically the duty of the
State Executive Committee and the Region Executive Committees to seek at
alltimes to educate the school officials undertheir jurisdiction, and atthe same
time, to check vigorously any practice or violation of the rules by exercising
the full penalty for such violations if it is deemed necessary.
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SEC. 8
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

. A President and a Vice President shall be elected as State Association
officers at the spring meeting of the Georgia High School Association.

. The election and term of office of the Executive Director shall be for aterm
of one to five years at the discretion of the State Executive Committee and
the President and Vice President of the Georgia High School Association
and shall be authorized to execute a contract in the name of and for the
Georgia High School Association.

. Only members of the State Executive Committee shall be entitled to vote
in elections.

. Should the President become disqualified by death, resignation, or other-
wise, the Vice President shall assume the office immediately and shall act
as President until the vacancy is filled.

. Any vacancy which may occur in the office of President or Vice President
shall be filled at the next meeting of the State Executive Committee.

. Each region in each Classification shall elect at any region meeting, a
President, a Vice President, a Secretary-Treasurer, and from one to three
region committee members as region officers.

Terms of office shall be fortwo (2) years. The even numbered regions shall
electinthe even numbered calendar years, and the odd numbered regions
shall electin the odd numbered calendar years. Any vacancy occurringon
a Region Committee shall be filled by the Region Committee until the next
meeting of the region.

. The State Executive Committee member from each region shall be elected
at any Region meeting when there is a vacancy to be filled. The term of
office shall be for a period of three (3) years. Any vacancy occurring on the
State Executive Committee shall be filled by the Region Committee until
the next meeting of the region concerned.

SEC.9
AUTHORITY OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
APPELLATE PROCEDURE

. The State Executive Directorshall be authorized to interpret the rules of the
Georgia High School Association and to impose the proper penalty for their
violation. The Assistant Executive Director shall, upon the absence or at
the direction of the Executive Director, have all the powers and responsi-
bilities of the Executive Director as provided under this Constitution and the
By-Laws of the GHSA. The State Executive Director shall make all
arrangements for holding and conducting the State Meets and Tourna-
ments.
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B. All questions pertaining to eligibility or any other matters under the rules of
the Georgia High School Association must first be submitted to the State
Executive Director. If the question concerns a violation of any of the rules
of the Georgia High School Association, the State Executive Director shall
notify the member schools involved and advise them of the charges and
advise them of their right to submit evidence and their right to request a
hearing. The State Executive Director, after hearing or examining the
evidence of the party or parties concerned, shall render a decision.

C. Should any member school not be satisfied with the decision, appeal may
then be made to the State Appeal Board by filing a written notice of appeal
to the State Appeal Board through the State Executive Director within five
(5) days of the date of the decision, which notice of appeal shall clearly
state the decision appealed and the reasons for such appeal. The State
Executive Director shall notify the State Appeal Board and all other parties
of the appeal. Provided however, that if the only issue under appeal is to
request modification of the penalty imposed by the Executive Director,
then the member school may appeal directly to the Executive Committee.

D. Appeal Board meetings shall be set on dates established by the Executive
Director and published in the GHSA Calendar.

1. Any request to the Appeal Board must be in the hands of the Executive
Director five (5) days before the scheduled meeting date.

2. Any other appeal requested (other than regularly scheduled dates)
must be accompanied by a check sufficient to pay the entire estimated
expenses of the Appeal Board to defray the cost of bringing the Appeal
Board into session.

3. All requests for appeals must be in writing with the stated reasons for
an appeal, and signed by the administrative head of the individual
school.

4. If no appeals are filed with the Executive Director, the meeting date will
be abolished via phone at least two (2) days before the scheduled date
of the meeting.

E. The State Appeal Board, after hearing or examining the evidence submit-
ted by the party or parties, may affirm or reverse the decision of the
Executive Director. In order to sustain an appeal, the vote of the Appeal
Board shall be unanimous.

F. Should any member school not be satisfied with the decision of the State
Appeal Board, they may appeal to the State Executive Committee by filing
a written notice of appeal to the State Executive Committee through the
State Executive Director within five (5) days of the date of the decision. The
notice of appeal shall clearly state the decision being appealed and the
reasons for such appeal. Such notice of appeal shall be accompanied by
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a check sufficient to pay the entire expenses of the State Executive
Committee when such appeal is required to be heard at a time other than
regularly scheduled meetings of the State Executive Committee.

G. The State Executive Committee, after hearing or examining the evidence
submitted by the party or parties concerned, shall render a decision to
affirm, reverse, or modify the decision under appeal.

H. No other method of appeal shall be held valid and any appeal must begin
with the first step outlined and not eliminate any step until reaching the final
court of appeal, the State Executive Committee. When the decision by the
State Executive Committee is in favor of the appealing party or parties, the
State Executive Committee may charge the expense of the meeting to the
Georgia High School Association and reimburse the appealing party or
parties. Members of the Hardship Committee and the Appeal Board will not
be eligible to vote (those members who have heard a specific case) as a
member of the Executive Committee when an appeal goes before the full
Executive Committee.

