
GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
 

 

STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
April 13, 2026 

 The spring meeting of the State Executive Committee of the Georgia High School Association was called to 
order at 9:00 a.m., on April 13, 2026 at the Marriott Macon City Center by Jim Finch, President. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Vice President Curt Miller. The invocation was given by Carror Wright, Associate 
Director. Roll call by Marvin James, Media Director, showed the following: Present - 64, Absent -4 (A below) 

Danny Redshaw 
Byron Parker-sub 
Don Baker 
Jason Holcombe 
Matt Moody 
Nathan Turner 
Scarlett Grantham 
Daniel Garrett 
Steve Waters 
Jason Brett 
Cedric King 

Paris Burd 
Rick Sauls 
Tonya Sebring 
Lamarr Glenn 
Brooke Whitlock 
Brad Hayes 
Andre Byrd 
Paul Fitz-
Simmons-sub 
Rendell Jackson 
Bobby Brewington 
Ricky Turner 

Darrell Demastus 
Matt Hollis 
Greg Ellison 
Andrew Calhoun 
Reggie Wilkes 
Lawrence Kelly 
Phillip Shiflet 
Matt Combs 
Paul Standard 
Eli Connell 
Joseph Kegler 

Kevin Grooms-A 
Jesse Crews 
Myron Newton 
Nyere Coy Brown-A 
Brian Montgomery 
Brent Mashburn 
Cory Dickerson 
Michael Thompson 
Adam Robertson 
Bill Batten-sub 
Davis Russell 
 

Steven Craft 
Jason Gibson 
David Bell 
Winston Peterson 
Eli Dupree 
Harley Calhoun 
Jeff Bryant 
Steve Simpson 
Jenn Brown-sub 
Don Norton 
Jose Fernandez-A 

Michelle Masters -A 
Regina Montgomery 
Steve Barker-sub 
Eric Holland 
Craig Davis 
Joe Sanfilippo 
Jim Finch 
Curt Miller 
Stacy Bennett 
Richard Woods 
Kevin Petroski 
 

Karen Woods-Sub 
Von Lassiter 
 

 

Steve Simpson made the motion to approve the agenda, Jesse Crews seconded. (Passed 
unanimously Vote: 64-0)  

NATIONAL CONTRIBUTOR AWARD 

Ernie Yarbrough recognized Chris Millman, Senior Vice President of Community Engagement for the 
Atlanta Falcons and Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation, as the recipient of the NFHS National 
Contributor Award.  This honor recognizes his continued support of the Georgia High School 
Association student-athletes and contest officials. 

OFFICIATING FOR A CAUSE AWARDS 

GHSA Associate Director, Darrell Lane, recognized officials for their exemplary efforts with recruiting, 
retention and training younger officials. (Basketball) Bill McNair, (Girls FF) Carolina Caplinger, 
(Softball) Rana Smith, (Volleyball) Gary Landon, (Wrestling) Shawn Fields, (Multi-Sport) Todd Downs.  
 
RETIREMENT RECOGNITION 

Dr. Robin Hines acknowledged Alan Sharp, Marketing, on his retirement. He’s been a part of the 
GHSA since 2002. He is credited for helping establish the marketing program for the association. 
Sharp and his wife Melanie plan to move to Cincinnati, Ohio to live close to his grandchildren. We 
thank him for his dedicated service and wish him the best of luck.  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

1. Proposed Amendment to GHSA By-Law 2.69(b) - Submitted by: Oconee County High
School 

Current Language – By-Law 2.69(b) 
Illegal practices are defined as practices involving five or more students participating in any 
extracurricular activity in the presence of, or under the direct or indirect supervision of, any 
coach of the school (including a community coach). At any given point in time, only one (1) 
coach in a sport may work with up to four (4) athletes in skill-building drills. 

Proposed Revision – By-Law 2.69(b) 
Illegal practices are defined as practices involving five or more students participating in any 
extracurricular activity in the presence of, or under the direct or indirect supervision of any 
coach of the school (including a community coach). At any given point in time, a member 
school may conduct up to three (3) separate groups participating in skill-building drills. A group 
is defined as one (1) coach working with no more than four (4) student-athletes in a sport. 
Each sport may have up to three (3) groups conducting 4-and-1 workouts simultaneously, 
provided the groups are located in separate facilities or clearly separate practice areas. Any 
member school found to be in violation of this by-law shall be subject to any GHSA institutional 
fines and penalties including up to a post season ban. 

