GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
MINUTES
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
August 17, 2015
The semiannual meeting of the State Executive Committee of the Georgia High School Association was called to order at
9:00 a.m., on August 17, 2015, at the Macon Marriott City Center in Macon, Georgia, by Glenn White, President.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vice President Lisa Moore Williams. The invocation was given by Carror Wright,
Associate Director.
Roll call by Steve Figueroa, Media Director, showed the following: Present - 57, Absent - 1 (Indicated with “A” below)
Kevin Giddens
Kirk Hoffman
Evan Horton
Christian Suttle
Steve Jones
Nathan Turner
Gary Long
Dave Hunter
Fred Maynard
Michelle Masters

Earl Etheridge
Curt Miller
Don Breedlove
Phil McCrary
Don Corr
T ommy Stringer
Wayne Tootle
Jim Finch
Wade Marchman
Kevin May

David Brooks
Horace Dunson
Britt Adams
Dexter Wood
J.T . Pollock
Chad Campbell
Marvin Fields
Jasper Jewell
Topher Byrnes
Bruce Potts

Jeff Cooper
Joe Lancaster
Todd Mobley
Mike Thompson
J.B. Arnold
Benjy Rogers
Tim Barron
Tim Vick
Bradley Warren
Jim Hughes

John Pinson
Jesse Crews
Britt Ingle
Glenn Tidwell
Scott Queen
Lynn Dupree
Steve Simpson
Donnie Drew
Maria Bradley

Lisa Fine
Pat Blenke
Tony Arasi
Wes Taylor
Alan Long
A - Terry Rogers
Lucia Norwood
Glenn White
Lisa Moore Williams

Motion was made by Jesse Crews, seconded by Wayne Tootle, and unanimously approved to adopt the agenda for the meeting.

APPOINTMENTS

Scott Boatright, the GHSA’s BB&T Insurance Agent, gave a report to the committee outlining the coverage and scope of
a new concussion-only insurance program that is now available. (See Addendum #1)
Motion was made by Steve Simpson, seconded by Don Corr, and unanimously approved to go into Executive Session to hear
student eligibility appeals. (NOTE: Presentations were made in Executive Session; all votes were taken after voting to come
out of Executive Session. For clarity, outcome of vote is given after each statement of presentation.)
Elbert County High School - Sid Fitts, Athletic Director, presented the appeal for student Garrison Harris, requesting a waiver
of the eight-semester rule.
Motion by Don Corr, second by Jim Finch, to deny the appeal.
MOTION PASSED (unanimously)
COMMITTEE REPORTS
(Committee reports constitute motions by the Chairman of the Committee, no seconds are required.)

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Report presented by Jesse Crews

The committee recommended:
Proposal to restructure By-Law 1.47 as follows: A student’s gender is determined by the gender noted on his/her birth
certificate. Girls may participate on boys’ teams when there is no girls’ team offered in that sport by the school. Boys are
not allowed to play on girls’ teams even when there is no corresponding boys’ sport.
MOTION PASSED (unanimously)
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Proposal to add new A.(5)(3) under Football - State Playoffs on page 73 that reads: Certified staff members who work
at the participating high schools only will be allowed free admission through the semifinal round with proper identification.
MOTION PASSED (56-1; Voting No: Arnold)
Accepting the Audit Report for 2014-15. (See Addendum #2)
MOTION PASSED (unanimously)
The committee denied:
Proposal to reword By-Law 2.62 (E-6) to allow Tennis to play exhibition matches that are not counted.
The committee received as information:
A discussion regarding female athletics and activities.
BASEBALL COMMITTEE