SEC. 10
VOTE

Each school shall have one (1) vote in a Region meeting and each member
of the State Executive Committee shall have one (1) vote in the State
Executive Committee meeting.

SEC. 11
AMEND CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

A. It shall take a two-thirds vote of the State Executive Committee to amend
the Constitution.

B. A majority of votes of the State Executive Committee shall be required to
amend the By-Laws.

C. The effective date of any changes in the Constitution & By-Laws will be the
next school year unless otherwise provided by the change.

D. Proposed changes to the Constitution must be adopted at two separate
meetings of the Executive Committee to be held not less than 30 days
apart.

SEC. 12
ANNUAL MEETING

A. The State Executive Committee of the Georgia High School Association
shall meet in the fall and spring of each year on such dates as may be
designated by the State Executive Director.
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B. In addition to these meetings, special meetings may be called by the State
President or the Executive Director at any time or place upon giving
reasonable notice to the members of the Committee.

C. The Executive Director is required to present an itemized statement of the
income and expenditures of all funds to the State Executive Committee.

SEC. 13
VIOLATION OF RULES

A. Each school is required to abide by all rules of the Georgia High School
Association as promulgated by the State Executive Committee and inter-
preted by the Executive Director.

B. The Executive Directoris authorized to make such investigation as may be
necessary and to judge whether or not a school has violated an eligibility
rule. When a school is adjudged guilty, the Executive Director is authorized
to direct the penalty or penalties.

C. A school violating any rule, whether it be due to carelessness, willfulness,
ignorance or any other cause, may be subjectto a fine of not more than one
thousand ($1,000.00) for each offense, and/or probation in the sports(s) in
which the violation has been made, and/or suspension from the Associa-
tion up to a full calendar year, and/or forfeiture of games and/or contests
involved.

D. PROBATION - placing a school on probation permits a school to compete
in regular season games and/or contests, but bars that school from
competing for any championship during the period of probation.

E. A school which, after investigation, is adjudged guilty of violating the rules
of the Georgia High School Association shall pay the costs incidental to
such investigation; such cost to be in addition to fines or penalties
assessed. Failure to pay the cost shall result in suspension or in
lengthening the peried of suspension.

SEC. 14
CODE OF ETHICS

The Georgia High School Association recognizes its responsibility with
respect to the promotion of honesty, truthfulness, and accuracy in record-
keeping and reporting. Therefore, the professional personnel of the member
schools are charged with upholding the Code of Ethics adopted by the
Professional Standards Commission as accepted and approved by the State
Board of Education.



GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 27

b

ARTICLE V— GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 1
CONTESTS

. Eachregion may hold annual contests in literary, athletics, and other forms
of contests designed to promote the cause of education and authorized by
the State Executive Committee.

. Such contests must be held on dates to be announced in this Constitution
and By-Laws under the rules governing State and Regional meets.

. Schools shall compete in their own classifications in State and Regional
meets.

. Winners in regional meets may be sent to the State Meet in both athletic
and literary events.

SEC. 2
ORGANIZATION PURPOSE

. The purpose for which the Georgia High School Association is organized
is exclusively educational within the meaning of IRC 501 (c) (3) or the
corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue
Law.

. Notwithstanding any other provisions of these articles, the Georgia High
School Association shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to
be carried on by an organization exempt from Federal income tax under
IRC 501 (c) (3) or the corresponding provision of any future United States
Internal Revenue Law.

. In the event of dissolution, the residual assets of the organization will be
turned over to one or more organizations which themselves are exempt as
organizations described in sections 501 (c) (3) and 170 (c) (2) of the Code
or corresponding sections of any prior or future Internal Revenue Code, or
to the Federal, State, or local government for exclusive public purpose.
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BY-LAWS

The Georgia High School Association recognizes that local boards and/or
governing bodies may place more stringent requirements as they deem
appropriate. The Association encourages all boards of education and/or
governing bodies to extend the same rules and regulations to all extra-
curricular activities under their jurisdiction.

These rules establish the provisions governing student eligibility to partici-
pate in interscholastic activities.

A. The word “student” used in these By-Laws refers either to a boy or girl
participant in interscholastic athletics, cheerleading, or literary activities.
Therefore, according to correct grammatical usage, since the antecedent
“student” can involve persons of both sexes, the masculine pronouns he,
his, or him used throughout said By-Laws will refer to either male or female
participants.

B. Theword“principal” usedinthese By-Laws refers eitherto amale orfemale
head of a secondary school. Therefore, according to correct grammatical
usage, since the antecedent “principal” can involve or refer to persons of
either or both sexes the masculine pronouns, he, him, or his, will refer to
a male or female head of a secondary school.