Exception – Competition Cheerleading 
Competition cheerleading programs shall be permitted two (2) groups participating in 6-and-1 
workouts simultaneously in separate facilities or clearly separate practice areas. Each group 
may include one (1) coach working with up to six (6) cheerleaders, which allows for the 
additional athletes necessary to safely spot stunts. 

Rationale - Many GHSA member schools have coaches who dedicate significant time outside 
the school day to conducting 4-and-1 skill development workouts with student-athletes. These 
workouts often require coaches to be on campus early in the morning or late in the evening in 
order to remain compliant with the current by-law. As an association, the GHSA should explore 
ways to support our coaches while continuing to prioritize student development. Allowing 
limited additional groups during off-season skill development periods would help reduce the 
time burden placed on coaches while also providing more opportunities for student-athletes to 
receive instruction from their school coaches rather than being forced to seek paid instruction 
through outside training organizations. 

(BOT Vote: 11-0) Motion Passed (Unanimously)  

(VOTE: 64-0, STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

This change to the GHSA By-Laws does not go into effect until July 1, 2026. 
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2.  Proposed Amendment to By-Law 2.71 - Submitted by: GHSA office 
Subparagraphs d.4. and d.5. of GHSA BY-LAW 2.71 are hereby amended as follows: 
d.4.  The prohibition against players fighting or being involved in a fight shall continue until all 
players have left the school property or other venue where the contest takes place.  
d.5.  The GHSA office may review video recordings and statements of contest officials, school 
officials and law enforcement to determine which players were fighting, leaving the bench or 
otherwise involved in a fight situation. After review of the same, the GHSA may levy, modify or 
withdraw penalties including fines against member schools and enforcement of the sit-out rule 
against players fighting, leaving the bench or involved in a fight.   

(BOT Vote: 11-0) Motion Passed (Unanimously) 

(VOTE: 64-0, STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

 
 
3.  Proposal for Updates to Sanctioning By-law - Submitted by: GHSA Office 
The Sanctioning By-Law requires updating. Events that feature 5 or more teams (except for 
cross country or track) which requires 8 for GHSA sanctioning.  

(BOT Vote: 11-0) Motion Passed (Unanimously) 

(VOTE: 64-0, STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

 

4.  Proposal to Amend By-Law 1.65 - Submitted by: GHSA Office 

1.65 Students whose transfers from member school to member school have been approved by 
the GHSA office after the end of regular season play or during post-season play are not 
eligible for participation in GHSA sponsored tournaments and/or playoffs in that particular sport 
for the school year of transfer. 

Revised:  1.65 Students whose transfers from a member or non-member school to a member 
school have been approved by the GHSA office within (20) calendar days of the end of the 
GHSA regular season play are not eligible for participation in GHSA sponsored tournaments 
and/or playoffs in that particular sport for the school year of transfer.  

Rationale:  By-Law 2.37 reads as follows:  Requests to investigate a student’s eligibility in 
regard to the transfer rule must be filed with the GHSA office at least twenty (20) calendar days 
before the end of the regular season in order for any penalties to be applied before the end of 
the playoffs. 

These two By-Laws now complement one another and provide needed consistency.  

(BOT Vote: 11-0) Motion Passed (Unanimously) 

(VOTE: 64-0, STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 
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5.  Proposal to amend PSR Fine for not Completing Requirements - Submitted by: GHSA 
Office 
All State Playoff Qualification including Private School Bracket 
To qualify for the State Playoffs schools are required to play a Region schedule and the 
minimum number of contests per sport listed below. All the Region Champions (1-16, host 1st 
Round game) are guaranteed a home contest and will be seeded by the school’s post season 
ranking formula total and all the remaining schools will be seeded strictly by the school’s post 
season ranking formula (after all the Region Champions are seeded). NOTE: Girls Flag 
Football will utilize a Sectional (1st and 2nd Round Same Day) Format in the State 
Playoffs. The highest PSR seed will host each sectional. 