Report presented by David Brooks

The committee recommended:
Proposal to re-consider holding state championships at neutral site(s) beginning with the 2017 season.
MOTION PASSED (45-12; Voting No: Crews, Arnold, Pollock, Pinson, Arasi, Fields, Lancaster, Maynard, May,
Mobley, Giddens and Thompson)
The committee denied:
Proposal to change Baseball by-laws for 2015-16 to add a “Halted Game” rule as follows: A game that has been
stopped at any time after its start because of inclement weather, darkness, light failure, mechanical malfunctions or
curfew shall be considered a halted game.
It is a regulation game if one team is ahead:
A. if five full innings have been played, or if the home team has scored an equal or greater number of runs in
four or four and a fraction turns at bat than the visiting team has scored in five turns at bat; or
B. if play has gone beyond five full innings and the teams have had an equal number of at bats.
If the game is called after five full innings and the teams have not had an equal number of completed turns at bat, the
score shall be the same as it was at the end of the last completed inning, with the following exceptions:
- if the visitor’s score enough runs in its half of the incomplete inning to tie or go ahead, the game shall be
considered halted.
- if the home team scores a run (or runs) which exceeds the opponent’s score, the final score shall be as
recorded when the game is called.
If the game is halted before becoming a regulation game, or if the score is tied at the time play was halted, or if the
exceptions relating to incomplete innings render the game halted, play will continued on the next available date from
the point of interruption.
A halted game must resume play at exactly the point of being halted, with the lineups and batting orders of both teams
exactly the same, subject to the normal game rules of substitution. The resumption of the game shall be a
continuation as if the game had not been interrupted.
If a pitcher is brought into the game but has not faced one batter (or retired the side) when the game is halted, such
pitcher may, but is not required, to continue pitching when the game is resumed. If he does not continue, he may not
return as a pitcher in that inning.
The committee received as information:
Proposal to increase the number of games allowed from 26 to 30 on 26 play dates.
(NOTE: The committee directs the GHSA office to study the issue of finding a common number of contests for both
softball and baseball.)
(more)
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Report presented by Pat Blenke

The committee recommended:
Proposal to delete wording: “residence” in by-law 1.62(a-4) and add wording “service area.”
MOTION PASSED (unanimously)
Proposal to restructure by-law 1.62 (c) as follows:
(c) The student was enrolled in a non-member private school in Georgia or was boarded at a school out of state and,
without a bona fide move, transferred to a GHSA member school that serves his area of residence as long as:
1. It is the initial move of the student from a non-member school to a member school serving his area of
residence, AND
2. The student was enrolled at the high school serving his area of residence in grades 9-12 before attending the
non-member school, OR
3. The student has not yet established eligibility at grades 9-12 at a member school serving his area of residence.
4. A student who transfers from a GHSA member school to an independent school entering the GHSA in the
next school year must be enrolled at the entering independent school by January 31 of the year preceding
their becoming a GHSA member school in order to be eligible.
NOTE: Rules about joint custody transfers have control over the one time transfer restriction in this by-law.
MOTION PASSED (unanimously)
GYMNASTICS COMMITTEE

Report presented by Lucia Norwood

The committee recommended:
Proposal to raise the qualifying requirements for teams and individuals for the Preliminary Meet (page 77, item B):
Minimum scores must be earned during the regular season meets to qualify for the Preliminary Meet as follows:
1. Any team that scores 100.00 or better in two (2) regular season meets will automatically qualify.
2. An all-around score of 34.0 or better in three (3) regular season meets will qualify a gymnast.
3. An individual score of 8.50 or better in three (3) regular season meets will qualify a gymnast.
MOTION PASSED (56-1; Voting No: Giddens) NOTE: EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY!
Proposal to delete “no-touch” warm-up rule (page 77, G).
MOTION PASSED (unanimously) NOTE: EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY!
LITERARY COMMITTEE

Report presented by Nathan Turner

The committee denied:
Proposal to disallow the use of profanity in One-Act Play competition.
RECLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE

Report presented by Earl Etheridge and Dave Hunter

The committee recommended:
Proposal for structure of classifications for 2016-18 school years as follows:
A. Non-football playing schools will not be counted when calculating the teams being placed in Class A (they will
be placed in their appropriate regions later).
B. Classifications will be divided as follows:
1. Big 44 (top 10% approximately) (NOTE: Teams may opt to play up into the Big 44 class, but no team
may move down).
2. Class A Public/Private (same as before except the number of playoff teams will increase from 16 public
(more)
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and 16 private to 24 public and 24 private in football, softball, basketball and baseball. The Public/Private
school shall be allowed to play up in classification if they elect to do so. And if a school chooses to do so,
then an equal number of Class AA schools will be given the option to move down to the Class A
Public/Private class.
3. There will be five (5) other classes, which will be split at the natural breaks between 19-21% of the
remaining number after Big 44 and Class A Public/Private have been set.
C. Attendance Zone Restriction
1. Schools accepting students from outside of their reclassification attendance zone may be subject to
being placed in the next highest classification. If the percentage of students attending a school from
outside that's school's reclassification attendance zone exceeds three (3%) percent of that school's
F.T.E. Count, then that school shall be placed in the next highest classification. Schools may opt to be
placed in the Big 44. However, the attendance zone restriction in this section will not be applied so as to
move a school up to the Big 44.
2. The reclassification attendance zone for ALL GHSA member schools shall be the county in which the
school is located.
3. If a school is located in two counties, the school will be required to elect one of those to be it's
Reclassification Attendance Zone. The election shall be binding for the entire reclassification period.
4. Any school(s) that feel(s) that their placement is unfair and unjustified will be allowed to appeal to the
Reclassification Committee. The school will present data and evidence to the committee that proves the
placement is not warranted or fair to the school and the program. If the committee feels that the
placement of the school into a higher classification is not warranted, then the school would be placed in
a classification based on the F.T.E. count without any regard to the percentage of out-of-county students.
5. The number of students determined by multiplier will not be rounded up. Example: If a multiplier allows for
9.82 students outside of the attendance zone, 9 students will be the number that is used.
6. If a school is found to be intentionally reporting incorrect numbers, that school will be banned from
participating in state playoff games for two (2) years and must pay a fine of $2,500.
D. For regions that have fewer than five (5) teams, the number of teams going to the state playoffs will be one (1)
fewer than the number of teams in the region. Example: A region with four teams would get three playoff
spots. The available playoff slot(s) will be awarded to non-playoff team(s) with the highest power ranking.
MOTION PASSED (Roll Call Vote - Yes: 47 , No: 10, Absent: 1)
Yes: Giddens, Hoffman, Horton, Suttle, Jones, Turner, Long, Hunter, Maynard, Masters, Etheridge, Miller, Breedlove,
McCrary, Corr, Tootle, Marchman, May, Brooks, Dunson, Adams, Pollock, Fields, Jewell, Byrnes, Potts, Thompson,
Arnold, Barron, Vick, Warren, Hughes, Pinson, Crews, Ingle, Tidwell, Dupree, Simpson, Drew, Bradley, Fine, Blenke,
Arasi, Long, Norwood, White, Williams. No: Stringer, Finch, Wood, Campbell, Cooper, Lancaster, Mobley, B.
Rogers, Queen, Taylor. Absent: T. Rogers.
Proposal to reword Article III, Section 2 (Item B) of Constitution to read as follows: B. Member schools will be realigned
every four (4) years. Adjustments will be made at the end of two years according to updated FTE figures and the
attendance zone restriction of 3% will be recalculated. (NOTE: This is a constitutional change and requires two
votes).
MOTION PASSED (47-10; Voting no: Miller, Finch, Wood, Campbell, Dupree, Lancaster, Masters, Mobley, B.
Rogers, Queen.)
TENNIS COMMITTEE

Report presented by Don Corr

The committee received as information:
Proposal to change Tennis from a Spring sport to a Fall sport starting in the fall of 2016, and to allow a spring tryout
period similar to softball and volleyball. NOTE: The committee directed the GHSA office to survey the member schools
about this issue and report the results at the next State Executive Committee meeting on Reclassification.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Gary Phillips reminded the committee that all coaches must watch the NFHS concussion education video this year, and
went over the 2014-15 Audit Report, which was then unanimously approved. Phillips then called upon Skip Yow and Alan
Sharp to address the committee.
(more)
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Skip Yow, the GHSA Legislative Liaison, gave a report to the committee concerning issues currently going on in the State
Legislature that might have an impact on the GHSA.
Alan Sharp, the GHSA Marketing Director, reported that the GHSA’s TV contract with GPB has been renewed and also
announced the launch of the officials’ uniform program.
OLD BUSINESS
Proposal to delete Constitutional Reference: Section 5, D. 1. (Page 10) SECOND VOTE
“The Executive Director shall have the discretion upon receiving an application by a member school to set aside the
effect of any academic eligibility or eight semester rule upon individual students when in the judgement of the Executive
Director, the following criteria are met: …
MOTION PASSED (unanimously)
Motion by Jesse Crews, second by Wayne Tootle, to adjourn the meeting.
MOTION PASSED (unanimously)
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Addendum #1
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Addendum #2