C. The abbreviations GHSA used throughout these By-Laws refers to the
Georgia High School Association.

BY-LAW 100 - STUDENT

1.10 - CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY (See Interpretation #1, page 68)

1.11 Students gain eligibility to practice or compete for the school in
which they are enrolled after they have been certified by the
principal of that school, after the eligibility forms have been
processed by the GHSA office, and after the students have met the
standards of:

(a) academic requirements

(b) age

(c) semesters in high school

(d) residence in the school's service area

(e) transfer rules

Note: Students establishing eligibility as entering 9th graders are
automatically eligible for the first semester.

1.12 The certification of eligibility shall be submitted initially in each
sport or activity no later than twenty (20) days before the date set
by the GHSA for the first contest in that sport or activity.
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(a) This due date does not consider the date of the first contest
scheduled.

(b) EXCEPTION: Literary, One-Act Play, Debate, and Riflery
certification is due twenty (20) days prior to the first scheduled
contest.

If a student is ruled ineligible by the GHSA, competes
interscholastically due to the terms of a court restraining order or
injunction against his/her school and/or the GHSA, and then has
the court order vacated, stayed, reversed, or ruled unjustified; the
Executive Director shall take one or more of the following actions
againstthe schoolinvolvedin the interest of restitution and fairness
to the competing school(s):

(a) Requirethatindividual and/orteam records and performances
achieved during participation by the ineligible student be
vacated or stricken.

(b) Require that team victories be forfeited to the opponent(s).

(c) Require that team awards earned by the school or individual
awards earned by the ineligible student be returned to the
GHSA.

1.20 - ENROLLMENT AND TEAM MEMBERSHIP
(See Interpretation #2-4, page 68)

1.21

1.22

To be eligible to participate and/or try-out for a sport or activity,
a student must be enrolled in grades 9-12 inclusive at the school
seeking eligibility for that student.

(a) Enroliment is defined as having a student registered for
classes and determined to be academically eligible. A student
may be enrolled in only one school.

(b) The student must be in regular attendance.

(c) The student must be taking at least five (5) subjects (or the

equivalent) that count toward graduation.
NOTE: If an eligible student transfers from a school that uses
a block-schedule format to a school using a traditional format
(or vice versa) and that student cannot get a full schedule of
classes with equivalent credit, the school may petition the
Executive Director for a waiver of this rule for the semester the
transfer occurs.

(d) The subjects (courses) in which the student is enrolled shall
meet a net minimum of fifty (50) minutes each day for five (5)
days per week each semester.

NOTE: Exceptions to this rule may be made by a vote of the
GHSA Executive Committee.

Students enrolled in grade 9 in a middle or junior high school
which is a feeder school to the high school may participate in
interscholastic activities for the parent school.
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1.23 Students enrolled in grade 8 in a middle or junior high school

whichis a feederschoolto the high school may participate ona sub-
varsity team for the parent school.

(a) Eighth grade students are never eligible for varsity competi-
tion.

(b) Eighth grade students having no system high school are
allowed to try out in cheerleading with the appropriate public
or private member school serving the student's area of resi-
dence.

Eighth grade students must be pre-enrolled at that member
school, and once pre-enrolled, the student has established
his/her eligibility at that school.

(NOTE: Please check insurance issues.}

1.24 A Special Studentis defined as one who is taking work which does

not carry Carnegie units necessary for graduation, OR who is
repeating work already passed, OR who is allowed special privi-
leges and is not required to fulfill all duties that pertain to regular
ornormal students. A Special Student is not eligible to participate.

1.30 - AGE (See Interpretation #5, page 69)

Tobe eligible to participate ininterscholastic activities, a student must not
have reached his 19th birthday prior to May 1st, preceding his year of
participation.

1.40 - LIMITS OF PARTICIPATION (See Interpretation #6-11, page 69-70)

1.41

1.42

Students must have a certificate of an annual physical examina-
tion onfile atthe school prior to participatingin any athletic try-outs,
practices or games that indicate the students are physically ap-
proved for participation.

(a) Any physical examination taken on or after April 1, in the
preceding year will be accepted for the following GHSA school
year.

(b) The physical exam must be conducted by a licensed medical
physician or doctor of Osteopathic medicine.

(c) The doctor's stamp is acceptable if itis in script, and if informa-
tion appears elsewhere on the form identifying him/her as a
medical doctor.

(d) The GHSA recommends that member schools use the physi-
cal examination form approved by the American Academy of
Pediatrics that is found in the "GHSA Forms Notebook."

A student has eight (8) consecutive semesters or four (4) con-

secutive years of eligibility from the date of entry into the ninth grade

to be eligible for interscholastic competition.