 Every Class 1A - 7A, each school enters their schedule in the MIS system (Schedule 
will be locked before 1st game).  
 Each school enters their teams schedule on the MIS platform for all contests; 

Contests against non GHSA member schools will be calculated using winning 
percentage only. 

 Schools who fail to enter all games prior to the schedules being locked will be 
fined $100 per game added.  

 No new games may be added 7 days preceding the last play date of the regular 
season.  

 All postponed contests should be rescheduled. 
 Canceled contests will need approval from the GHSA office to reschedule a 

replacement opponent. 
 Forfeited contests count in a school’s formula and the appropriate points should be 

applied (If a school chooses to accept the forfeited contest points, any additional 
scheduled game played will not be calculated into the school’s formula). 

 However, if a school chooses to not accept the forfeited contest points, the 
additional “makeup” contest will be calculated into the school’s formula. The school 
must choose which option to accept before the makeup contest is played. 

(BOT Vote: 11-0) Motion Passed (Unanimously) 

(VOTE: 64-0, STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

 

CHEER/DANCE COMMITTEE 

 
1. Proposal to amend Cheerleading Game Day competition rule 3.c.3 – Submitted by 
Collins Hill HS 
Amend Cheerleading Constitution Game Day competition rule 3.c.3 to replace the phrase “not 
sanctioned by the GHSA” with “not endorsed by NFHS Spirit Rules”.  This change would align 
our policies with national standards while maintaining appropriate oversight. 

Motion to DENY by Davis Russell seconded by Rendell Jackson (VOTE:5-0) Motion carried 
unanimously 

 
2.  Proposal to Adjust Current Cheer Practice Window – Submitted by Collins Hill HS  
Adjust the current cheer practice window to accommodate preparation time for national 
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championships.  This modification would ensure our teams can adequately prepare while 
maintaining academic excellence. 

Motion to DENY by Davis Russell seconded by Rendell Jackson (VOTE:5-0) Motion carried 
unanimously 

 

FLAG FOOTBALL COMMITTEE 

Proposal to Update Flag Football Equipment Requirement - Submitted by: GHSA Office 
It is the recommendation of the GHSA that protective head gear become mandatory equipment 
beginning in the 2026 fall season. Virginia Tech Certified with a five-star rating full cover or 
partial head gear is acceptable. 
Rationale: The speed and athleticism of the game has risen to a level where the safety of the 
participants is a growing concern.  During the past two years reported Injuries to the head 
comprise 90% of the reports.  At an average of $40.00 - $50.00 per item, the Falcon/AMBFF 
grants are more than sufficient to cover the cost. 

Motion to Approve by Ricky Turner seconded by Nathan Turner (VOTE:5-0) Motion carried 
unanimously 

(VOTE: 64-0, STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

This change to the GHSA By-Laws does not go into effect until July 1, 2026. 

TENNIS COMMITTEE 

1.  Proposal to Adjust Rules Due to Power Rankings – Submitted by:  Roswell HS 

Motion to Deny by Paris Burd seconded by Scarlett Grantham (VOTE:5-0) Motion carried 
unanimously 

 
2.  Proposal to Allow for Earlier Playing Times, @1pm, 4x per season – Submitted by:  
LaGrange HS   

Motion to approve by Scarlett Grantham and second by Paris Byrd. Motion passed 
unanimously 5-0. 

(VOTE: 64-0, STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

 
3.  Proposal for Tennis Rule Changes – Submitted by:  Bleckley County HS 

Sportsmanship issues and home team supplies tennis balls were received as information and 
recommended to GHSA/Board of Trustees.  

USTA officials over ITA officials during post season received as information for GHSA. 
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4. Coaching Between Points Submitted by Athens Academy 

Received as information, to be discussed later by GHSA to present to Board of Trustees.  

 

WRESTLING COMMITTEE 

 
Proposal to Update the Structure of State Traditional Wrestling – Submitted by GHSA 
Office 

Received as information because it involves post-season play and post-season play is 
controlled by the GHSA office. The wrestling committee met 3 times from March to April to 
discuss a new format for the wrestling post season. The committee worked in conjunction with 
the Georgia Wrestling Coaches Association (GWCA), Atlanta Takedown Association (ATA), 
and the GHSA State office to create this proposal. 

