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Equipment and Accessories
Rule 4-1-4

• Equipment or accessories shall not provide a competitive 
advantage or present safety concern

• A towel tucked in the waistband is not automatically illegal 
if it poses no risk, such as frequently falling out

• It is illegal to use electronic devices during play to directly 
communicate with a player(s) on the court

LEGAL ILLEGAL
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Electronic Devices
Rules 9-2-1, 4-1 Note 2

Although an electronic communication device is prohibited for a player on 

the court, this rule would not prohibit the use of a hearing aid under Rule 

4-1 Note 2
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Line Judges
Rule 5-1-1, NOTE

A. All line judges shall be provided by the home team

• When two visiting teams play, each team will provide a line 
judge

B. All authorized officials shall be secured and trained in 
advance of the match by the host school

• Timer, scorer, libero tracker and line judges
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Signal Sequence
Rule 5-2-1

• Following the whistle to signal the end of the rally by the 
first referee, he/she shall indicate the result of the rally (point 
or replay), followed by the nature of the fault

• The second referee mirrors the first referee’s signals, 
except for a net serve

NEW SEQUENCE OLD SEQUENCE
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Court Protocol
Rules 5-4-4b, e and 9-2-3

With the score confirmed as the set/match point, teams no 
longer need to be directed to their end lines, but will change 
courts or go to their appropriate benches as directed by the 
first referee. Time delay is eliminated.
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Electronic Devices
Rules 9-2-1, 11-3-2

• Electronic communication devices may be used during a 
match with some restrictions:

• May not interfere with play as determined by first referee

• May not be used to review referee’s decision

• May not be used in restricted area determined by host 
management

• State association may have policies in place to address 
the use of electronic devices

LEGAL ILLEGAL ILLEGAL

PlayPi c® PlayPi c® PlayPi c®



7/20/2013

3

© REFEREE ENTERPISES INC. 2013

R
U

L
E

 C
H

A
N

G
E

Time-out for Injury
Rule 11-4-2

PlayPi c®

The first referee may, if a player is unable to play after 
official’s time-out for injury/illness, call an additional, special 
time-out for the injury/illness of up to three minutes for the 
injured/ill player to return to the set only after there are no 
remaining time-outs and the team has no legal or 
exceptional substitute(s). Take Part. Get Set For Life.™
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Out of Bounds
Rules 2-3-1a, b

• The rules were revised to clarify when a ball is out of 
bounds: 

A. A ball is out of bounds if it contacts a curtain serving as 
a wall

B. If no part of the ball contacts the court’s boundary 
line, it is out of bounds

• The shadow of the ball has no bearing on whether the 
ball is in or out of bounds
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Game Equipment
Rule 3-1-1 Note 1

• Only the top of the net tape may have the school name, 
insignia, school mascot and/or advertising

• No markings are permitted on a side tape

PlayPi c®PlayPi c®
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Replay
Rule 9-8-1f(2)

• A replay may be declared when a player’s 
legitimate effort to legally play the ball, in 
the judgment of the referee, is affected by 
a wall, curtain serving as a wall, floor 
obstacle or nonplayable area within 6 feet 
of the court
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USA & NCAA Line up sheets

When using these line up sheets, you MUST confirm with the coach who 
will be their first server.

If you are serving, the first server goes in the right back position.

If you are receiving, the first server goes in the right front position.

11

22 112233 33

SERVING RECEIVING

GVCA Score Sheet
You can find a power point on “How to Keep Score” on the following website:

http://atlantaareavolleyballassociation.com/RefereeResources.html
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Libero Tracking Sheet

Line ups are entered 
the same way as you 
enter them on the score 
sheet.

The libero tracker 
MUST keep track of 
substitutions.

The two #s on each 
side of the L must be 
the same #.

Coin Toss

The home team shall select their team bench. The 

visiting captain shall call the coin toss. The winner of the 

coin toss shall choose to either serve or receive.

Prior to the deciding set of a match, the home captain 

shall call the coin toss. The winner of the coin toss shall 

choose to serve, receive or the side.

The warm-up is 5-5. The serving team has the first 5 

minutes. For the second match of a tri-match—the 

visiting team that just played will be the home team, or 

if the two teams have not played, the team closest is 

home. 
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Legal and Properly-Worn Player 
Uniforms, Equipment, Accessories

LEGAL ILLEGAL

PlayPi c®PlayPi c®

P
O

IN
T

 O
F

 E
M

P
H

A
S

IS

© REFEREE ENTERPISES INC. 2013

Line Judges Use of Flags

• It is the expectation that line judges shall use proper 
mechanics when using flags

PlayPi c® PlayPi c® PlayPi c® PlayPi c® PlayPi c®
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Rosters & Lineup Deadlines

It is the coaches responsibility to turn in an accurate 

roster and lineup (listing the serve order beginning with 

the first server) by the required deadlines.

Rosters are due 10 minutes before match time.

Lineups are due 2 minutes before the timed warm-ups 

are complete.

Reminding coaches the lineups shall not be made 

available to anyone except the official scorer and 

official libero tracker until they have been recorded on 

the scoresheet and deadline for submission has passed
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Solid-Colored Uniform Reminders

• Piping/trim may only be placed along a functional seam 
(serves to hold materials together)

• When a uniform top is using sublimation, the restriction of 
where trim may appear is still based upon a functional seam

Front Back                                    Side

Piping/trim 
on seams –
no wider 1”

Piping/trim 
on seams –
no wider 1”

Piping/trim 
on seams –
no wider 1”

Collar/neckline 
may be different 

colors

Sleeves 
same 
color as 
body
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Which are in compliance with 
solid-colored jersey requirements?

No

No No

Yes Yes

Yes Yes
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Invoices for Volleyball

Billing is 50/50 whether your team plays home or 
way.

The home team is responsible for the travel fee.

There will be a 10% late fee for any invoices that 
are not paid within a 30 day period.

There is a possibility of receiving multiple invoices 
from different associations.
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• The Rules Book, Case Book/Officials’ 

Manual, Scorebook and other volleyball 

materials can be ordered:

• Online at www.nfhs.com

• By calling 1.800.776.3462

NFHS Volleyball Publications Fundamentals of 

Coaching Volleyball

Free!

$20$50

All NFHS courses 
can be accessed at 
www.nfhslearn.com
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