(a) Date of entry is defined as the first date of enrollment as a
student taking two (2) or more high school subjects.
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1.43

1.44

1.45

(b) Astudentis notconsidered to have entered the 9th grade when
a 9th grade course is taken if:
(1) the student is regularly enrolled in a member's feeder
school in a grade below the ninth, AND
(2) the course is taken as an advanced course, AND
(3) the principal of the school attended by the student certifies
to the GHSA that the subject and course(s) meet the
criteria set forth above.
(c) Credits earned toward high school graduation which are
taken below the ninth grade can not be used when consider-
ing high school eligibility.

Sub-varsity competitors must meet all eligibility requirements
with the exception of the migratory rule. At the sub-varsity level,
schools may schedule only 70% of the games allotted to the varsity
teams.

EXCEPTION: New schools that have only 9th and 10 grades with
JVteams only (no varsity) are allowed to play the number of games
allowed for varsity teams.

Students ingrade 9 and higher may participate on both the varsity
and sub-varsity teams in the same sport with the following
limitations:

(a) Football — a player may not participate in interscholastic

competition more than six (6) quarters per week. The week
starts with the varsity game.
Violations of this participation rule will result in a mandatory
fine of $1,000.00 and an automatic forfeiture of the game in
which the student exceeded the limit. Additional penalties
may be imposed by the Executive Director in extreme circum-
stances.

(b) Basketball — a player may not participate in interscholastic
competition more than five (5) quarters per calendar day.
EXCEPTION: Subvarsity teams are allowed to play two (2) full
games at the same level in tournaments on non-school days
with at least a four-hour interval between games.

(c) Soccer — a player may not participate in interscholastic
competition more than three (3) halves per calendar day.

(d) Allothersports - the combination of games (varsity and sub-
varsity) in which the student participates may not be greater
than the number of games allotted to the varsity in that sport.

Eighth grade students may participate on a sub-varsity teamof a

high school provided they attend a feeder school of that high

school.

{a) Studentsingrade 8 are never eligible for a varsity eventin any
activity.

(b) Eighth grade students who play on a high school team must
meet all middle school requirements as put forth by the State
Department of Education.
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1.46

1.47

1.48

1.49

(c) An eighth grade student who is declared ineligible at a middle
school, is considered to be ineligible for participation on a
subvarsity high school team.

(d) Eighth grade students participating on a sub-varsity team may
only participate in 60% of the number of games allotted to the
varsity team in that sport.

(e) Students below the eighth grade are not eligible to participate
on any high school team.

The number of contests and the number of practice days allowed
for each sport or activity is noted in the sections devoted to
particular sports in this book.

Girls may participate on boys' teams when there is no girls' team
offered in that sport by the school. Boys are not allowed to play on
girls' teams even when there is no corresponding boys' sport.
NOTE: Cheerleading is a co-ed sport.

Advisory Notice - Pregnant Students: Inresponse to the increas-

ing number of pregnant students attending member schools, and

the continued participation of these students in GHSA activities, the
following advisory notice is being offered:

(a) During the first 18 weeks of pregnancy, students, with written
consent from a physician, may be allowed to participate in
athletic activities except those activities in which a fall or other
rapid deceleration is likely to occur.

(b) Pregnant students should not be allowed to participate in any
athletic activities after the 18th week of pregnancy.

Schools having students participate in athletic activities with

artificial limbs must certify that the artificial limb is no more

dangerous to participants than a natural limb.

(a) A permission form must be filed with the GHSA office.

(b) The form may be found in the Miscellaneous section of the
"GHSA Forms Book".

1.50 - SCHOLASTIC STANDING / SCHOLARSHIP
(See Interpretation #12-30, pages 70-75)

1.51

Tobe eligible to participate, practice, and/or try out in interscholas-

tic activities, a student must be academically eligible. A studentis

required to pass five (5) Carnegie unit subjects counting toward
graduation, or their equivalent, the semester immediately preced-

ing participation. (For innovative programs, see pages 33-34)

Exception: First semester ninth grade students.

(a) Passing in all GHSA member schools is a grade of seventy
(70).

(b} If a student is taking a multiple-period subject such as a
vocational course for a full morning or afternoon it may be
counted for more than one subject. The number of subjects
counted will be equivalent to the number of units given.
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1.52

1.53

(c) Students participating in junior varsity or “B" team competition
must meet all scholastic requirements.

(d) Courses taken in the eighth grade and carrying graduation
credit can never be used for eligibility purposes.

NOTE: If an eligible student transfers from a school that uses a

block-schedule format to a school using a traditional format (or vice

versa) and that student cannot get a full schedule of classes with

equivalent credit in the semester of the transfer, the school may

petition the Executive Director for a waiver of this rule for the first

semester after the transfer occurs.

Students gain or lose eligibility on the first day of the subsequent
semester. The first day of the Fall semester shall be interpreted as
the first date of practice for the first sport.

(a) Exception: Students who successfully complete summer
school to maintain eligibility become eligible the last day of
summer school.

(1) Summerschoolis an extension of the previous semester.