Reasons for Change 

• Girl’s wrestling has grown very quickly and needs to expand to have 2 divisions for the 
Traditional Tournament. 

• Since GHSA is moving to 7 classifications in the 2026-28 reclass cycle, here are the 
reasons why hosting 9 tournaments is not feasible 

o Days at the venue to set up and run the tournament would go from 4 to 7 

o Increase the number of days students would be out of school 

o # of ATA volunteers needed to setup and run the event for 7 days would not be 
possible 

o # of Officials that would need to take off more days from work to work the event 
would not be possible 

o Local school administrators do not have the facilities to host the event in a single 
day and would not want to interrupt the school day to have a tournament start 
early on a Friday. 
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LETTER FROM COUNSEL FROM PRIVATE SCHOOLS  

Brent Bell, head of school at Darlington, expresses concerns on behalf of smaller private schools 
within GHSA regarding the current classification system and state playoffs, highlighting the limited 
voice these schools have to express their issues. They emphasize the positive relationship private 
schools have with the GHSA office and the challenges faced by schools that pay tuition, which are 
not considered in the classification process. Bell advocates for a more nuanced approach that 
recognizes the diversity among private schools, some of which are well-resourced while others are 
not, and calls for further discussions to find a shared plan forward with the playoffs and championship 
events. 

No action was taken by the Executive Committee 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY  

Motion to adopt the policy was made by Andrew Calhoun, seconded by Jesse Crews 

Motion passes unanimously, 64-0. (State Executive Committee) 

Every member filled out a copy of the policy and they were later collected by the GHSA office to be 
kept on file. 

 

PROPOSAL TO INCORPORATE THE GHSA  

Motion to incorporate the GHSA was made by Jesse Crews, Steve Simpson seconded 

Motion carried unanimously, 64-0 (State Executive Committee)  Counsel for the GHSA was directed 
to take the necessary action to accomplish the same. 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT 

Dr. Tim Scott, discussed waiving dues for the seveth year in a row which equates to $382,000 dues 
and catastrophic insurance.  Scott also expressed financial stability, with $8,376,005 in estimated 
income for the year, up $603,000. The community coaching program grew by $100,000, with 2,857 
coaches certified. Officials’ registration also increased. Attendance at events varied, with 20,701 
tickets sold in Macon. A new sportsmanship program will be funded by fines for unsportsmanlike 
conduct, aiming to reduce objections by 50% over three years. 

Student-Athlete Advisory Council Director, Penny Pitts spoke on how the Student Leadership 
Program increased from 300 to 360 participants. Pitts also introduced two members for 2025-2026 
year. Senior, Josiah Smith (Newnan) and junior Isabella Bodnarchuk (Jones County) spoke on how 
the leadership council has helped them grow and develop as leaders, from national and international 
exposure.  
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BUDGET 

Motion to approve GHSA budget was made by Steve Simpson, seconded by Nathan Turner 

Motion passes unanimously 64-0 (State Executive Committee) 

 
LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

GHSA Legislative Liaison, Dr Robin Hines, shared two bills that impact growth within the GHSA. The 
N.I.L. bill (Brent Cox) goes along with what the GHSA already has in policy. It helps to dissolve agent 
relationships once the student athlete graduates from high school. Senate 369 Bill, helps to define 
state virtual schools and governs how a student may attend their zone schools.   

 
LEGAL REPORT 

Alan Connell discussed the GHSA's legal challenges, including threatened and ongoing litigation from 
various incidents, such as in game fighting, a wrestling injury and a track and field accident. He 
proposed incorporating the GHSA and introduced a conflict-of-interest policy to comply with IRS 
requirements. 

 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

A motion to nominate Jim Finch as President was made by Steve Simpson and was seconded by 
Scarlett Grantham.  

Motion passed unanimously, 64-0  

A motion to nominate Curt Miller as Vice president was made by Eli Connell and was seconded by 
Jesse Crews. 

Motion passed unanimously, 64-0 

Before closing, Finch recognized and acknowledged all of the SEC members who were retiring or 
rolling off the roster. They were all greeted with a round of applause. 

 

Motion for ADJOURNMENT was made by Darrell Demascus and was seconded by Phillip Shiflet.  
Motion passed unanimously, 64-0 
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