(2) A maximum of two (2) Carnegie unit credits earned in
summer school may be counted for eligibility purposes.

(3) Summer school credits earned in non-accredited home
study programs or non-accredited private schools may
not be used to gain eligibility. Accreditation recognized
under the rule shall be from the Georgia Accrediting
Commission or a regional (Southern Association) ac-
creditation agency or the Georgia Private School Ac-
creditation Council (GAPSAC).

(4) Independent study course taken in summer school will
NOT be acceptable for eligiblity purposes.

(b) Additional courses may not be taken during the semester to
gain eligibility. Courses completed after the beginning of a
new semester may not be used to gain eligibility for that
semester. Example: night school classes, correspondence
courses, etc.

Students must be "On Track" for graduation according to the

following criteria:

(a) First-year students (entering 9th grade) are eligible aca-
demically. Second semester first-year students must have
passed at least five (5) courses the previous semester in
order to participate.

{b) Second-year students must have accumulated four (4)
total Carnegie unitsin the firstyear, AND passed at least five
(5) courses in the previous semester.

(c) Third-year students must have accumulated ten (10)
Carnegie units in the first and second years, AND passed at
least five (5) courses in the previous semester.

(d) Fourth-year students musthave accumulated sixteen (16)
Carnegie units in the first three years, AND passed at least
five (5) courses in the previous semester.

(e) Students may accumulate the required Carnegie units for
participation during the school year.
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ADVISORY NOTICE: CURRICULAR INNOVATIONS
BLOCK FOUR PROGRAMS:

A.

1.

The studenttakes four courses that are worth one (1) Carnegie
unit each and the classes meet twice the number of hours per
week as in the standard curricular programs.

Schools must apply to the State Department of Education
before implementing this program.

When submitting eligibility reports to the GHSA, the number
of courses passed must be doubled. (For Example: A
student passingall four courses will be reported as passing
eight courses.)

Tobe eligible, a student must pass three (3) courses and these
will be reported as six (6) courses on the eligibility report.
"On-Track" requirements are the same in all curricular pro-
grams.

BLOCK EIGHT PROGRAMS:

1.
2.
3.
4.

The student takes eight courses at some time during the term,
and each course is worth one-half Carnegie unit.

Schools must apply to the State Department of Education
before implementing this program.

To be eligible, a student must pass five (5) courses during the
term.

"On-Track" requirements are the same in all curricular pro-
grams.

1.54

1.55

A student enrolled in a joint-enrolilment program between his
parent school and a vocational-technical school, an alternative
school, or a college, shall be eligible to represent the parent school
in interscholastic activities provided he:

(a)

(b)
{c)

(d)
(e)

is enrolled at the parent school and that school received state
funds based on his enrollment. If enrolled in a private school,
he must be a full tuition-paying student.

is carrying work in the school which he is attending equivalent
to atleast five (5) unit-subjects, and is passing at least five (5).
is a student in a state-approved joint enrollment program in
which he will receive credit at the parent school for five (5) high
school courses during the high school semester.

must receive credit at the parent school for work done at the
alternative school, vocational-technical school, or college.
must not have participated in interscholastic activities in the
vocational-technical school, alternative school, or college.

Students participating in post-secondary options programs shall
be eligible to participate at the parent school provided academic
eligibility is maintained.

(@)

Students shall receive credits at the parent school based on
the following:

(1) 7.5 quarter hours at the college level = 1 Carnegie Unit
(2) 5.0 semesterhours atthe college level = 1 Carnegie Unit
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1.56

1.57

1.58

1.59

NOTE: To participate, a student must be enrolled at a college
for 18.75 quarter hours or 12.5 semester hours.

(b) Students in post-secondary options programs will gain or lose
eligibility on the first day of the subsequent semester of the
parent school.

(c) Questions arising from this program should be referred to the
GHSA Executive Director.

Loss of Eligibility: Students assignedto an alternative school or
on out-of-school suspension for disciplinary reasons, or adju-
dicated to YDC, lose their eligibility. Suspension is considered to
have ended when the student is physically readmitted to the
classroom.

Failure to Meet Academic Standards: When a school adminis-

trator believes that the student has failed to meet the academic

eligibility requirements due to conditions that were beyond the

control of the school, the student, and/or his parents, and such that

none of them could have been expected reasonably to comply with

the rule, he may request that the student's case be put on the

agenda of the Appeal Board.

(a) Ignorance of the rule(s) on the part of any individual is not
sufficient cause to set aside the rule(s).

(b) Schools must supply all the materials requested on the
Hardship Application Form in the "GHSA Forms Notebook".

Make-Up Work: Students who have academic deficiencies at the

end of a semester may make-up work provided that:

(a) Make-up work will be accepted on the same basis as make-
up work is accepted for all other students in the school.

(b) Make-up work for each semester is completed fourteen (14)
school days after the close of each semester.

(c) The student is ineligible until such time as the make-up work
is completed and the required passing grade(s) is recorded.

(d) The GHSA Executive Director shall be authorized to approve
make-up work completed later than fourteen (14) school days
after the close of each semester if he shall find that:

(1) such make-up work was not completed within fourteen
(14) school days due to circumstances outside the control
of the student, his parent(s), and the school, AND

(2) such make-up work was completed as soon as possible,
AND

(3) such make-up work is commonly accepted on the same
basis for all other students in the school.

Students with disabilities:

(a) A student with disabilities who is enrolled in a special educa-
tion program which is not physically located at the parent
school (example: psycho-education center, regional occupa-
tion center, community-based instruction class, etc.) shall be
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1.60 -

1.61

1.62

eligible to participate, practice, and/or try out in interscholastic
activities at the parent school if IEP (Individual Education
Program) requirements are met.

(b) Schools with students having to meet only IEP requirements
for course credit must establish an accounting process for the
number of courses passed each semester, and for the award-
ing of Carnegie units for the on-track provision of the eligibility
rules. Requirements for the date of entry into the ninth grade
and for age apply to students with IEPs without variation.

SCHOOL SERVICE AREAS / TRANSFER / MIGRANT
STUDENTS / MIGRATORY WAIVER

(See Interpretations #31-48, pages 75-80)

School service areas for member public schools are those
attendance boundaries established by local boards of education
from which a school normally draws its students. The school
service area for amember private school is the county in which the
private school is located. The school service area for a startup or
converted charter school will be the same as the school from which
the charter school draws its students.

A transfer student who has established eligibility at a former
school in grades 9-12 shall be immediately eligible at the new
school if:

(a) The student moved simultaneously with the entire parental
unit or persons he/she resided with at the former school, and
the student and parent(s) or persons residing with the student
live in the service area of the new school This is known as a
"bona fide move".

(1) The student may choose the public or private school
serving that area.

(2) It must be apparent that the parent(s) or the persons
residing with the student and the student have relin-
quished the residence in the former service area and
have occupied a residence in the new service area.

(b) The student was enrolled in a private school or a magnet
school and has a bona fide move from one public school
service area to another public school service area. A student
in this situation may attend either the public school or a private
school serving his area of residence.

(c) Thestudentwas enrolledinanon-member private school or
out-of-state boarding school and, without a bona fide move,
transferred to a GHSA-member school that serves his area of
residence as long as:

(1) The student was enrolled at the high school serving his/
her area of residence in grades 9-12 before attending the
non-member school, OR

(2) The student has not yet established eligibility at grades
9-12 at a member school serving his area of residence,
OR

(3) the student has previously established his attendance at
a school other than the school serving his area of resi-
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(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

dence, and chooses to return to that school, AND

(4) it is the initial move of the student from a non-member
school to a member school serving his area of residence.

The student transfers from a non-member home school and
the receiving school grants credit so that the student has
accumulated sufficient Carnegie units to be "on-track” for
graduation. At the time such creditis given, the student must
also have passed a minimum of five (5) courses the previous
semester. The student becomes eligible when credit is given
officially.

The student is involved in a foreign exchange program that

is approved and published on the "Advisory List of Interna-

tional Educational Travel and Exchange Programs" pub-
lished by the Council on Standards for International Educa-
tional Travel (CSIET).

(1) The student shall be considered eligible for a maximum
period of one calendar year.

(2) The studentshall not be a graduate of a secondary school
in his home country.

(3) The student must maintain eligibility requirements at the
member school.

(4) The foreign exchange program must assign students to
schools by a method that insures that no student, school,
orotherinterested party may influence the assignment for
athletic purposes.

The student maintains eligibility if one of his/her parents or the

custodial parent is a certified teacher or administrator at the

receiving school.

The student has one of the following family-related situations

that produces a waiver of the bona fide move rule:

(1) Thereis aSuperior Courtawarded change of permanent
custody and the student moves to the residence of the
parent receiving custody.

(a) The student must attend the member school serving
that area of residence.

(b) A copy of the court order must accompany the eligi-
bility forms.

(c) NOTE: Temporary guardianship papers issued by a
Probate Court are not valid for eligibility.

(2) There is a Superior Court final order awarding joint
custody to the parents and the student moves to a
residence of his or her parent outside the service area of
the previous school.

(a) This waiver may be made one time during a calendar
year.

(b) A copy of the court order must accompany the eligi-
bility forms.

(3) There is a death of a custodial parent and the student
moves to live with the other natural parentin a new school
service area.
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1.63

1.64

1.65

1.66

NOTE: A copy of the death certificate shall be submitted
with the eligibility papers.

(4) Thereisamilitary transfer of one orboth custodial parents
that creates a change of residence that is not a bona fide
move. NOTE: A copy of the deployment order shall be
submitted with the eligibility form.

(h) Students who are U.S. citizens returning from a foreign
country shall be eligible as long as they meet all other
requirements of eligibility.

(i) Students who are transferred from one school attendance
area to another school attendance area by a mandate of the
local board of education maintain their eligibility.

(j) Married students setting up a household (domicile) for the
first time shall be eligible in the school of their residence
provided they meet all other requirements of eligibility.

(k) Students at the Atlanta School for the Deaf will be eligible at
the school serving their area of residence provided they meet
all other eligibility requirements.

(I) The migratory rule (See 1.63) will be waived one time for
students entering the following boarding schools:

Ben Franklin Academy Brenau Academy

Georgia Military College Rabun Gap School

Tallulah Falls School

Exception: Students from foreign countries not on an ap-

proved foreign exchange program are not eligible.

A student who transfers enroliment from one GHSA school to
another without a corresponding move by his parents into this new
school service area shall be declared a "migrant student”, and
shall be required to be in attendance at the new school for one
calendar year from the date of enrollment in the new school.

(a) A migrant student may practice with the varsity, but may not

play in varsity competition.
(b) A migrant student may play on sub-varsity teams.

A student who is not eligible because of GHSA rules at the former
school, and then transfers to a new school, can not regain eligibility
by the transfer. Ineligible students cannon gain eligibility by being
adjudicated to YDC and subsequently returning to their resident
school with earmned credit.

Students who transfer from member school to member school after
the end of regular season play or during post-season play are not
eligible for participation in GHSA sponsored tournaments and/or
playoffs in that particular sport for the school year of transfer.

A student who is not eligible at one school because of suspension
orexpulsion and then transfers to amember school cannot regain
eligibility by such a transfer, for the length of the suspension orone
calendar year, whichever is less.
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1.68

A permissive transfer is defined as an allowance by a local board
of education for students and/or their parents to choose a school
to attend without regard to the location of residence. A permissive
transfer does not carry eligibility except when the parent is a
certified teacher or administrator at the receiving school.

Hardship Applications may be filed to attempt to establish eligi-

bility in the following situations:

(a) A student who changes schools because of a temporary
custody transfer from a parent to a guardian, or from one
guardian to another (See Article IV, Section 5, in the GHSA
Constitution).

(b) A student whose transfer is based upon his being emanci-
pated, an orphan, a child from a broken home, a ward of the
DFACS, or a ward of a Court (See Article IV, Section 5, inthe
GHSA Constitution).

1.70 - RECRUITING/UNDUE INFLUENCE
(See Interpretation #49, page 80)

1.71

1.72

Recruiting and Undue Influence is defined as the use of influence
by any person connected directly or indirectly with a GHSA school
to induce a student of any age to transfer from one school to
another, or to enter the ninth grade at a member school for athletic
or literary competition purposes - whether or not the school
presently attended by the student is a member of the GHSA.

(a) The use of undue influence to secure or retain a student for
competitive purposes is prohibited, shall cause that student
to forfeit eligibility for one year from the date of enroliment,
and shall lead to other penalties being assessed against the
school doing the recruiting as allowed by the GHSA Consti-
tution.

(b) Evidence of undue influence includes, but is not limited to,
personal contact by coaches and sponsors in an attempt to
persuade transfer, gifts of money, jobs, supplies, clothing, free
transportation, admission to contests, invitation to attend
practices and/or games, or free tuition.

(c) Complaints or reports of violations of this rule will be investi-
gated and handled on a case-by-case basis. If coaches are
found to be in violation of the recruiting rule, a copy of the
investigation will be forwarded to the Professional Standards
Commission of the Department of Education.

A student athlete transferring from one member school to another

shall be ruled ineligible for one year because of "undue influence"

if:

(a) itis determined thatthe coach of the receiving school coached
an out-of-school team on which the athlete played; OR

(b) the coach at the receiving school acted as a private athletic
instructor forthe transferring athlete, regardless of whetherthe
coach was paid for his/her services and/or expertise

NOTE: Articles (a) and (b) shall be enforced even in the event the

student made a bona fide move into the school's receiving area.
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1.80 - FINANCIAL AID

1.81

1.82

Any student who receives financial aid or non-GHSA approved

gifts from any source and in any form (scholarships, tuition remis-

sion, cash, gifts, etc.) arising out of or received in connection with
their participation in any sport or literary event shall be ruled
ineligible. This prohibition shall not apply to awards under By-Law

#1.90 or to other items approved by the GHSA.

(a) The GHSA Executive Director will determine whether the
financial aid or gift arose out of or in connection with partici-
pation in any sport or literary event.

(b) If a school allows a student who has received such financial
aid or gifts to participate in competition, the Executive Director
shall assess an appropriate penalty.

Financial aid in the form of free or reduced tuition or other aid must
be need-based aid as determined by a national student aid
service.
(a) Member schools who award financial aid shall issue a state-
ment to the Executive Director signed by the principal or
headmaster of the school giving the following information:
(1) number of students enrolled in the school
(2) number of students receiving financial aid
(3) names of students receiving financial aid who are in-
volved in GHSA activities

(4) certification that the percentage of students who partici-
pate in activities and who receive financial aid is the same
percentage as the number of students receiving financial
aid who do not participate in activities (plus or minus 5%).

1.90 - AMATEUR STATUS/AWARDS
(See Interpretations #50-51, page 80-81)

1.91

1.92

A student who represents a school in interscholastic competition

shall be an amateur in that activity.

(a) An amateur athlete is one who engages in athletic competi-
tion solely for the physical, mental, social, and pleasure
benefits derived therefrom.

(b) Accepting nominal, standard fees or salary for instructing,
supervising, or officiating in an organized youth sports pro-
gram or recreation, playground or camp activity, shall not
jeopardize an athlete's amateur status.

(c) Reasonable compensation derived from private lessons in a
sport is permissible.

An athlete forfeits amateur status in a sport by:

(a) competing for money or other monetary compensations ex-
cept for reasonable allowances for travel, meals, and lodging.
NOTE: Accepting expense allowances authorized by the
United States Olympic Committee for Olympic Development
Programs is acceptable for GHSA students.
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1.93

1.94

(b) receiving any award or prize of monetary value which has not
been approved by the GHSA.

(c) capitalizing on athletic fame by receiving money or gifts with
monetary value except college scholarships.

(d) signing a professional playing contract in any sport, or hiring
an agent to manage his/her athletic career.

Only awards approved by the GHSA may be accepted by a high
school student-athlete as a result of participation in school or non-
school competition in a sport recognized by the GHSA.

Symbolic awards (i.e. non-cash) presented for winning or placing
in GHSA competitions are limited to $250 per year, per student in
the aggregrate, paid by the local school. These are the only GHSA-
approved awards for interscholastic competition.

BY-LAW 2.00 - SCHOOL

2.10 - SCHOOL MEMBERSHIP TO GHSA

2.11

212

The Georgia High School Associationis avoluntary association

available to any Georgia high school, grades 9-12, that has been

authorized to seek membership by the local board of education or

similar governing body of control.

(a) Member schools agree to conform to the Constitution and
By-Laws of the GHSA.

(b) Member schools agree to conform to the rules of the region
organizations to which they are assigned.

(c) Should a conflict arise between state rules and region rules,
the state rules always take precedent.

Procedure for Membership:

(a) The local board of education or similar governing body of
control must adopt a resolution authorizing membership for
the junior or senior high school.

(b) Membership is continued through the original resolution as
long as the school is in good standing with the GHSA.

(c) April 1 of reclassification years is the deadline date for existing
private schools to join the GHSA for the next reclassification
period. Newly established private and public schools will
have a deadline date of April 1 to join the GHSA for the
upcoming school year. No private school with an actual
numerical enrollment of less than 150 students in grades 9
through 12 will be admitted to the GHSA.

(d) Converted charter schools whose attendance zones and
eligibility requirements do not change retain their member-
shipinthe GHSA. Convertedcharter schools or startup charter
schools must apply for membership in the GHSA.
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2.13 Dues for Membership:

(a) The amount of the dues is set annually by the Executive
Committee of the GHSA, and includes a portion of the cost of
catastrophic insurance.

(1) Dues must be paid prior to October 15 of each year.

(2) Schools failing to meet the dues-payment deadline are
not eligible to participate in any contest until membership
dues are paid.

(b) Dues are based on school size within classifications.
NOTE: Schools with a total enroliment of less than 50 students
are assessed their insurance fees according to the actual
number of participants.

(c) Dues for the 2003-04 school year are:

PAID BY PAID AFTER
CLASSIFICATION OCTOBER 15 OCTOBER 15
AAAAA $663.00 $688.00
AAAA $537.00 $562.00
AAA $475.00 $500.00
AA $357.00 $382.00
A $267.00 $292.00
2.14 Playing a Non-Region Schedule:

A school may choose to play a non-region schedule in football,

basketball, and/or baseball, and this choice is in effect for the entire

reclassification period.

(a) A school playing a non-region schedule may not participate
in post-season competition.

(b) Results of games with a school playing a non-region schedule
may not be used in region standings.

2.20 - ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES

2.21

2.22

The administrative head of each school shall have on file in the
school office a certificate of an annual physical examination by a
licensed medical physician or doctor of Osteopathic medicine
indicating the student is approved for participation in athletic
activities before that student may try-out, participate in practice or
conditioning drills, or participate in interscholastic contests.
NOTE: Any physical examination taken on or after April 1, in the
preceding year will be accepted for the following GHSA school
year.

The administrative head of each school shall operate all interscho-

lastic contests and activities under direct and complete control

of the school administration or designated school personnel.

(a) These responsibilities are not to be delegated by the board of
education, superintendent, or principal to any person or
persons who are not a part of the school staff.
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